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The purpose of our parish church is to bring people into a living and deepening 

relationship with God by: 

providing meaningful acts of worship 

ministering to the needs of those within the Community 

sharing in the world-wide mission of the Church 

providing learning opportunities so as to deepen the faith 

Daily Service 
9.00am              Monday to Friday 
 

Sunday Services 
 

At St Laurence Church Alvechurch 
8.00 am   Holy Communion 
9.30 am       Family Service with Communion on the 1st Sunday and 
  Baptisms on the 4th Sunday of the month 
11.00 am     Parish Eucharist 
6.00 pm       Evensong 

At Rowney Green Shared Church 
9.30 am       Methodist/Anglican  Service, with Holy Communion on the 
  1st and 3rd Sundays of the month 

Organisations 
 

Sunday Club  Sundays at 9.30am 
 
 

Choir                              Thursdays in Church    7.45-9.00 pm, Full rehearsal,  
 
 

Bellringers                           Sundays, at 10.30.am  and 5.30.pm 
                                              Tuesdays, 7.30-9.00pm Practice 
 

Women’s Fellowship            4th Wednesday, 2.00pm,  Tanyard Lane Community Centre 
 

Mum’s the Word                Thursdays, 9.30am to 11.30am in The Ark,  for  mothers with  
   pre-schoolchildren 
 

Home Group                     Thursday, 7.30-9.30pm, Annette Thomas 445 5180 
 
 
 
 

Registered as a charity in England and Wales. Charity number 1131783 
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My dear friends 
 

Does an active faith breed happiness or was 
Sigmund Freud closer to the truth when he 
described religion as an “obsessional neurosis” 
that breeds sexually repressed, guilt-laden 
unhappiness? 

 

Christopher Hitchens, the atheist who died 
just before Christmas, maintained that 
religious belief “does not make its adherents 
happy.”  However, the evidence points in the 
opposite direction. 

 
In his book A Friendly Letter to Skeptics and 

Atheists, David G Myers, a social psychologist 
at Hope College, Michigan, adduces the 
following evidence to suggest that people of 
faith are more happy than those without a 
faith. 

 

National Opinion Research Centre surveys 
from 1972 to the present day reveal a marked 
correlation between the frequency of religious 
attendance and self-reported happiness.  A 
statistical digest of studies conducted in the 
1980s showed that the two best predictors of 
well-being among older persons were health 
and religiousness.  Elderly people tend to be 
happier and more satisfied with life if 
religiously committed and engaged. 

 

Karl Marx believed that “the abolition of 
religion as the illusory happiness of the people 
is required for their real happiness”.  Karl Marx 
was wrong. 

 

Studies have also consistently shown that 
those with a religious faith are better at coping 
with crises and loss, such as bereavement, 
developmentally-challenged children, divorce, 
unemployment or serious illness.  

 

Why does faith have such a positive effect?  
Researchers have entertained several 
possibilities. 

 

First, religion offers social support to those 
in need.  If rampant individualism has 
contributed to today’s elevated depression 
rates, and if humans have a fundamental 
“need to belong” then one factor is surely the 
social support provided through membership 
of a church. 

 

Secondly, religion gives meaning and 
purpose to life – something worth living for 
and something worth dying for. Humans need 
to know they somehow matter, that their lives 
mean something and count for more than just 
a momentary blip in the universe. 

 

Thirdly, accepting God’s love greatly 
enhances self-esteem.  There is a seeming 
interplay between our concept of God and our 
self-concept. 

 

Fourthly, religion offers hope.  Unlike the 
atheist Richard Dawkins, who claims there is 
“no evil and no good, nothing but blind pitiless 
indifference” Christianity struggles with the 
problem of evil whilst maintaining that “all 
shall be well and all shall be well and all 
manner of things shall be well” 

 

The evidence clearly indicates that those 
with an active faith are more likely to be 
happy than those without a faith.  They are 
also likely to be more healthy … but that must 
be the subject for a future letter. 

 

With all best wishes 
Yours in Christ, 
 

DAVID MARTIN 
 

P.S.  I record my thanks to Forest Hanson for 
acquainting me with David Myer’s excellent 
book - which I have ruthlessly plagiarised.  

The Rector Writes... 

Happy Faith-Heads 
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Dwelling Together In Unity  

 Breeze Through 
1b George Road 

Alvechurch 

0774 8477953 
 

- Ironing Service 

- Alterations 

- Dry cleaning 

- Duvets Washed 

- Service Washes 
 

Opening Hours 
Tue-Thurs 9am to 6.30pm 

Fri-Sat 9am to 5.00pm 

Sunday   10am to 3.00pm 

 

 

The writer of Psalm 133 says, “Behold, how good and joyful a 
thing it is, brethren, to dwell together in unity.”  He (or she) 
would be overjoyed to see people from Alvechurch Baptist 
Church, St Mary’s Roman Catholic Church, Rowney Green 
Shared Anglican/Methodist Church and St Laurence Church of 
England Church gathering together on SUNDAY 12 FEBRUARY 
at 6.30.pm in St Mary’s RC Church, School Lane for a united act 
of Christian worship.  He (or she) would be even more 
overjoyed if YOU came along and added to the unity of the 
spirit in Alvechurch.  A warm ecumenical welcome awaits you! 

Alvechurch in the Cathedral 
The parish of Alvechurch is the focus of prayers in Worcester 

Cathedral on SATURDAY 4 FEBRUARY.  During the course of 
Evensong, the church, schools, overseas-links and parishioners 
will form part of the Cathedral’s yearly cycle of prayer for the 
diocese.  The Rector will be reading one of the lessons and the 
magnificent cathedral choir will be causing the cathedral 
vaulting to echo with its music. 

 

An invitation is extended by the Dean and Chapter of 
Worcester Cathedral to the people of Alvechurch to gather in 
the Cathedral at 5.30.pm for the service. 

St Laurence Churchyard 
Andy Humphries, chairman of the Churchyard Committee, 

casts his eye over the wind-lashed churchyard 
 
Recent high winds have meant a lot of debris in the car park 

and churchyard. Our volunteers have been busy clearing it all 
and checking many of our bigger trees.  Maybe you can help us 
here? If you notice any potential problems - dead trees, 
damaged branches - please let us know so we can remove 
them before they fall.   

 
As in previous years, the dead wood will be burnt in the next 

few weeks, although, for environmental reasons, we’ve now 
created a composting area where leaves and smaller material 
can be recycled.   

 
Can I remind you that frost-damaged wreaths from 

Christmas will be removed from graves at the start of March, 
as in previous years.   This is to keep our churchyard tidy. So, if 
you wish to keep a wreath or its frame for next Christmas, can 
you please remove it by the end of February?    
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Ash Wednesday  

BANNOCKS
MEMORIALS

REDDITCH

Five generations of
guaranteed quality

manufacturing and service
from a family business

All aspects of
Monumental

Masonry

Showroom at
95a Mount Pleasant

Redditch
B97 4HZ

01527 550229

(Home visits if required)

The season of Lent begins on ASH WEDNESDAY 22 
FEBRUARY.  There will be special service in St Laurence Church 
at 7.30.pm. 

 
The season of Lent is a time of preparation for Easter.  It 

lasts forty days.  During this time, Christians seek to subdue 
their bodily appetites and assert spiritual control over their 
lives by giving up luxuries and practising fasting. 

 
In addition, many Christians seek to deepen their faith by 

undertaking a course of study.  Churches Together in 
Alvechurch and Rowney Green is organising just such a Course 
that is open to all readers of The Grapevine.  Details 
elsewhere. 

 
The Ash Wednesday Service contains the burning of last 

year’s palm crosses and turning them into ashes – the 
ceremony by which the day gets its name.  Sackcloth and 
ashes are biblical symbols of repentance and are closely 
associated with fasting. 

 
Muslims keep Ramadan with great seriousness.  Christians 

are invited to keep Lent with a similar single-minded 
concentration on things spiritual. 

Shrove Tuesday is traditionally a day for eating pancakes.  
What better place to do so than the Baptist Hall on Shrove 
Tuesday 21 FEBRUARY between 2.00.pm and 4.30.pm?  A 
great Shrove Tuesday welcome is extended to young and old 
alike to drop into the Hall on the way home from school or 
after collecting the Old Age Pension.  In addition to pancakes 
there will also be a homemade cake stall and a Traidcraft Stall. 

Future events in the Baptist Hall include a Spring Fayre on 
Saturday 12 May between 10.00. and 2.00.pm, and 
Strawberry Teas on Thursday 14 July between 2.00.pm and 
4.30.pm. 

Pancakes 

The Alvechurch Village Society February walk is on SUNDAY 
5 FEBRUARY. The leaders are Martin and Pat Phipps who can 
be contacted on 0121 445 2213. The walk starts from Tanyard 
Lane Car Park at 2.30pm and consists of a village trail around 
the Alvechurch Conservation area. 

On the trail 
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Bridging the Funding 
With the church clock 

stopped at eleven-fifteen and 
the bells removed from the 
church tower, Bob Dale, the 
Church Treasurer, explains the 
financial position. 

 

In the January edition of the 
Grapevine, we read that the 
Bell Restoration Project was 
about to start, that the bells 
would soon be lowered from 
the tower, and the clock 
stopped. This has now 
happened, and a 
comprehensive schedule of 
work will hopefully see the 
project completed by late 
Spring. 

 

When it was first launched 
in 2005 the estimated cost 
was £60,000, which became 
the target amount for our 
fundraising. Thanks to the 
hard work of many volunteers 
involved in fundraising 
initiatives, and the generosity 
of people from Alvechurch 
and beyond, we had raised 
£63,800 by the end of 2011; 
so we could regard ourselves 
as having achieved our 
funding objective.  

 

Unfortunately, by 2011, the 
costs of recasting and 
retuning the bells alone had 
risen to £71,000, and the total 
costs of the project had gone 
up to almost £90,000. The 
view of the Committee 

managing the programme 
was that delays would almost 
certainly cause a further 
escalation in costs, and that 
we should proceed, even 
though there is still a funding 
gap. 

 

The bellringers have played 
a central role, both in 
fundraising initiatives and in 
researching the market for 
grants and sponsorships, 
which has also brought 
success. So far, we have been 
able to raise a further £11,000 
in grants payable on 
completion of the project, 
and more applications will be 
made in the coming weeks. 
But with costs of £90,000, and 
funds to hand or promised 
totalling £75,000, we are 
short of £15,000 to complete 
the job. A bridging loan has 
already been arranged to 
avoid any financial 
embarrassment, but this, of 
course, has to be repaid. 

 

These are straitened times 
and I'm sure we are all being 
inundated with appeals for 
worthy causes. But the St 
Laurence Bells Restoration is 
very close to home, and very 
nearly there. A final push 
would give the whole 
community bells and clock 
chimes that should last for 
many generations. 

 

Burcot Grange 
Residential 

Care Setting for 
the Elderly 

 
A unique blend of luxury  country  house 
living and quality  forward thinking  care, 
Burcot Grange is the perfect place for 
retirement living. 
 

Long term care 
 

Individua lly designed independent liv ing 

suites 
 

Short stay convalescent and holiday 

accommodation 
 

For more information or to arrange a visit 
go to  www.burcotgrange.com  

Burcot Grange, 23 Greenhill, Burcot, 
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, B60 1BJ. 

0121 445 5552 admin@burcotgrange.com  

Thank You 
Betty Cooper writes  I would 

like to thank all my friends for 
the kindness shown to me 

after my fall.  I am doing well 
and hope to be out and about 
before too long. 
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Kathryn Collinson 
BA Hons, BEd Hons, ALCM 

 
Lessons 

from 
20 minutes 

to 
1 hour 

 
 
Music tuition – All Styles 
 Classical, Bass and Electric Guitar 

 Piano and Keyboard 

 For exams or just for fun 
 

Maths and English Tuition 
 SATS / confidence building 

 Special needs 

 Ages from 5-11 years 
 

Tel: 0121 445 3523 
 

Huntleys 

Funeral Services 

Serving your community for 130 years 
 

Your local family orientated funeral directors 

of distinction, offering a traditional and caring 
service with attention to detail 

FOR 24 HOUR IMMEDIATE 

ATTENTION 

01527 892900 

    12 Feckenham Road   
Astwood Bank 

Branch also at 

58 Ipsley Street , Redditch 

01527 62106 
Providers of the Perfect Choice Funeral Plan 

 

 

 

 

Quiz and Chips 
Graham Clark invites you once again to sharpen your little 

grey cells. 
 
Calling all you quiz fans! Want to get the little grey cells 

working again after Christmas? It’s time for another of Where 
Next’s famous ‘Quiz & Chips’ evenings. The time is 7.30pm and 
the date SATURDAY 11 FEBRUARY. Call Graham on 445 2547 or 
Where Next on 01527 69955 to book your tickets. They are 
only £7 per person, and you can have up to six in a team. For 
this you not only get a great evening’s entertainment and a fish 
supper but you’re helping a worthy cause as well. And there’s a 
licensed bar to quench your thirst! These events are always a 
sell-out, so book your tickets early to avoid disappointment. 

Tiny Tots Service 
The monthly service for the under-fives and their parents 

takes place on THURSDAY 23 FEBRUARY at 10.15.am in the 
church.  (Please enter via The Ark).  This month’s story is about 
a lost sheep.  The service contains some simple songs and a 
prayer.  It lasts no more than twenty minutes.  Do come. 

A Yearly Allotment 

The next meeting of the Rowney Green Horticultural Society 
is in The Peace Hall on THURSDAY 9 FEBRUARY at the new 
starting time of 7.45pm. The speaker will be David Bates who 
will talk about ‘A year on the Allotment’. 

 

Membership this year is £16.00 with £3.50 for non-members 
per meeting. All are welcome. 

 

The Spring Bulb Show is on Thursday 8th March at 7.45pm 
More details from me, Andrea Halse, on 0121 445 1929. 

Purses For Peru 
The Advent Purses hung on the church Christmas Tree as a 

Christmas present from the people of Alvechurch to the 
people of Cabanaconde, Peru, contained £710. 09.  When the 
Gift Aided element is added, the total sum donate comes to 
£823. 59.  A cheque has been sent to Peru for this amount to 
assist Alejandro Mesco in his work at Cabanaconde.  Thank you 
to all who gave so generously in these difficult economic times. 
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Uncommonly Good 

 

 

Showroom and Workshop 
338 Alcester Road, Burcot,  

Bromsgrove B60 1BH 

Tel: (01527) 876200 
07710976744  

All Work  
is to the 
Highest 

Standard 

 
 

D SEELEY AND 

COMPANY 

 
 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND 

REGISTERED AUDITOR 

40 BEAR HILL, ALVECHURCH 

TELEPHONE 0121 445 2445 

Email: dseeley.co@btinternet.com 
 

We offer a comprehensive service 

including book-keeping, payroll, VAT, 

accounts and taxation for sole traders, 

partnerships, charities and  

limited companies  

 

Contact David or Susan Seeley to discuss 

how we can help you 

Registered to carry out Audit work by the 

Institute of Chartered Accountants in 

England & Wales   

THOMAS 

BROTHERS 

Funeral Directors 

Prepayment Plan,  

Private Chapels,  

"Woodland Burial" 
24 hour Personal Service 

 

A family-owned funeral directors 
offering a friendly, dignified service, 

paying attention to detail. 
 

Tel: 01527 547777 
494 Evesham Road 

Crabbs Cross, Redditch 
S.A.I.F. 

12A Red Lion Street 
Alvechurch   B48 7LF 

0121 445 3422 
S.A.I.F. 

Major Montague Carrington-Smythe reveals a sweet side to 
his nature. 

 

Unaccustomed as I am to writing to the local press, and 
much preferring to address my correspondence to the Editor 
of The Times or The Daily Telegraph, I feel constrained to write 
to your modest publication in order to correct some recent 
oversights on the part of your correspondent Mrs B Bessant. 

 

My good wife and I pride ourselves on our culinary skills and 
gastronomic sensibilities.  We are, therefore, very discerning 
when it comes to eating-out.  We subject all restaurants to the 
most careful scrutiny before according them our patronage.  
You will understand, therefore, that when I say my good wife 
and I regularly dine at The Ark Café, Alvechurch, it is not 
something we do lightly or unadvisedly.  We do so entirely on 
account of the cuisine. 

 

Having spent many years in the desert with Monty’s 8th 
Army, when the nearest I got to a proper dessert was a lump 
of British Army Lard Cake, I am particularly susceptible to the 
joys of hand-crafted puddings.  And here, The Ark Café is in 
the very top league.  The beautifully-crafted gastronomic 
creations that complete lunch in The Ark are in a class of their 
own.   

 

My taste-buds tingle to the tantalising Lemon Soufflé and 
my excitement knows no bounds when I spy a Spotted Dick.  
Add to this the beatific Bakewell Tart and the heavenly Apple 
Tort and you will see why I can hardly contain myself as each 
dessert is revealed.  I have no time to tell of the Lemon 
Meringue Tart that would tempt an archbishop to do things an 
archbishop should not do; or Nelly’s Homemade Bread and 
Butter Pudding with more sultanas to the square inch than 
angels dancing on the head of a pin; or Pavlovas that would 
make a ballerina pirouette out of control; or the felicitous 
Flangipans that fling fear to the four winds and fan the flames 
of fantasy with flirtatious fury.   Suffice it to say that the 
desserts at The Ark Café are something for which to die. 

 

How my heart breaks for that silly old biddy who whittled on 
about “stuffing” in last month’s publication.  The woman is 
clearly blind to the magnificent dessert creations under her 
very nose.   However, no one can accuse me of being an 
uncharitable man.  If the good woman in question is diabetic, I 
have some good news for her.  The Ark Café even provides a 
diabetic substitute to the desserts they craft for me.  Surely no 
one can leave The Ark Café without the feel-good factor that 
comes from indulging in a mouth-watering homemade 
dessert? 
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Pump Bags 

Caring For Heroes 
An insight into the medical care given, within just a few 

miles of Alvechurch, to members of the Armed Forces, is 
previewed by Mrs Eileen McHugh.  

 

Alvechurch Village Society's next evening talk will be held 
in the Village Hall on  WEDNESDAY 22ND FEBRUARY at 
7.45pm. 

 

Mike Hammond, C.E.O. of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital 
Birmingham, will give a talk entitled 'Caring for Military 
Patients.'  The Queen Elizabeth Hospital receives many of 
the most seriously wounded personnel from our armed 
services and his talk will give an insight into what is 
achieved. 

What happened to the Pump Bags that used to hang along 
the back pew of the church?  Do you remember them?  They 
contained children’s toys and books.  Parents with young chil-
dren used to collect one of the bags and have it on hand during 
services to hold their children’s attention. 

 

The good news is the Pump Bags are back, thanks to the 
sewing skills of Mrs Elizabeth Martin!  They are in new fabric 
and with new goodies inside.   

 

If you come to church with very young children, please help 
yourself to a pump bag as you enter.  But remember … they 
are for children’s use and not for adults to play with during the 
sermon! 

The Ark Café  
The newly-released February Menu is 
 

2 February Somerset Chicken 
9 February Roast Lamb 
16 February  CLOSED FOR HALF TERM 
23 February The Chef has not yet decided on the Dish 
for the Day, but, rest assured, it will be of the usual high  
quality. 
 
There is to be a Beef Carvery Lunch on Thursday 15 March.  
Tickets for this are £10 and are available on any Thursday. 
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Memories Of Alan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The death of the former Rector of 

Alvechurch, Canon Alan Hayward, was recorded 
in last month’s Grapevine.  This month, people 
from the parish share their memories of a 
much-loved priest and friend. 

 

Mrs Meriel Davies of Rowney Green was 
Chairman of the Parish Council at the time of 
Canon Hayward’s institution in 1985.  It fell to 
her to say some words of greeting on behalf of 
the Parish Council.  She was delighted to 
discover that Alan had come to Alvechurch 
from Wollescote because that was exactly the 
journey she had made.  She was born in 
Wollescote and knew his former parish well.  
Something else that pleased her was the fact 
that Alan brought along his Wollescote organist 
to play at his Institution – and Meriel’s mother 
had taught this person to play the piano and 
was well-known to her. 

 

David and Elizabeth Richmond of Rowney 
Green remember one dark winter night when 
the church choir was practising in the dimly-lit 
church. 

 

There came a rattle from the church door, 
followed by the clanking of a large chain. The 
blood ran cold in each chorister’s veins until a 
large Pyrenean mountain dog appeared at the 
back of the church leading a tall man in a 
clerical collar. It was the first of many visits by 
Alan and Ben. Some of the choir members 

called these much-welcomed visits the 
appearances of Marley’s ghost! 

 

There was another occasion when the 
organist failed to turn up for a funeral. The 
churchwarden was worried. “What on earth are 
we going to do?”  Alan simply asked John Lowe, 
one of the Lay Readers, to conduct the service 
whilst he sat at the organ and played.  One of 
the many things he kept very quiet was that he 
was indeed quite an accomplished organist 
himself. (Incidentally, the organist in question 
had forgotten, and was having an afternoon 
nap!)  

 

Alan related the following story to David and 
Elizabeth with that tell-tale glint in his eye 
which told of his amusement. 

He decided a motor scooter would be a good 
way of getting round the parish. One was duly 
purchased and Alan set about familiarising 
himself with the riding of the same.  He donned 
his crash helmet and rode round and round the 
Rectory drive. All of a sudden there came a 
shout from a neighbouring garden: “Here you! 
What do you think you are doing?” 

History does not relate the neighbour’s 
reaction when the crash helmet was removed! 

 

Alan reasserted his ownership of the Rectory 
demesne when he lit a garden bonfire and left 
it unattended.  Great was the combustion as 
flames licked and leapt from the bonfire to the 
adjoining hedge.  Before long the hedge 
bordering School Lane was alight and 
neighbours were phoning the Fire Brigade to 
extinguish the inferno.  Someone said the wall 
of fire resembled a scene from the Old 
Testament. 

 

Brenda Bartlett recalls the exceptional 
lengths to which Alan went over her wedding 
to John.  They had planned their wedding and 
made all the necessary arrangements and even 
had a practice run-through when John was 
taken ill and rushed into hospital for major 
heart-surgery.   
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Thursday Home Group 

 “We both went to see Canon Hayward to set 
another date and he went to exceptional 
lengths to fit is into a very hectic booking 
month.  On the day of our wedding he came to 
meet us at the church entrance and insisted on 
a photograph being taken with all the 
bridesmaids despite the music Here comes the 
bride playing loudly behind him.” 

 

The Revd Roger Hutchings, who edited the 
popular BBC television programme, Songs of 
Praise, writes 

 

When we moved to Alvechurch, we noticed 
that a ‘new’ Family Service was happening at 
9.30, so we decided to take our children, 
Matthew and Lydia.  I met Alan at the end of 
the service – which I recall was attended by just 
a couple of dozen people.  I introduced myself 
as a Methodist minister, and Alan immediately 
suggested that I should lead the service the 
following Sunday – partly because he felt it 
wasn’t really his scene!  Such open welcome 
and trust was I think typical of the man, and I 
enjoyed working with or alongside him for 
several years, as the Family Service grew. 

 

Dick Russell tells of a walk he and Alan 
undertook together.  In the distance was the 
Malvern Hills.  Pulling a score of Elgar’s Enigma 
Variations from his pocket, Alan propounded 
his theory that the enigmatic theme of the 
music was based upon the contour of the 

Malvern Hills.  He was deadly serious about 
this. 

 

Alan confided to the present Rector that, only 
a few days after arriving in Alvechurch, he 
returned from a pastoral visit to find a large 
grandfather clock on the Rectory doorstep.  His 
initial reaction was of overwhelming pleasure.  
“How kind of someone to give me such a 
magnificent welcome gift”, he thought.  “What 
kind people the parishioners of Alvechurch 
must be!  I do not really deserve such kindness.  
And how perceptive of my flock to know that I 
like grandfather clocks!”  However, upon 
reaching his front door, his attitude changed.  
He recognized the grandfather clock.  It was his.  
When he left the Rectory it had been in his 
sitting room.  Now it was on his doorstep.  He 
had been burgled and the thieves had been 
unable to get beyond the front door with their 
loot.  His feelings towards the people of 
Alvechurch changed from amiability to 
something a little less charitable. 

 

Alan had a special place in his heart for young 
people.  He allowed the youth of Alvechurch to 
use one the rooms in the Rectory as a games 
room.   

 

From the many comments received over the 
years, the impression given of Alan to non-
church-goers was of a modest, unassuming man 
who took a lively and genuine interest in 
everyone he met.  The memories of him live on! 

Graham and Lynne Clark write of a weekly 
discussion group that meets in their home and 
extend a welcome to others to join them. 

 

Our aim is to create an environment where 
people trust each other and where we regard 
each other as friends as we look at many topics 
surrounding Christian life today - to provide an 
environment in which we can study the Bible in 
a more interactive and discussion-orientated 
way. This includes not only the study of a Bible 
book or topic, but perhaps the reading and 
discussing of a Christian book on some life-
related theme.  Members are encouraged to 

use and develop their spiritual gifts within the 
group, such as in Bible study, leadership, 
prayer.  

 

From now until Lent we will be following the 
topic of ‘Contentment’ – something unusual 
perhaps in a society that thrives on discontent. 

 

If you would like to join us, we meet at The 
Coach House every Thursday evening at 7.30pm 
(Alvechurch time!) for an 8.00pm start.  This 
usually gives us time to catch up with the news 
and have a coffee before the discussion begins.   
For more details contact us on 445 2547. 
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The Lent Course 
This year’s Lent Course, organised by Churches Together in Alvechurch and Rowney Green, is 

called Finding Your Voice and is based upon the award-winning film The King’s Speech.  Taking 
the film as her starting point, Hilary Brand provides five group sessions, along with personal 
weekly readings, exploring ways in which fear holds people back.  She examines how we, like 
Bertie in the film, can face and overcome our fears and begin to find our authentic voice. 

 

The King’s Speech was such a runaway success because it held a mirror to our world and 
offered hope overcoming difficulties.  

 

Lent is traditionally a time for strengthening resolve, bringing believers together in trust and 
encouragement as they strive to follow their calling. The purpose of this year’s Lent Course can 
be summed up in the words of the King’s speech therapist: To give them faith in their voice and 
let them know a friend is listening.  

 

Copies of the book Finding Your Voice by Hilary Brand, published by Darton Longman and Todd 
are priced £5.99 and will be on sale at the various discussion venues. 

 

Here are the venues, dates and times when The King’s Speech can be seen and discussed 
 

 

Thursday 23 
February 

7.30.pm 
for 8.00.pm 

Coach House 
School Lane 

Graham & Lynne Clark 
0121 445 2547 

Thursday 23 
February 

7.30.pm 40 Hinton Avenue Fiona Lee 
0121 445 2087 

Monday 27 
February 

10.15.am 
for 10.30.am 

Fairview 
School Lane 

Veronica Rogers 
0121 447 7017 

Tuesday 28 
February 

7.30.pm Upper Room 
The Ark 

David Martin 
0121 445 1087 

Wednesday 
28 February 

10.15.am 
for 10.30.am 

St Mary’s RC 
Church School Lane 

Felicity Rixon 
0121 445 2371 

Wednesday 
29 February 

2.00.pm 7 Glebe Road Donald Wrapson 
0121 445 6586 

The Midland Sinfonia 
The Midland Sinfonia’s next concert is at the Artrix Theatre in Bromsgrove on Saturday 18th 

February, starting at 7.30.pm. 
 
The programme consists of Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto, in which the soloist is Shulah 
Oliver, together with Mozart’s Haffner Symphony and Beethoven’s Seventh Symphony. 
The concert features one of the largest orchestras The Midland Sinfonia has yet assembled 
and promises to be a splendid evening. 
 
Tickets are £15, with children accompanying an adult free. Tickets for full-time students 
and the registered unemployed are £5. They are available from the Artrix www.artrix.co.uk 
or 01527 577330.  To learn more about the Midland Sinfonia, or to see details of the full 
programme, go to www.midlandsinfonia.co.uk 
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Oi! That’s My Car! 
This month, Community Support Officer C6715 Mark Hyder tells how to protect your vehicle and 

increase general vehicle security. 
 

Vehicle crime has fallen but many thefts of vehicles or their contents can be prevented.  Here 
are a few Quick Tips 

 

 Lock the doors and close the windows and sunroof when you leave your car for any length 

of time. 

 Don’t leave anything on display – even a jacket or a pair of sunglasses can be an appealing 

target for a thief. 

 Remove satellite navigation devices where possible, including the support cradle and 

suction pad. Wipe away any suction pad marks left on the window or dashboard. 

 Tuck in wing mirrors and put the aerial down if possible to discourage vandalism. 

 Never store your vehicle documents in the vehicle. 

 On frosty mornings don’t leave your vehicle unattended with the engine running while it 

defrosts. 

 A steering lock can add extra security and is a good visual deterrent. 

 Keep the keys to your vehicle out of sight - even in your house - so that someone breaking 

into your home cannot steal your vehicle too. 

 If you have a garage, use it to store your vehicle. 

 If you have gates to your driveway, or a lockable removable post, use them. 

 Park in well-lit or busy areas whenever possible. If you park during the day, think about what 

the area will feel like after dark. 

 Fit theft-resistant number plates or clutch-head screws that can not be removed. 

 Consider having a tracker fitter – but remember to renew the annual subscription. 

 When you lock your vehicle, physically check your door handle to confirm the doors have 

locked correctly. 
DO NOT leave tools in the back of you vehicle overnight. 
 

For more information or any advice, please contact your Local Policing Team. Alternatively 
contact CSO 6715 HYDER at Wythall Police Station. You can find out who your LPT is by visiting 
our website: http://www.westmercia.police.uk/localpolicing/ 

Alvechurch Historical Society  
What is your most treasured or precious item? Margaret Gardiner says all will be revealed at 

the February meeting of the Historical Society.   
 

The February meeting on MONDAY 6 FEBRUARY is The Annual General Meeting.  The business 
of the evening will only take about 30 minutes and the rest of the evening will be members 
talking about their most precious and interesting items brought from home.  So look out any 
precious, beautiful, rare or curious items you have at home and share them with us that 
evening.  We meet on the first Monday of the month at 7.45pm.  There is plenty of parking 
behind the Catholic Church with their kind permission.  See you then. Margaret (0121 445 
1649)                       

http://www.westmercia.police.uk/localpolicing/
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Bells Away! 

 

The Leys Residential Home 

Old Birmingham Road 

Alvechurch B48 7TQ 

 

Offering a warm, welcoming and caring  

environment for later years. 

For further information, or to arrange 

a visit, please call 

0121 445 5587 

 James Giles  

& Sons 
A FAMILY OWNED FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

ESTABLISHED 1916 
 

Serving all communities 
with dignity and 
understanding 

 

 Private Chapel of Rest 

 Day and Night Service 

 Woodland Burial 

 Golden Charter and Help 
the Aged Funeral Plans 

 Catering and Floral 
Tributes 

 

Telephone 01527 872318 
24 Stourbridge Road 

Bromsgrove, Worcs, B61 0AE 

An historic event in the church tower is chronicled by Geoff 
Franklin 

 
We've got the bells out of the tower now and by the time 

that you read this they'll have been recast and retuned. The 
bell hangers visited us on the 12th and 13th February to help 
us lower the bells into the vestry and then into the back of 
the church for the weekend. On Tuesday 17th February they 
came back to collect the bells and took them to the 
Whitechapel foundry in London. Whitechapel recast the two 
smallest bells and the tenor on the 26th February and will 
tune them to match our five oldest bells - the 1711 set from 
Joseph Smith of Edgbaston.  

We're grateful to the gang of volunteers from Alvechurch 
and Beoley who helped with the work. The bell hanger was 
pleased to see that the tower had been prepared so 
thoroughly and was able to start work as soon as he arrived. 
The five smallest bells came down before lunch on the 
Thursday  - (and we must thank the Ark Café for lunch) - 
leaving Thursday afternoon for the three largest bells and 
Friday for the removal of all the heavy timbers.  

The bells went into the back of the church and the 
woodwork into the vestry. Some of the bell-fittings are still in 
usable condition. They won't fit our new bells but we're 
asking around to see whether another church might be able 
to make use of them. We're also looking for buyers for all the 
timber. There are some long beams here and we're hoping to 
sell them to somebody who needs heavy antique timber for 
restoration or rebuilding work. Whilst we're speaking of 
money, the volunteers' work with the bell hanger saved the 
church £4,000 on the total bill, so this effort must rank as the 
ringers' most successful fundraising to date.  

Once the eight bells are in tune they'll be built into a new 
frame at White's bell hangers workshop in Appleton to check 
that everything fits and moves correctly. It will then all be 
disassembled and returned to St Laurence to be fitted back 
into the tower. Before this happens though we will display 
the bells in the church again and there will be a service of 
dedication. 

It seems very strange now that the tower is silent, and even 
stranger to look at the tower clock and wonder why it's still a 
quarter-past -eleven. We don't yet have firm date for the 
bells' return but it's very satisfying to have made such a good 
start to the real work of project and to know that the end of a 
long campaign is in sight. 
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Lynne Clark extends an invitation to those experiencing the 
loss of a loved one. 

 
The Forget-me-not group is for anyone coping with the 

pain of loss of a loved one, either recently or perhaps some 
time ago.  Grief takes many forms and sometimes it just 
helps to have a chat with others going through the same 
thing; people who may have some idea of the pain involved.    

 
The group meets in the Ark twice monthly with either Sue, 

Annette or Jayne being on hand to provide tea, biscuits and 
a friendly ear.  If you would like to come along, we’d love to 
see you.  The February dates are Monday 6th and Monday 
20th at 1.30pm.   

 
For more information, or help with transport, call Sue 

Phillips 445 3620, Annette Thomas 445 5180 or Philippa 
Brakes 445 3983. 

Running a B & B 

A chance to learn of the humorous things that happen in 
Bed and Breakfast establishments is offered by Jill Woolley 
at this month’s meeting of the St Laurence Women’s 
Fellowship. 

 
We continue to meet on the fourth Wednesday of each 

month in The Tanyard Centre at 2.00.pm 
 
On WEDNESDAY 22 FEBRUARY we welcome Mrs Rosemary 

Prosser who will tell us of her experiences running a Bed 
and Breakfast establishment.  She has some amusing 
anecdotes to tell! 

 
The Rector will be coming for his annual visit on 

Wednesday 28 March and we look forward to hearing his 
Childhood Memories. 

 
This will complete our Programme for 2011—12 and we 

are busy planning events for 2012-13, with a possible event 
to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.  Watch this 
space. 

 

 Garden Centre 
Opening hours 

Mon-Fri 9 to 5, Sat 10 to 4 
 

  Woodwork 

Packing / assembly 

Landscaping / maintenance 
 

Support your local cha rity which offers peop le 

with special needs the opportunity to 

experience the real world of work. 

Wellesbourne Close 
Easemore Road, Redditch 
B98 8ER 
01527 69955 

WHERE NEXT 

ASSOCIATION 

 "Rectory Cottage Bed and Breakfast" 

Old Rectory Lane,  
Alvechurch 

 

offers  
warm and welcoming accommodation, 
with super breakfasts and attractive, 

spacious bedrooms.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Celia on 

0121 445 4824, or visit our website 

www. rectorycottage-alvechurch.co.uk 

 

Forget-Me-Not 
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Circassian Circle 
 If you’ve never experienced doesy-doeing or 

promenading, stripping the willow or baskets, 
Ann Thurrell tells where you can. 

 
Circassian Circle is a Country Dancing Club 

formed over 40 years ago for all age groups. It 
meets on the 1st Saturday of the month in 
Rowney Green Peace Hall.  Simple dances are 
taught - nothing too difficult - and all dances 
are 'walked through' before being put to 

music.  We currently have about 40 members 
but could easily accommodate another 
20.  Judging by the popularity of dancing 
programmes on television, this could be your 
opportunity to get back on the dance floor! 

  
For more information contact Derrick or 

Sandra Jones on 01527 545002 or myself, Ann 
Thurrell, on 0121 447 7668. 
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Obituaries 

KENNETH LESLIE HIPKINS 
 

A man whose son is buried in the churchyard 
and whose other son lives in Station Road, died 
on 20 December, at the age of 74, after a long 
battle with emphysema. 

Kenneth Leslie Hipkins was an only child born 
in Spring Hill, Ladywood in 1937.  As a boy, he 
belonged to the Boys Brigade (playing the 
bugle) and commenced his life-long interest in 
football.  He met his best friend, Ronnie, at the 
age of five and the two of them remained 
friends ever after. 

After two years National Service in the Army, 
when he was based at Carrick in County 
Durham, he underwent a five-year 
apprenticeship as a painter and decorator with 
Elvins.  He later worked for the Austin Motor 
Company for four years before returning to 
painting and decorating in a self-employed 
capacity.  He continued working until he 
sustained a heart attack at the age of 59 
causing him to take early retirement. 

He married his wife Mary in 1958 and they 
shared 53 years together.  He was the father of 
Belinda, Stephen (who died in 2005), Karen and 
Kenneth.  He was grandfather to ten 
grandchildren – Katie, Eleanor, Jack, Leah, 
Francis, Jordan, Billy, Matthew, Holly and Joel – 
and great-grandfather to Daniel, Noah and 
Molly. 

He lived in Smethwick and Selly Oak before 
settling in Longbridge where he lived for the 
past 40 years.  He was a loyal Aston Villa FC 
supporter, enjoyed the music of Elvis Presley 
and liked a weekly flutter on the horses. He also 
greatly enjoyed holidays both at home and 
abroad. 

He will be remembered as a sociable, hard-
working, family-orientated man who had an 
inherent dignity about him. 

His funeral was held at Lodge Hill 
Crematorium on Thursday 29 December.  The 
hymn sung was All things bright and beautiful.  
His cremated remains are to be interred, with 
those of his son, Stephen, in the churchyard. 

JOAN KATHLEEN COUMBE 
 

A lady who had lived at Bordesley for the past 
seven years died on 29 December at the age of 
81. 

Joan Kathleen Coumbe was one of a family of 
fourteen children born in Farnborough.  Twelve 
are still alive, including Molly, Sis and Mary with 
whom she was especially close. 

In 1953 she married her husband John.  They 
met at a dance.  She was selling raffle tickets 
and approached him to see if he would buy 
one. “Certainly”, he replied, “on condition you 
give me the next dance”. So began a 
relationship that has spanned more than 58 
years. 

She was the mother of David and Maureen 
and the grandmother of Matthew and Laura. 

She began her working life as a hotel 
waitress.  Then followed a year at the family 
public house – The Earl Grey – in Folkestone.  
Subsequent jobs included employment with 
The Greenshield Stamp Company and in the 
BBC Canteen at Bristol. 

Forty years of her life were spent in Bristol, 
but, in 2004, she moved to Bordesley in order 
to be near her son.  She suffered greatly with 
health problems, being both diabetic and also 
having to undergo dialysis three times a week. 

She will be remembered as a person with 
strong likes and dislikes but who never 
complained or indulged in self-pity despite her 
poor health. 

Her funeral was held at Redditch 
Crematorium on Tuesday 10 January and the 
two hymns sung were The old rugged cross and 
Abide with me. 
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From the Registers 

Funerals and Cremations 

May they rest in the peace of Christ 

 
December 29 Kenneth Leslie Hipkins aged 74 

   January 10 Joan Kathleen Coumbe aged 81  
 

Flowers 

Ann Thurrell writes … 
 
Christmas seems a long time ago but because of printing deadlines I was unable to thank 

the ladies who came along a couple of days before the Big Event to decorate our church once 
again. They were Elizabeth Clement, Helen Jones, Pat Phipps and Lynda Wolstencroft. Without 
their help I would have been in church very much longer.  I am sure all who came to the 
church over the festive period will have appreciated the lovely arrangements. 

 
The last week of February takes us into Lent and in accordance with Christian custom, no 

flowers will be seen in church until Easter, which this year is on 8th April. 

Rota for February 2012      

 5th Feb 12th Feb 19th Feb LENT 

Sanctuary Monica Clarke Virginia Davis Albert Whurr NO FLOWERS 

Lady Chapel Monica Clarke Virginia Davis Albert Whurr NO FLOWERS 

In Memory of Felix Ward Mrs F.R.Catley June Whurr NO FLOWERS 

 

Baptisms 
We welcome you into the Lord’s family 
 
December 18 Felix Michael Howard Hennesy   Northfield 

  Vincent Charles Sims        Redditch Road 
  Florence Darcy Sims         Redditch Road 
  Elizabeth Frances Middleton      Brockhill 

 

Photographs of the newly-baptized can be found on the church website 
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Rector Revd David Martin, The Rectory, School Lane 445 1087 

       davidmartin@lynkserve.net 
Licensed Lay Ministers Mr Dick Russell, 2 Gothic Cottages, Radford Rd 445 3083 

  Ms Sue Philips Withybed Green 445 3620 
Authorised Lay Ministers Mrs Helena Allen,  117 Birmingham road 445 5605 

 Mr Phil Burgess Highlands, School Lane, 447 7468 

 Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 

 Ms Gloria Wilson, 11 Bear Hill Drive 445 1854 

 Mrs Philippa Brakes, 56 Callow hill Road 445 3983 
 Mrs Lynne Clark, The Coach House, School Lane 445 2547 
 Mrs Jayne Burgess, Highlands, School Lane 447 7468 
 Mrs Annette Thomas 8 Snake Lane 445 5180 

Churchwardens Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane. 445 2547 

 Mr Mick Fletcher , 52 Callow Hill Road 445 6431 

Deputy Wardens Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road,   01527 64077 
 Mr Andy Humphries, Sunnymead, Station Road 445 5955 

  Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane 445 3569 
  Mrs Alison Smith, 12 Hollington Road 447 7293 

PCC Secretary Mrs Enid Brumsen 32 Callow Hill Road 445 0663  
PCC Treasurer Mr Bob Dale Weatheroak Farm 01564 822486 

Organist & Choirmaster Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane 445 3569 

Electoral Roll Officer Mr Jeremy Roberts, 7 Redditch Road, Hopwood 445 2041 
Tower Captain Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road 01527 64077 
Singing Group Mrs Lynda Wolstencroft  49 Hinton Avenue Tel:  445 3212 

Mum’s the Word Mrs Bib Paterson, 57 Birmingham Road 07876390154  
Flower Co-ordinator Mrs Ann Thurrell, Top Barn, Scarfield Hill 447 7668 

Women’s Fellowship Mrs Jill Woolley, 111 Birmingham Road 445 2125 
Ark Booking Secretary ) Mr Ian Price, the Ark School Lane, 447 7955 

& Grapevine advertising  )      thearkalvechurch@yahoo.co.uk 

Grapevine Editor Revd David Martin, The Rectory, School Lane 445 1087 
      davidmartin@lynkserve.net 

Finance and Standing Committee  Development  

David Martin Graham Clark Alison Smith Jeremy Roberts 
Mike Fletcher Alison Smith Margaret Haste  
Bob Dale Jeremy Roberts    

Children and Youth   Churchyard  
Martin Allen Mike Fletcher Bob Dale Andy Humphries 
Marion Thompson Pat Booth   
  Peru and Missionary 

Buildings and Fabric  Sue Phillips Dick Russell 
Mick Fletcher Colin Bennett Sue Brotherton Margaret Haste 
David Richmond Jill Woolley Worship   
 Barbara Scane Martin Allen 
  Graham Clark Enid Brumsen 

  David Richmond   

PCC Special Responsibilities 

Who’s who 
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Calendar 

FEBRUARY 
 

 
 
 
Saturday 4 5.30.pm     Worcester Cathedral Evensong 

  7.30.pm     Circassion Circle: Rowney Green Peace Hall 
 

Sunday 5 2.30.pm     Footpath Walk from Tanyard Lane Car Park 
 

Monday 6 1.30.pm     Forget-me-Not Group: the Ark 
  7.45.pm     Historical Society AGM in The Museum, School Lane 

 

Thursday 9 7.45.pm     Rowney Green Horticultural Society in The Peace Hall 
 

Saturday 11 7.30.pm     Quiz and Chips in The Ark 
 

Sunday 12 6.30.pm     Ecumenical Service in St Mary’s RC Church, School Lane 
 

Thursday 16      MARCH GRAPEVINE GOES TO PRESS 
 

Saturday 18 7.30.pm     Midland Sinfonia Concert in The Artrix, Bromsgrove 
 

Monday 20 1.30.pm     Forget-me-Not Group: The Ark 
 

Tuesday 21 2.00.pm     Shrove Tuesday Pancakes in the Baptist Hall, Red Lion 
       Street 

 

Wednesday 22 2.00.pm     Women’s Fellowship in Tanyard Community Centre 
  7.30.pm     ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE in St Laurence Church 
  7.45.pm     Village Society: Village Hall 

 

Thursday 23 10.15.am   Tiny Tots Service in St Laurence Church 
  7.30.pm     Lent Course begins at The Coach House, School Lane 
  7.30.pm     Lent Course begins at 40 Hinton Avenue 

 

Monday 27 10.15.am   Lent Course begins at Fairview, School Lane 
 

Tuesday 28 7.30.pm     Lent Course begins at The Ark 
 

Wednesday 29 10.15.am   Lent Course begins at St Mary’s RC Church, School  Lane 
  2.00.pm     Lent Course begins at 7 Glebe Road 

 


