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St Laurence Church 
Alvechurch 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

8.00.am Holy Communion 
9.30.am Family Service 

with Holy Communion on the 1st Sunday 
and Baptisms on the 4th Sunday 

11.00.am Parish Eucharist 
6.00.pm Evensong 

 

At Rowney Green Shared Church 
9.30.am Methodist/Anglican Service 

with Holy Communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month 
 

DAILY SERVICE 
 

9.00.am Monday to Friday 
In St Laurence Church 

 

ORGANISATIONS 
 

Sunday Club  Sundays at 9.30.am in the church and Ark (445 1854) 
 

Forget-me-not  Alternate Mondays at 1.30.pm in The Ark (445 3620) 
 

Choir   Thursdays at 7.45.pm in church (445 3569) 
 

Bellringers  Sundays at 10.30.am and 5.30.pm 
   Tuesday Practice at 7.30.pm (01527 64077) 

 

Women’s Fellowship 4th Wednesday of the month at 2.00.pm  
   in Tanyard Lane Community Centre (445 2125) 
 

Mum’s the Word Thursdays at 9.30.am  in The Ark (07876390154) 
 

Ark Café  Thursdays during term time at 12.15.pm (447 7017) 
 

Home Group  Thursday, 7.30.pm at the Coach House (445 2547) 
 

Messy Church  Bimonthly on a Saturday in The Ark (445 1985) 
 

THE ARK 
Enquiries to Ian Price 0121 447 7955 

 
Registered as a Charity in England and Wales: Charity Number 1131783 
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The Rector Writes... 

 
 
 
My dear friends 
 
The bells of waiting Advent ring wrote John 

Betjeman in his poem Christmas.  If he was 
writing today he might say the hungry cash-
till bells of Advent ring because the four 
weeks leading up to Christmas have become 
one gigantic spending spree.  The rampant 
commercialisation of Christmas has induced 
in most of us rising blood pressure, stress 
and worry. 

 
Advent was never meant to be like this.  

Advent was designed to be a time for 
reflection and spiritual preparation for 
Christmas.  Mercifully, it still is within the 
Christian Church.  I strongly advise all who 
feel burdened by the commercialisation of 
Christmas to step back and immerse 
themselves in the calm and reflection that 
marks the Christian Advent season. 

 
There will be no Christmas carols in St 

Laurence Church until 23 December, instead 
we will sing such beautiful hymns as O come, 
o come, Emmanuel and Lo, He comes with 
clouds descending.  Instead of flashing neon 
lights and all the razzmatazz of the High 
Street, we will have a church devoid of all 
flowers and an altar draped in sombre 
purple.  Instead of endless mince-pies and 
turkey dinners we will have the simple fare of 
bread and wine. 

 
At the Advent services, we remember 

those who prepared for Our Lord’s first 
coming into the world two thousand years 
ago.  People like Abraham, the father of the 

Jewish race, the prophets, who proclaimed 
God’s message even it meant they suffered 
for it, John the Baptist, who prepared the 
way for Christ’s ministry and the Virgin Mary, 
who meekly accepted her God-given role as 
the mother of the saviour. 

 
But Advent is not just a time for looking 

backwards and remembering, it is a time for 
looking forwards and contemplating our 
destiny.  During this season of Advent we will 
be thinking about The Four Last Things: 
Death, Judgement, Hell and Heaven.  This is 
serious stuff.  But it lies at the centre of 
Christ‘s teaching.  Jesus pulled no punches.  
He spoke repeatedly about death and the 
certainty of judgement. It formed the basis of 
many of his parables. He also spoke about 
heaven and hell, urging his listeners to live 
lives that would fit them for heaven whilst 
avoiding the pains of hell. 

 
To close our eyes to this teaching is to do 

so at our own peril.  And so, at the 11.00.am 
Parish Eucharist on each of the four weeks of 
Advent, the theme of the sermon will be one 
of The Four Last Things.  Why not make these 
services your Advent act of spiritual 
preparation for Christmas?  It may not be so 
glitzy as what is going on in the shopping 
centres on Sunday mornings but its eternal 
benefit will be infinitely greater. 

 
With all best wishes 

for Christmas and the 
New Year. 

 
Yours in Christ 
 
DAVID MARTIN 

The Four Last Things 
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 Stations Of The Nativity  
 

The beautiful thatched and timber-framed Holland House 
at Cropthorne, near Evesham, is the venue for an unusual 
form of spiritual preparation for Christmas.  Entitled 
Stations of the Nativity, and led by the warden of Holland 
House, the Revd Ian Spencer, this two-day experience 
begins at 10.00.am on MONDAY 10 DECEMBER and 
continues until 4.00.pm on TUESDAY 11 DECEMBER.  The 
cost is £143 per person including all meals and 
accommodation. 

 
Those who cannot manage the two-day event can use 

Holland House for an Advent Quiet Day on THURSDAY 13 
DECEMBER from 10.00.am until 4.00.pm.  The cost of the 
day is £10. 

 

Buried Treasure 
Margaret Gardner uncovers the November meeting of the 

Alvechurch Historical Society 
 
We had a very good precise talk at our November meeting 

from Mr Ray Aspden who told us the historical background 
to The Mercian Hoard found in 2009 by a man using a metal 
detector.  The hoard had obviously been buried very quickly 
and not very deeply.  It consisted of gold and other precious 
metals torn off selected weaponry - swords, sheaths, 
shields, helmets and knives. There were no 
brooches, necklaces or rings.  The hoard has been dated 
back to the seventh century but it is still not known to 
whom it belonged. Mr Aspden said that during that time 
there were many bloody battles between those wishing to 
become King of Mercia.  Bands of soldiers criss-crossed the 
country near to the burial spot all through the century and 
many battles took place nearby.  There is still no clue as to 
who buried this hoard.  All I know is that our ancestors were 
a fierce, violent lot and much blood was spilt. 

 
Our speaker on MONDAY 3 DECEMBER will be Mr George 

Gascoyne telling us about Chadwick Manor.  There is plenty 
of car parking behind the Catholic Church in School Lane 
with their kind permission. 
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 Tiny Tots Service 
 

The under-fours have their very own Christmas Service on 
THURSDAY 20 DECEMBER at 10.15.am in St Laurence Church.  
Sitting on cushions with their mums and dads at the chancel 
step, the Christmas story will be told using straw and crib 
figures.  There will be some simple Christmas carols and a 
prayer.  The whole service lasts no more than twenty 
minutes.  If you have very young children, do bring them 
along.  The entrance to the church is via The Ark. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All Together 
An ecumenical service is one where people from different 

religious traditions come together to worship the one God 
they all have in common. 

 
Alvechurch hosts a monthly ecumenical service held in a 

different church of the village.  This month it is the turn of St 
Laurence Parish Church to host the service on SUNDAY 9 
DECEMBER. Using the timeless service of Evensong and a 
good selection of Advent hymns, members of Alvechurch 
Baptist Church, St Mary’s Roman Catholic Church and Rowney 
Green Shared Methodist and Anglican Church will gather in St 
Laurence Church at 6.00.pm.  A warm ecumenical welcome 
awaits all who care to come along. 

 

The Silver Threads 
Margaret Gardner extends a warm welcome to the next 

meeting of the Silver Threads Club 
 
If you are looking for an enjoyable afternoon out with good 

mixed company, a game of Bingo, refreshments and a good 
laugh, come and join us in the Alvechurch Village Hall on 
WEDNESDAY 5 DECEMBER at 1.30pm.  You will be made most 
welcome. 
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Burcot Grange 
Residential 

Care Setting for 
the Elderly 

 
A unique blend of luxury  country  house 
living and quality  forward thinking  care, 
Burcot Grange is the perfect place for 
retirement living. 
 

Long term care 
 

Individua lly designed independent liv ing 

suites 
 

Short stay convalescent and holiday 

accommodation 
 

For more information or to arrange a visit 
go to  www.burcotgrange.com  

Burcot Grange, 23 Greenhill, Burcot, 
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, B60 1BJ. 

0121 445 5552 admin@burcotgrange.com  

Festival Of Nine Lessons And Carols 
 

The annual Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols takes place on 
SUNDAY 23 DECEMBER at 6.00.pm in the candlelit parish 
church. 

 

The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols originated at Kings 
College, Cambridge in 1918 and has become an established 
part of Christmas celebrations ever since.  Using nine readings 
from the Old and New Testaments, interspersed with carols 
sung by choir and congregation, the story of God’s loving 
purposes for the world, from the creation of the world to the 
redemption brought by the birth of Jesus Christ, is told.  There 
is no better way to begin the celebration of Christ’s birthday. 

 

Christmas Eve 
 

There will be two Family Carol Services on CHRISTMAS EVE 
24 DECEMBER at 4.00.pm and 6.00.pm.  

 

In addition to favourite Christmas carols, there is a specially-
written play that bridges the divide between the first 
Christmas two thousand years ago, and Christmas today.  It is 
being performed by members of the local community.  The 
two Christmas Eve Family Carol Services are always popular 
services.  In recent years, the 4.00.pm service has been 
“standing room only”.  Some families, with older children, 
might prefer to come to the 6.00.pm service to be sure of a 
seat!  

 

Midnight Eucharist 
 

There is always something special about the Christmas Eve 
Midnight Service.  Whilst others are tucked up in bed, and 
silence falls over the parish, those in the candlelit church listen 
to the story of birth of Christ in the stable at Bethlehem and 
join with the shepherds and the angels proclaiming peace on 
earth, goodwill to everyone.  

O holy Child of Bethlehem 
Descend to us we pray. 
Cast out our sin and enter in 
Be born in us today. 
 
Christ then comes to each communicant under the forms of 

bread and wine.  The yearly miracle of Christmas is enacted 
and heaven and earth are united. 

The service begins at 11.30.pm 
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Huntleys 

Funeral Services 

Serving your community for 130 years 
 

Your local family orientated funeral directors 

of distinction, offering a traditional and caring 
service with attention to detail 

FOR 24 HOUR IMMEDIATE 

ATTENTION 

01527 892900 

    12 Feckenham Road   
Astwood Bank 

Branch also at 

58 Ipsley Street , Redditch 

01527 62106 
Providers of the Perfect Choice Funeral Plan 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Morning 
 

There is just one service on CHRISTMAS MORNING at 
10.00.am.  It contains carols at the crib and an opportunity 
for children to bring along one of their Christmas presents 
to show to others and say thank you to God. 

 

The service always begins with Christians awake, salute 
the happy morn, whereon the Saviour of the world was 
born.  There will be a shortened Holy Communion for those 
who were unable to get the midnight service the night 
before.  The whole lasts less than an hour. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Boxing Day Walk 
 

The annual Boxing Day Walk on the Lickey Hills organised 
by Alvechurch Village Society begins at 10.30.am from the 
Lickey Hills Visitors’ Centre.  Following a figure-of-eight 
route, those who want a short walk can break off halfway 
whilst those with more turkey and stuffing to walk off can 
complete the whole circuit.  Hot drinks are then available in 
the Visitors’ Centre. 

 

Advent Purses 
 

Advent Purses will be available at the church from Advent 
Sunday 2 DECEMBER onwards.  They can be used to set 
aside money throughout Advent to assist the work of The 
Revd Alejandro Mesco in Arequipa, Peru.   

 
Purses are then returned to the church on SUNDAY 23 

DECEMBER and hung on the Christmas Tree as a Christmas 
gift to our mission partner in Peru. 
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Showroom and Workshop 
338 Alcester Road, Burcot,  

Bromsgrove B60 1BH 

Tel: (01527) 876200 
07710976744  

All Work  
is to the 
Highest 

Standard 

 
 

D SEELEY AND 

COMPANY 

 
 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND 

REGISTERED AUDITOR 

40 BEAR HILL, ALVECHURCH 

TELEPHONE 0121 445 2445 

Email: dseeley.co@btinternet.com 
 

We offer a comprehensive service 

including book-keeping, payroll, VAT, 

accounts and taxation for sole traders, 

partnerships, charities and  

limited companies  

 

Contact David or Susan Seeley to discuss 

how we can help you 

Registered to carry out Audit work by the 

Institute of Chartered Accountants in 

England & Wales   

THOMAS 

BROTHERS 

Funeral Directors 

Prepayment Plan,  

Private Chapels,  

"Woodland Burial" 
24 hour Personal Service 

 

A family-owned funeral directors 
offering a friendly, dignified service, 

paying attention to detail. 
 

Tel: 01527 547777 
494 Evesham Road 

Crabbs Cross, Redditch 
S.A.I.F. 

12A Red Lion Street 
Alvechurch   B48 7LF 

0121 445 3422 
S.A.I.F. 

Behold, A Mystery 
 

A modern version of the medieval mystery plays is being 
staged in Worcester Cathedral on 4, 5 and 6 DECEMBER.  The 
plays tell the timeless story of God’s engagement with His 
world. This unique theatrical and liturgical experience is 
written to appeal to all sections of the community.  The plays 
are bold, colourful, joyful, sad, dramatic and challenging. 

 
The performers are drawn from the finest non-professional 

theatre companies, and include some professional actors and 
directors.  The specially commissioned scripts are in modern 
English, retaining the actions and rhythms of the medieval 
originals. 

 
Tickets cost £12.50 reserved (under 16 £10) or £10 

unreserved (under 16 £8) per performance and are available 
from Worcester Live, tel: 01905 611427 or 
www.worcesterlive.co.uk. 

 

Alvechurch PCC On eBay 

 
 
ALVECHURCH PCC (The Parochial Church Council of The 

Ecclesiastical Parish Of Alvechurch) is now set up as a charity 
on the online auction website eBay. This means anyone selling 
items on eBay can donate 10% to 100% of the sale price to 
Alvechurch PCC.  If you are buying on eBay you have the 
option to make a donation. All the donations go directly to the 
church as Alvechurch PCC. 

 

You can directly access details on eBay for Alvechurch PCC 
via the following link - 

http://donations.ebay.co.uk/charity/charity.jsp?
NP_ID=56350  

 
You can start your own auction or make a donation. 

Charity listings are marked with a charity icon  along 
with donation information which is displayed in the item 
description.  

 

For help or for more information please contact Ian Price, 
the Parish Administrator, at The Ark, Monday or Friday 
between 9am and 1pm or call 447 7955. 

http://www.worcesterlive.co.uk
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Candlelit Concert 
Elizabeth Waters writes … 

 

The Midland Sinfonia is hosting its annual candlelit concert 

in St Laurence Church Alvechurch on SATURDAY 1 

DECEMBER at 7.30.pm,  

 
Daniele Rosina, who was the conductor for this very 

popular annual event last year, is once again to be with us, 
so do come along because this is really a great start to the 
festive season. 

 
There is some splendid music including works by Elgar, 

Delius, Mozart and Purcell complimented by beautiful 
candlelight in the splendid setting of St. Laurence Church 

 
Tickets on the door £13, or from The Village Green 

Grocer or contact marian@midlandsinfonia.co.uk  0121 
447 7040 or 07889 147861. F/T students and reg. 
unemployed £5, children free when accompanied by an 
adult. 

 
 

 

Kathryn Collinson 
BA Hons, BEd Hons, ALCM 

 
Lessons 

from 
20 minutes 

to 
1 hour 

 
 
Music tuition – All Styles 
 Classical, Bass and Electric Guitar 

 Piano and Keyboard 

 For exams or just for fun 
 

Maths and English Tuition 
 SATS / confidence building 

 Special needs 

 Ages from 5-11 years 
 

Tel: 0121 445 3523 
 

mailto:marian@midlandsinfonia.co.uk
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 Garden Centre 
Opening hours 

Mon-Fri 9 to 5, Sat 10 to 4 
 

  Woodwork 

Packing / assembly 

Landscaping / maintenance 
 

Support your local cha rity which offers peop le 

with special needs the opportunity to 

experience the real world of work. 

Wellesbourne Close 
Easemore Road, Redditch 
B98 8ER 
01527 69955 

WHERE NEXT 

ASSOCIATION 

 "Rectory Cottage Bed and Breakfast" 

Old Rectory Lane,  
Alvechurch 

 

offers  
warm and welcoming accommodation, 
with super breakfasts and attractive, 

spacious bedrooms.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Celia on 

0121 445 4824, or visit our website 

www. rectorycottage-alvechurch.co.uk 

 

Remembered 

 

Two Acts of Remembrance and a forthcoming Christmas 
Gathering are reviewed by Arthur Pearsall of the Alvechurch Ex-
Services Association. 

 

On a beautiful sunny day, villagers and veterans assembled at 
the Memorial Green in Alvechurch to remember once more 
those who lost their lives in the service of our country. 

 
This year Remembrance Sunday actually fell on 

Remembrance Day, which to the older generation will always 
be 11 November, and was reflected in the numbers of young 
and not-so-young attending.  The service commenced with the 
placing of wreaths and crosses by the District and Parish 
Councils, children from the Middle School and the Association.  
The 11.00.am Silence followed the Last Post played by 
trumpeter Barry Pope.  Then as the St Laurence Bells struck the 
hour, Bear Hill remained silent from passing traffic, due to its 
closing by the Parish Council.  The Service then continued in the 
church where we joined the congregation for their 
Remembrance Service. 

 
Two days earlier, on Friday 9 November, veterans had 

“enjoyed” the very cold bracing air of Rowney Green as we 
remembered the five Canadian airmen who lost their lives 
when their Wellington Bomber crashed near the village exactly 
69 years ago.  Relatives of one of the airmen were present at 
the act of remembrance and, together with local villagers, 
joined with us afterwards in The Peace Hall where a small 
display regarding the crash and crew and refreshments were 
provided. 

 
Members are reminded that our final meeting of the year will 

be on WEDNESDAY 12 DECEMBER at the Sports and Social Club 
at 12 noon and will be followed by our traditional “Xmas 
Munchies” as we get everyone into the festive spirit. 

 
Finally, the Association wishes everyone a very happy 

Christmas and a healthy New Year.  Our particular thanks go to 
all who support our Association in so many ways and for which 
we are so grateful. 

 

Thanks 
 

The family of the late Gilbert Edwins (Gramps) would like to 
thank everyone for their kindness, cards, flowers and 
donations. 
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The Leys Residential Home 

Old Birmingham Road 

Alvechurch B48 7TQ 

 

Offering a warm, welcoming and caring  

environment for later years. 

For further information, or to arrange 

a visit, please call 

0121 445 5587 

 James Giles  

& Sons 
A FAMILY OWNED FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

ESTABLISHED 1916 
 

Serving all communities 
with dignity and 
understanding 

 

 Private Chapel of Rest 

 Day and Night Service 

 Woodland Burial 

 Golden Charter and Help 
the Aged Funeral Plans 

 Catering and Floral 
Tributes 

 

Telephone 01527 872318 
24 Stourbridge Road 

Bromsgrove, Worcs, B61 0AE 

Ring Dem Christmas Bells! 
Geoff Franklin looks back on a good year’s work. 

It is now nearly a year since we rang the bells for 
Christmas and then started work on the tower. In that year 
we have removed the bells, had three of them recast, and 
installed everything back into a new frame. We've still got a 
few niggling problems; we need to fit some soundproofing 
and rearrange one of the ropes that's catching on the clock 
mechanism. All in all though we now have one of the best 
rings in Worcestershire and good for the next hundred 
years.  

Word is getting around and we're seeing a steady stream 
of visiting bands wanting to try our new bells. We had a lot 
of help and support from local towers and from the District 
Association so it's good that we can let them come and see 
how well the result has turned out. 

We will still need to do some routine maintenance on the 
bells and we'd like to refurbish the clock so we'll be carrying 
on with the fundraising. Our next event is our Christmas 
Coffee morning on SATURDAY 8 DECEMBER in the Baptist 
Church Hall.  We'll be serving mince pies, coffee and cake as 
usual and we'll also have a display showing how the 
restoration work went. 

After that we'll be into the routine of ringing for 
Christmas and the New Year. Once again we thank you all 
for your support and wish you all a Happy Christmas. 
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Victorian Christmas Party 
Jill Woolley looks backwards and forwards to 

meetings of the St. Laurence Women’s 
Fellowship 

 
Our musical afternoon in October was a great 

success. After telling us of his work in American 
with N.A.S.A., Colin Bell entertained us with one 
tune after another. He is a very accomplished 
pianist, and plays a wide range of music. 

 
At our November meeting Derek Clarke will 

talk about the famous fountains at Witley 
Court.  

 
The final meeting of the year will be on 

WEDNESDAY 19 DECEMBER – please note the 
change of date - when Mike and Pat Ledbury 
will welcome us to a “Victorian Family 
Christmas Party” and Christmas refreshments 
will be served. 

 
New Year Taster :- 
January 23rd Peter Preece “Butterflies & 

Mammals” 
February 27th David Wornham “Tuneful 

Tubes” 
March 27th Anna Blaxham & sister “Life as 

Triplets” 
 
We meet in the Tanyard Centre at 2pm. Come 

and join us. We will be pleased to see you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Just A Few Places 
 

The Ark Café Team look forward to your 
company at their Christmas Lunches on 6 and 
13 DECEMBER. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 13 DECEMBER is now fully booked but 

there are still a few places for the Christmas 
Lunch on 6 DECEMBER.  If you require a ticket, 
please contact Ian Price on 447 7955, Monday 
to Friday, 9.00.am – 1.00.pm. 

 
The Team thanks all its customers for their 

support and the volunteers for their hard work 
throughout 2012.  We look forward to your 
continued support in 2013 when the Café 
reopens on 17 JANUARY 2013. 

 
A very Happy Christmas to all our customers. 



Page 13 

Saltmine Theatre Company 
 
Saltmine is a small Christian Drama Group 

based in Dudley. Its productions, though 
small, are full of fun and will be sure to put 
you in the right spirit for Christmas.  

 

A Christmas Carol 
Wednesday 19th December 7.00pm at 

Bromsgrove Baptist Church, New Road, 
Bromsgrove, B60 2JD. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tickets: £4.00 each or £12.00 for 2 adults 

and up to 3 children. Call 07530483230 or 
book on-line at  www.bromsgrove-
baptists.org.uk/pantomime.htm 

 

This festive feast is filled with fun, song and 
dance and is sure to fill you with Christmas 
cheer. Suitable for all the family. 

 
Cinderella 
Thursday 20th December 7.00pm at 

Emmanuel Church, Ecumenical Centre, 
Redditch Town Centre. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tickets: £7.00 adults, £3.50 children. Call 

01527 65952. You are invited to attend the 
Prince’s Ball and see Cinderella’s fairy-tale 
told in ways you’ve never seen before. 

Forget-Me-Not 
Sue Phillips extends an invitation to mince 

pies and mulled wine   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Forget-me-Not is a group for people who 

have been bereaved, whether recently or at 
some point in the past, and would like to 
meet with others in a similar situation. We’re 
coming to the close of our autumn 
programme, and on MONDAY 17 DECEMBER 
we invite anyone who would like to find out 
more about the group - who we are and what 
sorts of things we do - to join us for mince 
pies and mulled wine (or a cuppa if you’d 
prefer) at 1.30.pm in The Ark. 

 
We meet twice a month in the upper room 

of the ARK.  New members are always 
welcome!  To find out more call me, Sue 
Phillips 445 3620, or Annette Thomas 445 
5180 or Philippa Brakes 445 3983 or Jayne 
Burgess 447 7468. 
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Christmas Services 
 
SUNDAY 23 DECEMBER 
8.00.am      Holy Communion 
 
9.30.am      Family Service and Baptisms 
 
11.00.am     Parish Eucharist 
 
6.00.pm      Festival of Nine Lessons and   
      Carols by candlelight 
 
 
CHRISTMS EVE 24 DECEMBER 
4.00.pm      Family Carol Service 
 
6.00.pm       Family Carol Service (a repeat of              
      the earlier service) 
 
11.30.pm     Midnight Eucharist 
 
 
CHRISTMAS DAY 25 DECEMBER 
10.00.am     Family Communion with Carols at 
      the Crib 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Christmas Greetings 
 

Sheila and Robert Day, Eileen Middleton, 
Alison and Mike Smith, Sue Brotherton, 
Veronica Rogers, Margaret Haste, Gloria and 
Anna Wilson would like to wish all their 
friends a very happy Christmas and a 
peaceful New Year. 

 
Rosina, John and Caroline Spreckley send 

best wishes for Christmas and the New Year 
to all friends and neighbours. 

 
David and Elizabeth Martin wish all friends 

and parishioners a happy Christmas and a 
blessed New Year. 
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Obituary 
 

FRANK LEAK 

The Reverend Ian Firmstone writes … 
 
A man who had been living at Waterside 

Orchard, Hopwood died towards the end of 
October at the age of 82. 

 
Frank Leak was born eighty-two years ago in 

Leeds.  He grew up there until he was about five 
years old and then the family moved to Rubery. 

 
He did his National Service as a young man 

and had one or two jobs when he returned, but 
a large part of his working life was at Sandvick 
Conveyors where he spent eighteen years – up 
to his retirement. 

 
Frank was married and had three children – 

Mark, Stephen and Caroline.  The marriage 
ended, but Frank became a grandfather and a 
great-grandfather over subsequent years. 

 
In his spare time, Frank was a very keen 

follower of Formula One Motor Racing.  He 
liked to watch snooker and motorbike racing, 
and enjoyed travelling on steam trains.  He once 
managed to get a ride on an engine.  He liked to 
grow dahlias and won awards for them.  He 
went to the Edinburgh Tattoo and was a fan of 
the Grimethorpe Colliery Band which he 
sometimes saw when on holiday in Southport.  
Frank also ran a half-marathon with his son, 
Steve, and received a medal for his efforts.  
There is some suggestion, however, that a few 
refreshment stops took place along the route at 
the pubs! 

 
Frank has been married to Rosalind for thirty-

three years.  They have had a lot of happy times 
together.  There were holidays in Southport 
each year; flower shows and air shows with the 
Red Arrows flying overhead.  His last holiday 
was to Weymouth two years ago. 

 

Frank had several health problems over the 
years.  He had a heart attack in 1996 and 
diabetes and problems with his prostate.  He 
was not well recently and he suffered a final 
heart attack at his home.  Frank was a lovely 
man, full of kindness and a good husband. 

 

ELSIE MARGARET “MARGE” FOSTER 
 

A lady who excelled at making wedding cakes 
and who spent the last three years of her life at 
The Leas Residential Home, Old Birmingham 
Road, died on 17 October at the age of 96. 

 
Elsie Margaret Foster, who was always known 

as “Marge”, was an only child born into a 
Smallheath family in 1916.  In 1942 she married 
Jack Foster and they shared thirty-three years 
together until his death in 1975.  She remained 
a widow for the next thirty-seven years.  She 
was the mother of one son, John, grandmother 
to Susan and Robert and great-grandmother to 
Harry, Max, Daisy and William. 

 
After leaving Green Lane School she made cakes 
for the Birmingham Dairy.  She then transferred 
to Fosters Bakery in the Stratford Road where 
she specialised in making wedding cakes.  
Following her marriage, she was a housewife 
and excelled at cookery, dressmaking and 
homemaking. 

 
She had three homes before moving to The 

Leas.  She lived in Blackford Road, Sparkhill for 
eleven years; Yardley Wood for thirty-seven 
years and Wythall for twenty-three years. 

 
She will be remembered as a private person 

who liked things to be right.  She was kind and 
always insisted on taking a gift to anyone whom 
she visited.  She had a strong Christian faith and 
received the Sacrament each month when the 
Rector visited The Leas. 

 
Her funeral was held at Robin Hood 

Crematorium, Solihull and the hymns sung were 
Amazing grace and Abide with me. 
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JOY AMY SURMAN 
 

A stalwart member of St Laurence Church 
and a person who worked in ten different 
retail shops in the district, died on 13 October 
at the age of 82. 

 
Joy Amy Surman was one of seven children 

born in Aldridge near Walsall, although the 
family moved to Sandhills Green when she was 
very young when her father became the 
signalman at Barnt Green Station.  Her 
remaining sisters are Myrtle, Peggy (her twin) 
and Jackie. 

 
In 1950 she married Colin Surman and they 

shared thirty-nine years together before his 
death in 1989.  She was the mother of two 
children – Jenny and Martin – four 
grandchildren – Bekky, Karl, Richard and Nick – 
and five great grandchildren – Lauren. Miller, 
Jayden, Sinead and Charlie.  She was a very 
family-orientated person. 

 
After attending Barnt Green School and 

Catshill Secondary School she worked first in 
Bates Haberdashery Shop in Barnt Green.  
Then followed employment at George Mason’s 
Barnt Green, Liptons Redditch, Field Springs in 
Redditch, Mr Wood the Grocer at the corner of 
George Road, Flexible Springs at the 
Brickyards, Wilson’s the Grocers in The Square, 
Mick the Butcher and Greengrocer in Red Lion 
Street, the Newsagents (where the Co-op now 
stands) and Pretty’s the Bakers..  Even when 
she eventually retired, she still worked 
voluntarily one day a week in the Cancer 
Research Shop at Redditch. 

 
She had the dubious distinction of living for 

four years in the churchyard – in Clergy Lodge 
that stood on the site of The Ark car park.  
Then followed thirty-five years in Withybed 
Lane before moving to the Lewkner 
Almshouses in Station Road, where she has 
lived for the past twenty-three years.  She was 
a member of the Silver Threads Club and the 

Knit and Natter Group that used to visit The 
Lawns Residential Home. 

 
Her life was inextricably bound up with St 

Laurence Church. She was married in the 
church and became one of the founding 
members of the Family Service (that last 
month celebrated its twenty-seventh 
anniversary). 

 
She will be remembered as a fun-loving 

person – (her name suited her) – who was 
friendly, forthright and sociable. 

 
Her funeral service was held in St Laurence 

Church on Tuesday 30 October.  The hymns 
sung – that had been chosen by her before her 
death – were What a friend we have in Jesus, 
Amazing grace and Lord of all hopefulness.  
After cremation at Redditch Crematorium her 
ashes were scattered in the churchyard 
strewing area. 

 

PAMELA DAWN JOANNIDES 
 
The eldest of eleven children who worked as a 
dinner lady at Cofton Primary School, and 
drove a distinctive scooter and sidecar,  died 
on 18 October at the age of 82. 

 
Pamela Dawn Joannides was the eldest of 

eleven children born into a family in 
Braithwaite Road, Sparkbrook in 1930.  She is 
survived by her sisters Jennifer, Beverely and 
Lesley and her brothers, Christopher, Trevor 
and Melvin. Her mother died when she was 
thirteen years old and so she had to act as 
mother to the rest of the family. 

 
In 1949 she married Michael Joannides and 

they shared fifty-six years together before his 
death in 2005  She was the mother of three 
children – Peter, Andrew and Christine (Pud) – 
grandmother to nine grandchildren – Mark, 
Nicola, Kate, Hannah, Adam, Lance, Jake, Sean 
and Joseph – and great-grandmother to two – 
Ben and Sophia. 
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As a young girl she helped her father in the 
family shop in Belgrave Road during the blitz.  
She later worked in a Greek Restaurant and 
then as a Dinner Lady at Cofton Primary 
School.  She completed thirty-one years’ 
service at the school between 1964 and 1995.  
She was a familiar figure around the district 
riding her scooter and sidecar and later a 
succession of brightly-coloured cars. 

 
She lived in Grovelly Lane for fifty-five years 

and attended whist drives, dressmaking 
classes as well as holidaying with the Caravan 
Club at home and abroad. 

 
She will be remembered as a resilient 

person, who was industrious, boisterous, 
compassionate and understanding. 

 
Her funeral service was held in St Laurence 

Church on Friday 2 November and the hymns 
sung were The Lord’s my shepherd and All 
things bright and beautiful.  Afterwards, her 
body was laid to rest with that of her husband 
in the churchyard. 

 
 

ANDREW TIMOTHY PHILLIPS 
 
A well-known member of Alvechurch Sports 

and Social Club and a resident of Latimer Road 
for ten years, died on 20 October at the age of 
48.  

 
Andrew Timothy Phillips was the eldest of 

three boys born to Tom and Dot Phillips of 
Aston.  He is survived by his mother and his 
two brothers, David and Ian. 

 
In 1985 he married Karen and they shared 

thirteen years together.  He was the father of 
Tony, Thomas, James, Jake (who pre-deceased 
him) and Victoria, and grandfather to Nicole, 
Ruby, Roxy, Ken, Liam, Archie, Charlie and 
Lavell.  In 2004 he met Jenny Grocutt and they 
have shared the past eight years together, 

with Jenny caring for him during his final 
illness. 

 
After attending Hollywood Primary School 

and Baverstock Secondary School, he joined 
the family printing business – Consistaprint – 
where he worked for the remainder of his life.  
For the past twelve years he ran the company. 

 
His other interests included disc-jockeying, 

which he did for thirteen years, and being a 
member of the Territorial Army.  He liked 
ornithology and enjoyed flying owls.  He was a 
member of Alvechurch Sports and Social Club 
and enjoyed touring with his caravan. 

 
He lived in Churchill South from 1985 until 

1994.  Then followed ten years in Latimer 
Road, before he moved to Hunt End, Redditch. 

 
He will be remembered as a bubbly, funny 

man, who was determined and positive in his 
outlook and lived life to the full. 

 
His funeral was held in a packed Redditch 

Crematorium and afterwards his cremated 
remains were buried in the churchyard, just a 
short distance from those of his son, Jake. 
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From the Registers 

Funerals and Cremations 
May they rest in the peace of Christ 
 
October 29 Elsie Margaret “Marge” Foster aged 96 
October 30 Joy Amy Surman   aged 82 
November 2 Pamela Dawn Johannides  aged 82 
November 8 Andrew Timothy Phillips  aged 48 

Baptisms 
We welcome you into the Lord’s family 
 

October 28 Benjamin Thomas Chadderton Australia 
  Charlotte Elizabeth Chadderton Australia 
  Coral Elsie-Rose Poolton  Bordesley 
 

Flowers 

Marriages 
Those whom God has joined together 
 

 
October 13 Paul Ian Chadderton and Nicola Geddes [Correction] 

Ann Thurrell needs some help! 
 
 
We are entering the season of Advent when traditionally there are no flowers in church. 
 
This year Christmas Day falls on a Tuesday and it has been decided to meet on SATURDAY 22 
DECEMBER to decorate church for the Big Day.  With this in mind I would be most grateful 
for offers of help. Please telephone me on 0121 447 7668. 

[Pictures of the baptisms and wedding can be found on the church  
website - www.alvechurch-stlaurence.org]  
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Rector Revd David Martin, The Rectory, School Lane 445 1087 

       davidmartin@lynkserve.net 
Licensed Lay Ministers Mr Dick Russell, 2 Gothic Cottages, Radford Rd 445 3083 

  Ms Sue Philips Withybed Green 445 3620 
Authorised Lay Ministers Mrs Helena Allen,  117 Birmingham road 445 5605 

 Mr Phil Burgess Highlands, School Lane, 447 7468 

 Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 

 Ms Gloria Wilson, 11 Bear Hill Drive 445 1854 

 Mrs Philippa Brakes, 56 Callow Hill Road 445 3983 
 Mrs Lynne Clark, The Coach House, School Lane 445 2547 
 Mrs Jayne Burgess, Highlands, School Lane 447 7468 
 Mrs Annette Thomas 8 Snake Lane 445 5180 

Churchwardens Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane. 445 2547 

 Mr Mick Fletcher , 52 Callow Hill Road 445 6431 

Deputy Wardens Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road,   01527 64077 
 Mr Andy Humphries, Sunnymead, Station Road 445 5955 

  Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane 445 3569 
  Mrs Alison Smith, 12 Hollington Road 447 7293 

PCC Secretary Mrs Enid Brumsen 32 Callow Hill Road 445 0663  
PCC Treasurer Mr Bob Dale Weatheroak Farm 01564 822486 

Organist & Choirmaster Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane 445 3569 

Electoral Roll Officer Mr Jeremy Roberts, 7 Redditch Road, Hopwood 445 2041 
Tower Captain Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road 01527 64077 
Singing Group Mrs Lynda Wolstencroft  49 Hinton Avenue Tel:  445 3212 

Mum’s the Word Mrs Bib Paterson, 57 Birmingham Road 07876390154  
Flower Co-ordinator Mrs Ann Thurrell, Top Barn, Scarfield Hill 447 7668 

Women’s Fellowship Mrs Jill Woolley, 111 Birmingham Road 445 2125 
Ark Booking Secretary ) Mr Ian Price, the Ark School Lane, 447 7955 

& Grapevine advertising  )      thearkalvechurch@yahoo.co.uk 

Grapevine Editor Revd David Martin, The Rectory, School Lane 445 1087 
      davidmartin@lynkserve.net 

Finance and Standing Committee  Development  

David Martin Graham Clark Alison Smith Jeremy Roberts 
Mike Fletcher Alison Smith Margaret Haste  

Bob Dale Jeremy Roberts    

Children and Youth   Churchyard  
Martin Allen Mike Fletcher Bob Dale Andy Humphries 
Marion Thompson Pat Booth   
  Peru and Missionary 

Buildings and Fabric  Sue Phillips Dick Russell 
Mick Fletcher Colin Bennett Sue Brotherton Margaret Haste 

David Richmond Jill Woolley Worship   
 Barbara Scane Martin Allen 
  Graham Clark Enid Brumsen 

  David Richmond   

PCC Special Responsibilities 

Who’s who 
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Calendar 
 

DECEMBER 

 
Saturday 1 7.30.pm    Midland Sinfonia Candlelit Concert in St Laurence Church 
 

Sunday 2     Advent Purses available from church 
  11.00.am    Parish Eucharist: The Four Last Things: Death 
 

Monday 3 7.45.pm    Historical Society: Chadwick Manor 
 

Wednesday 5 1.30.pm    Silver Threads in the Village Hall 
 

Thursday 6 12.15.pm    Ark Café Christmas Lunch 
 

Saturday 8 10.30.am    Bellringers Coffee Morning in the Baptist Hall 
 

Sunday 9 11.00.am    Parish Eucharist: The Four Last Things: Judgement 
   6.00.pm    Ecumenical Evensong in St Laurence Church 
 

Wednesday 12      JANUARY GRAPEVINE GOES TO PRESS 
  12noon     Ex-Services Association Christmas Munchies 
        
 

Sunday 16 11.00.am      Parish Eucharist: The Four Last Things: Hell 
 

Monday 17 1.30.pm      Forget-me-not Mulled Wine & Mince Pies 
 

Wednesday 19 2.00.pm      Women’s Fellowship Victorian Christmas Party 
 

Thursday 20 10.15.am      Tiny Tots Service 
 

Saturday 22 9.00.am      Decorating the church for Christmas 
 

Sunday 23 11.00.am      Parish Eucharist: The Four Last Things: Heaven 
  6.00.pm      Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 
 

Monday 24 4.00.pm      Christmas Eve Family Carol Service 
  6.00.pm      Christmas Eve Family Carol Service 
  11.30.pm      Midnight Eucharist 
 

Tuesday 25 10.00.am Christmas Day Family Communion and Carols at the Crib 
 

Wednesday 26 10.30.am Boxing Day Walk on the Lickey Hills 
 

 
 
 
 

HARLEQUIN PRINT LTD, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Park, Birmingham, B30 3HZ. 
Tel: 0121 459 3454  FAX: 0121 458 3089  Email: sales@harlequinprint.co.uk 


