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St Laurence Church Alvechurch 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

8.00.am Holy Communion 
9.30.am Family Service 

with Holy Communion on the 1st Sunday 
and Baptisms on the 4th Sunday 

11.00.am Parish Eucharist 
6.00.pm Evensong 

 

At Rowney Green Shared Church 
9.30.am Methodist/Anglican Service 

with Holy Communion on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month 
 

DAILY SERVICE 
 

9.00.am Monday to Friday 
In St Laurence Church 

 

ORGANISATIONS 
 

Sunday Club  Sundays at 9.30.am in the Church and Ark (445 1854) 
 

Choir   Thursdays at 7.45.pm in Church (445 3569) 
 

Bellringers  Sundays at 10.30.am and 5.30.pm 
   Tuesday Practice at 7.30.pm (01527 64077) 

 

Women’s Fellowship 4th Wednesday of the month at 2.00.pm  
   in Tanyard Lane Community Centre (445 2125) 
 

Mum’s the Word Thursdays at 9.30.am  in The Ark (07773509390) 
   Tiny Tots Service 10.15.am 1st Thursday of the month 
 

Ark Café  Thursdays during term time at 12.15.pm (447 7017) 
 

Home Group  Thursdays, 7.30.pm at the Coach House (445 2547) 
 

 

THE ARK 
Enquiries to Ian Price 0121 447 7955 

 
 

Registered as a Charity in England and Wales: Charity Number 1131783 
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Philippa Brakes Writes... 
People look for 

certainties in life. We 

need to believe that 

something we have 

grown to trust will go 

on working the way it 

always has done.  

Perhaps that is why the terrible accident at 

Alton Towers was so profoundly disturbing.  

The cars should never have been able to 

collide. It was an impossible accident and all 

of our hearts went out to the people 

involved in something that should never 

have happened and will change their lives 

for ever. 

Our trust seems to be shaken so often these 

days. The news is full of tales of those who 

have betrayed people who trusted them 

from FIFA officials and sports coaches to 

television personalities. In such a world who 

can we trust?  The very condition of being 

human means that we are all prone to fail; 

to let others down because, however good 

our intentions, we are sometimes too easily 

swayed by our own selfish needs to consider 

those of others. 

The bible contains countless examples of 

ordinary people who put their trust in God 

and found that their lives became 

extraordinary – and what is more – that their 

trust, once placed, was never betrayed.  

God’s promises are recorded directly: 

“Come to me all of you who are weary and 

heavy laden and I will give you rest.”  

Matthew 11:28 

“For I know the plans I have for you” says the 

Lord “plans for good and not for evil, to give 

you a future and a hope.” Jeremiah 29:11 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart.  Lean 

not on your own understanding.  In all your 

ways acknowledge Him and He will direct 

your paths.”  Proverbs 3: 6 

“Will”, “Know”  “Trust” – words to inspire; to 

give us something of the assuredness we 

need that someone does understand and 

will remain faithful in loving and supporting 

us. Through all our human failings and our 

selfishness that causes war, famines and 

casual cruelty to others, God is working 

quietly through those who listen to his 

guidance and love his ways of peace.   

Through them God brought peace in 

Northern Ireland.  Through them he brought 

the Berlin wall down, ending years of 

division.  Through them he brings peace, 

forgiveness and healing to so many who are 

traumatised by the harshness of life. 

Jesus himself fulfilled every promise he 

made.  He told his disciples that he would 

die and come back to life. He did. He 

promised to send the Holy Spirit to 

strengthen and support them in their work 

of spreading his love and healing. He did that 

too, dramatically, wonderfully, without 

reserve on the day of Pentecost, so the 

disciples were filled with joy and power and 

all their fear melted away. Like them we can 

have that joy and strength if we trust the 

one who will never let us down: never fail. 
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Showroom and Workshop 
338 Alcester Road, Burcot,  

Bromsgrove B60 1BH 

Tel: (01527) 876200 
07710976744  

All Work  
is to the 
Highest 

Standard 

THOMAS 

BROTHERS 

Funeral Directors 

Prepayment Plan,  

Private Chapels,  

"Woodland Burial" 
24 hour Personal Service 

 

A family-owned funeral directors 
offering a friendly, dignified service, 

paying attention to detail. 
 

Tel: 01527 547777 
494 Evesham Road 

Crabbs Cross, Redditch 
S.A.I.F. 

12A Red Lion Street 
Alvechurch   B48 7LF 

0121 445 3422 
S.A.I.F. 

Model Railway  
Exhibition  

Saturday July 4th 
10.30am - 4.00pm 

 

This is our 10th annual exhibition.  
There will be everything from  
Thomas the Tank Engine to fine 
scale, super detail trains with  

appropriate sounds. The layouts, 
large and small,  will include local 
trains, toy trains, and American 

trains. 
 

We have some new traders this 
year, replacing some who are not 

able to attend. 
In addition to the trains there are 

stalls with bric-a-brac, books, etc. 
 

Excellent refreshments will be 
available all day.  Don't miss them.  

They are superb! 
 

We look forward to seeing you all. 
David Richmond.  0121 445 3569. 
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 Garden Centre 
Opening hours 

Mon-Fri 9 to 5, Sat 10 to 4 
 

  Woodwork 

Packing / assembly 

Landscaping / maintenance 
 

Support your local cha rity which offers peop le 

with special needs the opportunity to 

experience the real world of work. 

Wellesbourne Close 
Easemore Road, Redditch 
B98 8ER 
01527 69955 

WHERE NEXT 

ASSOCIATION 

 "Rectory Cottage Bed and Breakfast" 

Old Rectory Lane,  
Alvechurch 

 

offers  
warm and welcoming accommodation, 
with super breakfasts and attractive, 

spacious bedrooms.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Celia on 

0121 445 4824, or visit our website 

www. rectorycottage-alvechurch.co.uk 

 

Alvechurch Village Society 
Ray Yarnell writes… 
 

The July evening walk will be around Newbourne Hill, Rowney 
Green on Friday 10th July followed by an end of season social 
drink at the ''Goat and Trousers'' in Rowney Green Village Hall. 
The walk will be led by Adrian Smith (07941 508881) and will 
leave Rowney Green Village hall car park at 7.00pm. 
 

A Special Thank You 
 

Dianne and Barry Court would like to thank all who donated so 
generously at Trudy Cluderay's funeral. The total given was 
£756.21 and has been divided between the Annette Fox Leu-
kaemia Research Fund based at Bradford Royal Infirmary - 
where Kim Trudy's granddaughter - initially received her treat-
ment and the Anthony Nolan Bone Marrow Trust. 
 

Rowney Green Horticultural Society 
 

During the months of July and August we will not be  
holding our usual monthly meeting at The Peace Hall on the 
second Thursday of the month, as Outings and Events have 
been organised.  On July 9th the Society has arranged for a visit 
to Bentley Heath Allotments, Packwood Close for a guided tour 
with David Bates. Time for this event is 6.55pm for 7.00pm. If 
you would like to visit the Allotments please telephone Janet 
Barnett on 01527 69399 who will let you have directions as to 
where exactly the allotments are situated. 
 

On August 12th a coach outing has been organised to visit 
Hampton Court Palace Gardens - the cost is £30.00.  There are 
still places available for this  very exciting outing; so please 
contact Ann Allen on 01527 62262 if you would like to join us.  
 

Should you require any further information please do not hesi-
tate to contact Lindsay Smith on 01527 592874. 
 

Rowney Green Flower Club 
 

Rowney Green Flower Club is holding a fund raiser at Rectory 
Cottage, Old Rectory Lane, Alvechurch on  
Thursday afternoon 2nd July commencing at 2.30pm.  
 

It will include home made cakes and tea, raffle, bring and buy 
table and a walk round the garden (weather permitting). It's to 
help support the expenses of the Flower Club and entrance is 
£2.50. Please come along, all welcome. Celia 0121 445 4824.  
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The Ark Café 
 
 
 
 
 
The Ark Cafe will continue to serve meals in July and 
August. 
 
On 2nd July there will be Roast Pork and Bread and Butter 
Pudding and on 9th July we will be serving a Salad Buffet. 
 
We will then be closed on 16th July and reopen on 23rd 
July for the Summer Cafe when we will be offering a 
selection of sandwiches and salads with a dessert. These 
will be served on each Thursday in July and August until 
27th August. Please support us during the summer period. 
 

Alvechurch Historical Society 
 

Our most recent meeting, held in June, was our last before 
the summer break. David Clark made a presentation called 
“Sentenced to Beyond the Seas”. With many illustrations 
and great enthusiasm he told us about eight 
Worcestershire women transported to Australia in 1787.   
We learned why they were sent, how they fared during 
their sentences, and what became of them afterwards. 
 
Our programme resumes 
in September, with a talk 
on the “Perseus and 
Andromeda Fountain at 
Witley Court” by Derek 
Clarke on the evening of 
Monday 7th.   
 
Two open days follow on the afternoons of Saturdays 12th 
and 19th, when the theme will be “Canals”, as 2015 is the 
200th anniversary of the Worcester & Birmingham Canal.   
 
Do take the opportunity to visit our museum. Full details 
will be given in the September Grapevine. 

 

 

Kathryn Collinson 
BA Hons, BEd Hons, ALCM 

 
Lessons 

from 
20 minutes 

to 
1 hour 

 
 
Music tuition – All Styles 
 Classical, Bass and Electric Guitar 

 Piano and Keyboard 

 For exams or just for fun 
 

Maths and English Tuition 
 SATS / confidence building 

 Special needs 

 Ages from 5-11 years 
 

Tel: 0121 445 3523 
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Summer at 
the Library 
 

 
Summer Reading Challenge 
Alvechurch Library will be hosting a series of events as 
part of the annual Summer Reading Challenge. We are 
challenging 4-12 years old to read 6 books from now until 
September. To sign up simply pop into the library. You'll 
receive lots of goodies and incentives to keep you reading 
throughout the summer.  
 
If you read 2 books by Wednesday 29th July 10-4pm you'll 
be eligible to collect your invite to visit Croome in 
Worcestershire for a fun packed day including guest poet 
Lemn Sissay MBE. 
 

Who wants to be a Millionaire Quiz 
See who in your family knows all the answers to the 
Record Breakers themed quiz, just like the TV show, with 
phone a friend and 50:50. On Thursday 6th August from 
2.30-4pm. £2 per family. 
 

Lego Workshop 
Bring your family to the library for a fantastic family fun 
Lego workshop on Thursday 20th August from 2.30-4pm. 
£10 per family. Very limited places. 
 

And for the Adults 
Join us on Friday 3rd July from 11-12pm for a talk by local 
author Natasha Aylott, who will be talking about her book 
Get Blissed. Natasha is an accomplished mentor and 
coach, who has been facilitating business men and 
women to balance their lives from the inside out for 8 
years. Natasha wants us all to learn to operate from a 
place that is heart centred, so you can create an 
exceptional life for yourself. 
 
For more information please pop in or email: 
AlvechurchLib@worcestershire.gov.uk or call The Hub on 
01905 822722. 
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Burcot Grange 
Residential 

Care Setting for 
the Elderly 

 
A unique blend of luxury  country  house 
living and quality  forward thinking  care, 
Burcot Grange is the perfect place for 
retirement living. 
 

Long term care 
 

Individua lly designed independent liv ing 

suites 
 

Short stay convalescent and holiday 

accommodation 
 

For more information or to arrange a visit 
go to  www.burcotgrange.com  

Burcot Grange, 23 Greenhill, Burcot, 
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, B60 1BJ. 

0121 445 5552 admin@burcotgrange.com  

Lunchtime Supervisor Vacancies 
 

We are seeking to appoint Lunchtime Supervisor’s to 
work at our school. The roles are for 7½ hours per week 

(11.50am to 1.20pm), 5 days a week term-time only, per-
manent contracts.  We require someone who would be 

available to start as and when the full  
recruitment process is complete, with a clear  

Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate. 
 

Please contact the school for further details and  
application forms.  CV’s will not be accepted. Crown 
Meadow First School and Nursery is committed to  

safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 
young people and as such expects all schools, their staff 

and volunteers to share this commitment. 
 

Crown Meadow First School & Nursery  
Birmingham Road 

Alvechurch 
Birmingham 

B48 7TA 
Tele: 0121 445 4540 

National Macular Week  
6 - 12 July 2015 

 
Come and find out about macular disease 

with members of your local Macular Society 
support group 

 

Awareness Day  
 

Thursday 9 July 2015  
10 am - 4 pm 

 
Sainsbury’s Redditch 
Abbey Trading Centre 

Alvechurch Highway, B97 6RF 
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  James Giles  

& Sons 
A FAMILY OWNED FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

ESTABLISHED 1916 
 

Serving all communities 
with dignity and 
understanding 

 

 Private Chapel of Rest 

 Day and Night Service 

 Woodland Burial 

 Golden Charter and Help 
the Aged Funeral Plans 

 Catering and Floral 
Tributes 

 

Telephone 01527 872318 
24 Stourbridge Road 

Bromsgrove, Worcs, B61 0AE 

A Letter From The 
Bishop of Worcester 
 

The psalmist tells us that ‘the heavens 
declare the glory of God and the  
firmament proclaims his handiwork. One day pours out its 
song to another and one night unfolds knowledge to an-
other.’ It’s a beautifully poetic way to refer to the glory of 
creation. I hope that summer weather and, for those who 
are lucky enough to have one, the time and space that 
holidays can afford, will make it easier to  appreciate the 
glory that the heavens declare. 
 
Nature has sometimes been referred to as a ‘third          
testament’ which speaks to us of the presence and love 
of God in a way similar to the Old and New Testaments. I 
hope that we shall all be able to take some time out this 
summer to wonder at the creation and give thanks for it 
in our   prayers. We need to pray, too, that humanity will 
have the grace and strength to care for it better. 
 
The Bible speaks of a ‘cosmic covenant’ between God, 
humanity and the earth in which we humans are  
dependent on nature but also under God have a major 
responsibility to care for it. As the 2015 United Nations 
Climate Change  Conference approaches prayers are 
needed for the will to be found to cherish God’s beautiful 
and yet fragile creation upon which we depend. 
 

John 
 

Parish Prayers 
 

Prayers will be said at St Laurence 
Church for the residents of the following 
roads: 
 

Sunday 5th July – Altheston Close 
Sunday 12th July – Ash Lane 
Sunday 19th July – Bear Hill 
Sunday 26th July – Bear Hill Drive 
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 Real Church Bulletins!! 
These sentences actually appeared in church 
bulletins or were announced at church  
services:  
 

The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.  
--------------------------  

The sermon this morning: 'Jesus Walks on the Water’. The 
sermon tonight: ‘Searching for Jesus.'  

--------------------------  
Ladies, don't forget the jumble sale. It's a chance to get rid of 
those things not worth keeping around the house. Bring your 

husbands.  
--------------------------  

Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help.  
--------------------------  

Miss Charlene Mason sang 'I will not pass this way again,'  
giving obvious pleasure to the congregation.  

--------------------------  
Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir. They need 

all the help they can get.  
--------------------------  

Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in 
the church. So ends a friendship that began in their school 

days.  
--------------------------  

A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in the church 
hall. Music will follow..  

--------------------------  
At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be 'What 

Is Hell?' Come early and listen to our choir practice.  
                                                                             More next month... 

St Laurence Women’s Fellowship 
 

A small group of us met in May. Holidays, outings and   
illness depleted our numbers but we spent an enjoyable after-
noon watching Avril Pulley modelling her porcelain flowers. 
Having once worked for Worcester Porcelain she is extremely 
talented and models many varieties of beautiful and realistic 
flowers. 
 

At our next meeting on July 22nd we continue a flower theme 
when local lady Mary Green tells us ‘What Flowers are For’. 
 

A reminder of our Tea and Tray Bake afternoon in aid of the 
Stained Glass Window appeal which will be held in The Ark on 
Tuesday August 18th at 2.30pm. Come and join us there or at 
any of our meetings held in the Tanyard Centre starting at 2pm 
but beware of parking restrictions. 
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Kids Corner 
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Ron Barnett's War at Sea 
 

By Robert Barnett (Choir Master at Tardebigge 
Church) This article first appeared in Tardebigge 
& Bentley’s Parish Magazine) Part 2 of 4  
 

In the last magazine we left my father as he 
joined his second ship, the Shell oil tanker 
Cardita. This was the ship he spent most of his 
sea war with and what talking he did about his 
time at sea was about this period. 
 

On the Cardita, Dad was 2nd Radio officer. His 
particular friends on board that he mentioned 
the most, were the afore mentioned Royal 
Naval Reserve gunner, Bill, and the 3rd Radio 
officer, Eddie Thompson. Dad always said Eddie 
should never have gone to sea, as from the 
moment the anchor was raised until it dropped 
at the end of a voyage, Eddie suffered from sea 
sickness and spent most of his off duty time in 
his bunk. The remarkable thing was he never 
missed his time on watch! Eddie was a Scottish 
lad from Glasgow, where he lived with his 
widowed father. There was at least one 
occasion when the Cardita anchored in Loch 
Long and Dad spent his leave at Eddie's home. 
But normally, they docked at Liverpool, and 
Eddie spent his leave at my Grandparent's in 
Grange Lane, Alvechurch, where he used to 
entertain them by dressing up as a certain 
Charles Chaplin! 
 

On one occasion, while sailing down the East 
coast of America, bound for Galvaston, some of 
the crew of Cardita were doing a spot of fishing 
over the side and, by some fluke, caught an 
octopus. Now there were Chinese crew 
members who were employed as "Greasers" in 
the engine room, (presumably charged with 
seeing to the lubrication side of things) and 
while the British lads were looking at this 
octopus in a bucket, one of the off duty Chinese 
happened to walk by, took one look in the 
bucket, scooped up the said creature and with 
the words, "lubberly grub", disappeared down 
below and that was the last they saw of the 
octopus. Unfortunately for Dad, the Chinese 
had their own galley, right opposite Dad's 
cabin. He said he didn't know what they did  
 

with the octopus, but the stink that came out of 
that galley that night was terrible! This 
happened before the U.S joined the war and 
the U-boat had not begun to hunt off the 
eastern seaboard of America. Another trick 
they used to do was to hang a light over the 
stern of the ship, shining down into the water. 
After a while they would see the silver flashes 
of sardines attracted by the light. Suddenly a 
mouth/mouths full of teeth would flash 
through the shoal. Barracuda grabbing their 
supper! 

 

I remember, as a lad in my early teens, having 
read about the German battleship Bismarck, 
asking Dad where he was when Bismarck came 
out into the Atlantic. I shall never forget his 
answer. "In the Atlantic with an outward bound 
convoy, swanning around in circles in danger of 
disappearing up our own sterns, waiting to see 
which way she would go!" One of the ships in 
the convoy was the liner Britannic carrying, I 
understand, wounded men bound for Canada. 
With such a large ship full of humans, the escort 
included a battleship, H.M.S.Rodney. As history 
records, she was detached from the convoy to 
go after the Bismarck and joined up with 
Admiral Tovey's flagship, H.M.S King George V. 
Having caught up with the damaged Bismarck, 
the old girl had the honour of firing the first 
broadside with her nine sixteen inch guns. It 
was Rodney that, with her sixth broadside, 
scored a direct hit on Bismarck’s main gunnery 
control position. Soon after control had passed 
to the after gunnery control, another sixteen 
inch shell blew the range finder off the top of it, 
ending Bismarck’s ability to deliver effective 
concentrated fire. What isn't widely known, is 
that Rodney had passengers on board; shell 
shocked servicemen bound for Canada. Queer 
treatment for shell shock, to have fifteen inch 
shells from Bismarck whistling around and 
having Rodney's guns roaring above their 
heads! 
Ron and Margaret Barnett (his parents) spent 
the first year or so of their marriage  lodging 
with a Win Allwood, wife of the then local 
butcher, Len, (who was in the army) until they 
bought their first house in Snake Lane, where 
Robert spent the first 2 ½ years of his life.  
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Obituary 
 

Philip Holland 
 

A former schoolteacher and school 
inspector, who made his home in Rowney 
Green, died on 12 April at the age of 73. 
Philip Holland was an only child born in 
Southport who enjoyed a loving childhood 
with his parents. He soon became an avid 
reader, who liked to visit the theatre and 
also indulge in storytelling.  He attended the 
King George V Grammar School in Southport 
before moving to Leeds University where he 
read English. After graduating, he obtained a 
teaching qualification from Manchester 
University. 
 

His first teaching job was at his old school. 
Then followed a brief spell at Harold Hill 
School, London before he returned to King 
George V School, Southport. He then went 
as Head of English, Drama and Library 
Studies to Ainsdale High School, Southport. 
It was while on a Library Training Course at 
Edgehill that he met Jean, his wife-to-be.  
They married in 1975 and have shared forty 
years together. 
 

In 1978 he moved to Abraham Moss 
Comprehensive School, and in 1981 to 
Townley High School, Burnley where he was 
Deputy Head. In 1983 Salford Education 
Authority appointed him English and Drama 
Advisor. He subsequently moved to 
Birmingham as Assistant Chief Inspector of 
Schools.  He came to dislike the politicking 
the job involved and so, in 1988, he opted 
for a career change. He joined the Sun 
Insurance Company of Canada and 
subsequently became the company’s 
Training Manager. He retired at the age of 
57 and spent his latter years giving private 
tuition, acting as an Examiner and running 
computer skills courses. 

His passion for the theatre lasted all his life. 
He was a patron of the Royal Shakespeare 
Theatre and saw every production at 
Stratford from 1964 until ill health 
intervened. He was a member of three book 
clubs, the Alvechurch Pudding Club and the 
Wine Society of Stevenage. 
 

He will be remembered as an independently
-minded person who enjoyed the company 
of others but was also content with his own 
company. There was always fun and 
laughter whenever he was around.  He was 
an optimist who possessed verve and 
determination. He never wanted to get 
stuck in a rut. 
 

Ten years ago he was afflicted with 
Parkinson’s Disease.  This was followed by 
dementia.  Throughout his latter years he 
was lovingly cared for by his wife, Jean. 
His funeral was held in St Laurence Church 

on Tuesday 28 April and was conducted by 

the former Rector of Alvechurch, the 

Reverend David Martin. The hymns sung 

were Amazing grace, The Lord’s my 

shepherd and Abide with me.  Catherine 

Hamer played the second movement of 

Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto and Miles 

Richardson of the Royal Shakespeare 

Company declaimed an extract from As You 

Like It.  After the service his body was laid to 

rest in Westall Park Burial Ground. 
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Flowers for JULY 

  5 July 12 July 19th July 26th July 

Sanctuary  Lynda  
Wolstencroft 

   

Lady Chapel  Lynda  
Wolstencroft 

   

In memory of  Her mother 
Barbara Parsons 

   

Festival of Thomas  
the Apostle   
July 3rd 

Alison Smith writes… 
 
According to the New Testament, Thomas was 
one of Jesus' twelve apostles. He  was sceptical 
at first when he heard that Jesus had risen from 
the dead, saying, "Unless I see the nail marks in 
his hands and put my finger where the nails 
were, and put my hand into his side, I will not 
believe it." But when Jesus appeared later and 
invited Thomas to touch his wounds, Thomas 
showed his belief by saying, "My Lord and my 
God". Jesus then said, "Because you have seen 
me, you have believed: blessed are those that 
have not seen and yet have believed." (John 
20:24-29). 
 
Because of this episode, he has been known 
ever since as "Doubting Thomas." But we ought 
also to remember his earlier words, when Jesus 
announced His intention of going to the 
Jerusalem area, brushing aside the protests of 
His disciples that His life was in danger there, at 
which Thomas said to the others: "Let us also 
go, that we may die with him." (John 11:7,8,16)  
If Thomas had doubts and was even pessimistic, 
he was also sturdily loyal. 
 
He speaks again in John 14:5. There, Jesus had 
just explained that he was going away to 
prepare a heavenly home for his followers, and 

that one day they would join him there. 
Thomas reacted by saying, "Lord, we don’t 
know where you are going, so how can we 
know the way?" To this Jesus answered: "I am 
the way, the truth and the life." Thomas' doubt 
must have been swept away because he is 
mentioned again as one of the seven disciples 
who were fishing on the Sea of Galilee when 
the Risen Lord appeared to them. (John 21). 
 
According to tradition he travelled to India to 
spread the Gospel, where he was eventually 
put to death. He was also believed to be a 
skilled builder and is the patron saint of 
architects. 
 
The example of Thomas shows us that doubt is 
part of faith, that God loves us as we are, and 
meets us wherever we are on the journey of 
faith (even if we feel we are always the ones to 
ask the 'awkward' questions!). 
 
If you can identify with Thomas, you may be 
interested in a course at St Laurence’s which 
aims to look at what the Christian faith is really 
about and how it connects with us today, in a 
setting where there is opportunity and space 
for honest discussion and exploration. 
 
More information will be available in the 
autumn, if you would like to register an interest 
and receive details as they become available, 
please email 
stlaurencealvechurch@yahoo.co.uk or contact 
us on 0121 445 1087. 

The rota for July is incomplete again this month. Please, if you can spare a short while to help 
with the flowers, I will be most grateful. Ann Thurrell 0121 4477668 annthurrell@hotmail.co.uk 
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Rector Revd Richard Bubbers, The Rectory, School Lane, 445 1087 

  stlaurencealvechurch@yahoo.co.uk 
Licensed Lay Ministers Mr Dick Russell, 2 Gothic Cottages, Radford Rd, 445 3083 

  Ms Sue Phillips, Withybed Green, 445 3620 
Authorised Lay Ministers Mrs Helena Allen,  117 Birmingham Road, 445 5605 

 Mr Phil Burgess, Highlands, School Lane, 447 7468 

 Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 

 Ms Gloria Wilson, 11 Bear Hill Drive, 445 1854 

 Mrs Philippa Brakes, 56 Callow Hill Road, 445 3983 
 Mrs Lynne Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 
 Mrs Jayne Burgess, Highlands, School Lane, 447 7468 
 Mrs Annette Thomas, 8 Snake Lane, 445 5180 

Churchwardens Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 

 Mr Mick Fletcher, 13 Red Lion Street, 447 8451 

Deputy Wardens Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road, 01527 64077 
 Mr Andy Humphries, Sunnymead, Station Road, 445 5955 

  Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane, 445 3569 
  Mrs Alison Smith, 12 Hollington Road, 447 7293 
 Mr Andy Notley, 38 The Buckleys, B48 7NF 

PCC Secretary Mrs Enid Brumsen, 32 Callow Hill Road, 445 0663  
PCC Treasurer Mrs Susan Seeley, 40 Bear Hill, B48 7JX 

Organist & Choirmaster Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane,445 3569 

Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Janet Wright, 28 Callow Hill Road, 445 4335 
Tower Captain Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road ,01527 64077 
Singing Group Mrs Lynda Wolstencroft, 49 Hinton Avenue, 445 3212 

Mum’s the Word Mrs Kate Grove, 07773509390 
Flower Co-ordinator Mrs Ann Thurrell, Top Barn, Scarfield Hill, 447 7668 

Women’s Fellowship Mrs Jill Woolley, 111 Birmingham Road, 445 2125 
Ark Booking Secretary ) Mr Ian Price, The Ark, School Lane, 447 7955 

& Grapevine advertising  )      thearkalvechurch@yahoo.co.uk 

Grapevine Editor)  

Finance and Standing Committee  Task Committee  

Graham Clark Mick Fletcher Mick Fletcher Dick Russell 
Alison Smith Bob Dale Graham Clark Sue Phillips 

Janet Wright Susan Seeley   

Children and Youth  Committee Peru and Missionary Committee 
Martin Allen Mick Fletcher Sue Phillips Dick Russell 
Thomas Birchall Lynne Clark Gordon Parsons Margaret Haste 
   
Buildings, Fabric and Churchyard  Committee   

Mick Fletcher Colin Bennett   

David Richmond Jill Woolley  
Janet Wright Lynne Clark  
    

PCC Special Responsibilities 

Who’s who 
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Calendar for JULY 
 

 
 

 

Wednesday 1 7.30pm   Hillside WI: The Ark 
 
Thursday 2 9.30am   Mum’s The Word: The Ark 
  12.15pm   Ark Café: Roast Pork and Bread and Butter Pudding 
  2.30pm   Rowney Green Flower Club Fundraiser:  Tea & Cakes, Raffle, 
     Bring & Buy: Rectory Cottage, Old Rectory Lane, Alvechurch  
 
Friday 3  11.00am   Talk by local author Natasha Aylott: Alvechurch Library  
 
Saturday 4 10.30am   Model Railway Exhibition: Church and The Ark 
 
Tuesday 7 7.30pm   PCC Meeting: The Ark  
 
Thursday 9 9.30am   Mum’s The Word: The Ark 
  12.15pm   Ark Café: Salad Buffet 
  6.55pm   Rowney Green Horticultural Society: Visit to Bentley Heath 
     Allotments, Packwood Close, Solihull  
 
Friday  10 7.00pm   Alvechurch Village Society: Evening Walk around Newbourne 
     Hill, Rowney Green: Meet at Rowney Green Village hall car park 
 
Monday 13  1.45pm   Forget-Me-Nots: The Ark 
 
Thursday 16        9.30am   Mum’s The Word: The Ark 
     No café today 
AUGUST GRAPEVINE GOES TO PRESS articles to thearkalvechurch@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Wednesday 22 2.30pm   St Laurence Women’s Fellowship: Talk by Mary Green: “What 
     Flowers are For”: Tanyard Centre 
 
Thursday 23       9.30am   Mum’s The Word: The Ark 
  12.15pm   Ark Café: Summer menu 
  
Thursday 30       9.30am   Mum’s The Word: The Ark 
  12.15pm   Ark Café: Summer menu 
 
 

 

HARLEQUIN PRINT LTD, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Park, Birmingham, B30 3HZ 


