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St Laurence Church 
Alvechurch 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

8.00.am Holy Communion 
9.30.am Family Service 

with Holy Communion on the 1st Sunday 
and Baptisms on the 4th Sunday 

11.00.am Parish Eucharist 
6.00.pm Evensong 

 

At Rowney Green Shared Church 
9.30.am Methodist/Anglican Service 

with Holy Communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month 
 

DAILY SERVICE 
 

9.00.am Monday to Friday 
in St Laurence Church 

 

ORGANISATIONS 
 

Sunday Club  Sundays at 9.30.am in the church and Ark (445 1854) 
 

Choir   Thursdays at 7.45.pm in church (445 3569) 
 

Bellringers  Sundays at 10.30.am and 5.30.pm 
   Tuesday Practice at 7.30.pm (01527 64077) 

 

Women’s Fellowship 4th Wednesday of the month at 2.00.pm  
   in Tanyard Lane Community Centre (445 2125) 
 

Mum’s the Word Thursdays at 9.30.am  in The Ark (07876390154) 
 

Ark Café  Thursdays during term time at 12.15.pm (447 7017) 
 

Home Group  Thursday, 7.30.pm at the Coach House (445 2547) 
 

Messy Church  Quarterly on a Saturday in The Ark (445 1985) 
 

THE ARK 
Enquiries to Ian Price 0121 447 7955 

 
 

Registered as a Charity in England and Wales: Charity Number 1131783 
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The Rector Writes... 

 
 
 

My dear friends 
 

The season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday 
13 February.  It lasts forty days until Easter 
Sunday.  Traditionally, Christians undertake 
some form of additional spiritual discipline 
during Lent. 

 

Because Jesus fasted for forty days in the 
wilderness before embarking upon his public 
ministry, many Christians endeavour to imitate 
his example.  Fasting is a good discipline. It 
really tests our resolve to go without food for 
lengths of time in order to see if we are masters 
of our own bodies or merely slaves to our 
bodily appetites. 

 

St Paul once said, “I pummel my body and 
subdue it, lest after preaching to others I myself 
should be found wanting.”  He also used images 
from boxing and athletics to hammer home his 
point that Christians need to keep their bodily 
desires in check: 

 

“Everyone who competes in the games goes 
into strict training.  They do it to get a crown 
that will not last; but we do it to get a crown 
that will last for ever. Therefore I do not run like 
a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a 
man beating the air.  No, I beat my body and 
make it my slave so that after I have preached 
to others I myself will not be disqualified from 
the prize. [1 Corinthians 9:25-27] 

   

He saw the Christian life very much in terms of 
a struggle between the things of the spirit and 
the things of the flesh. Fasting is a good way of 
testing if one’s spirit is stronger than one’s 
flesh. 

 

Giving up luxuries during Lent, and living a more 
simple life-style, is another good way to use 
Lent.  It is important to give up things that 

represent a real sacrifice. I try to give up alcohol 
during Lent. As a member of the Alvechurch 
Wine Society, this represents an enormous 
sacrifice for me! But the harder it is to give up 
something, the more beneficial it is in moulding 
character and ensuring we are in control of our 
spiritual destiny. 

 

Attending church on each of the six weeks of 
Lent is also another good discipline that I 
wholeheartedly commend.  Just being in the 
presence of other Christians, who are also 
struggling to master their physical impulses, 
gives strength and encouragement to press 
onwards.  It is a bit like spiritual 
Weightwatchers! 

 

Another way to use Lent is by deepening our 
knowledge and understanding of the Christian 
Faith.  For some, this will mean reading 
theological books.  For others, it could mean 
joining one of the Lent discussion groups being 
held in various people’s homes and meeting 
rooms over the next five weeks. (Details 
elsewhere in the magazine).  This year’s Lent 
Course is entitled Glimpses of God and should 
give us a valuable insight into ways in which we 
can discern God’s presence in our world today. 

 

The forty days of Lent are a preparation for the 
great festival of Easter, which, this year, falls on 
31 March.  In my experience, the more 
seriously I try to keep Lent, the more wonderful 
and joyous is Easter Day. If we have shared in 
some small way Our Lord’s deprivations and 
sufferings, we will be able to share to the full in 
his wonderful resurrection on Easter Day. 

 

I do commend the season of Lent to you as a 
time in which to grow spiritually, and I do hope 
you will use some of the ideas above. 

 
Yours in Christ 
 
DAVID MARTIN 

What are you giving up for Lent? 
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 Slabs, Debris, and Wreaths 
A winter check of Alvechurch churchyard is carried out by 

Andy Humphries. 
 

I hope by the time you read this that some of the slabs in the 
lower churchyard (known as the 1960’s extension) will have 
been re-laid.  We noticed the problems towards the end of 
2012 as tree roots and general wear and tear started to make 
some areas very uneven.  I am sorry if it looked like the Church 
was ignoring the problem, but wet weather meant the 
contractor could only be lined up to do the work at the end of 
January.  

 

The weather has also meant a lot of debris in parts of the 
churchyard this winter. Our volunteers have been busy clearing 
it and checking many of our bigger trees.  Maybe you can help 
us here. If you notice any potential problems….dead trees, 
damaged branches …..please let us know so we can remove 
them before they fall.  As in previous years, the dead wood will 
be burnt in the next few weeks. although the smaller branches 
and leaves are now recycled in our composting area.   

 

A reminder that frost-damaged wreaths from Christmas will 
be removed from graves at the start of March, as in previous 
years.   This is to keep our churchyard tidy.  If you wish to keep 
a wreath or its frame for next Christmas, can you please 
remove it by the end of February.  And finally, a big thank you 
to all those visitors around Christmas and New Year who were 
careful to keep our churchyard looking tidy and not leave 
rubbish lying around.  We appreciate it. 

 
 

New Year Quiz 
 

A Big New Year Quiz is being held in The Village Hall on 
FRIDAY 25 JANUARY in order to raise funds for The Lounge 
Youth Project.  The first prize is £30 with other prizes, plus a 
raffle.  Competitors are invited to bring their own food and 
wine.  Teams can consist of up to six people.  Admission is £2 
per person. Be seated and ready for a prompt start at 7.45.pm 
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 The Boxing Day Walk 
Adrian Smith looks back on a memorable ramble. 
 
The last walk organised by Alvechurch Village Society was 

the traditional Boxing Day Walk around the Lickeys. A good 
turnout took advantage of the mild weather this year. We 
were however restricted to the Lickey Park itself due to the 
surrounding area being somewhat waterlogged. We only 
managed to lose 2 walkers this year, somewhere in Pinfield 
Woods,  which a kindly couple told us were easily passable 
underfoot, (I forgot to notice they were wearing waders!).  

 
However our missing couple went “off piste” somewhere 

but reported their safe return via a message left in the car 
park which we found later before sending out a posse! 

 
Our next walk is on SUNDAY 3 FEBRUARY.  It is a walk 

around Barnt Green and back via the Lakes.  The leaders are 
Martin and Pat Phipps (Tel: 0121 445 2213).  The walk begins 
at 2.30.pm from Tanyard Lane Car Park. 

 

Generous Lorenzians  
 

Once again, members of St Laurence Church came up 
trumps with the Advent Purses hung on the church 
Christmas Tree.  The purses contained Christmas gifts for 
Alejandro Mesco and his wife Doris, to enable them to 
complete their new home in Arequipa and thus have a base 
from which to continue their Christian ministry. 

 
When the contents of the Advent purses were totalled up, 

the value of the Christmas gift was an incredible £1,682. 68.  
Grateful thanks to all who gave so generously. 

 

Musician Required 
 
Do you play a musical instrument?  Would you be willing 

to play once a month at the 9.30.am Family Service in St 
Laurence Church?  The church is very short of musicians at 
present and would welcome any offers of help.  Please have 
a word with the Rector – 0121 445 1087 – if you would like 
more details. 
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Burcot Grange 
Residential 

Care Setting for 
the Elderly 

 
A unique blend of luxury  country  house 
living and quality  forward thinking  care, 
Burcot Grange is the perfect place for 
retirement living. 
 

Long term care 
 

Individua lly designed independent liv ing 

suites 
 

Short stay convalescent and holiday 

accommodation 
 

For more information or to arrange a visit 
go to  www.burcotgrange.com  

Burcot Grange, 23 Greenhill, Burcot, 
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, B60 1BJ. 

0121 445 5552 admin@burcotgrange.com  

Real Easter Eggs 
 

80 million Easter Eggs are sold in this country every year – 
and yet, only the Real Easter Egg tells the Easter story, gives 
money to charity and uses Fairtraded ingredients. 

 

Unlike other faiths, which are catered for by our biggest 
supermarkets, millions of Christians struggle to find anything 
connecting Jesus with the major festival of Easter in most 
shops. 

 

To meet this demand, the Real Easter Egg was launched in 
2010.  After the supermarkets turned it down it became a mail 
order hit.  Churches and schools joined together to establish 
the egg by placing orders.  By last Easter, a total of 200,000 
Easter eggs had been bought. 

 
Not only was this an increase in Fairtrade chocolate sales, 

but nearly £40,000 has been donated to charity.  Each egg 
contains am Easter story booklet containing the greatest story 
ever told. 

 

The supermarkets are still reluctant to stock the Real Easter 
Egg and so it is churches and schools that act as the principal 
sale points. 

 

The Real Easter Egg costs £3.99.  Stocks are limited. The 
company manufacturing them has run out every year, so early 
orders are essential.  Orders must be placed by SUNDAY 10 
FEBRUARY 2013. 

 

Please sign up on the notice board in the church porch NOW 
or visit The Ark office on any weekday morning from 9.00.am – 
1.00.pm with your order and pre-payment. 

 

The Alvechurch order for Real Easter Eggs will be sent off the 
day following the deadline in order to secure free delivery. 

 

Make it a real Easter for the children nearest and dearest to 
you! 
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Huntleys 

Funeral Services 

Serving your community for 130 years 
 

Your local family orientated funeral directors 

of distinction, offering a traditional and caring 
service with attention to detail 

FOR 24 HOUR IMMEDIATE 

ATTENTION 

01527 892900 

    12 Feckenham Road   
Astwood Bank 

Branch also at 

58 Ipsley Street , Redditch 

01527 62106 
Providers of the Perfect Choice Funeral Plan 

 

 

 

 

Calling All Jazz Lovers 
 

The Ark once again extends a warm welcome to Richard 
Leach and his 7 Stars of Jazz on FRIDAY 19 APRIL. More details 
in next month’s Grapevine. Enquiries to Sue Brotherton on 
0121 447 7037. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rowney Green Horticultural Society  
 

The Rowney Green Horticultural Society meets at the Peace 
Hall on the second Thursday of each month. The NEW starting 
time is 7.30pm. 

 

New members or visitors are always welcome. 
 

On THURSDAY 14 FEBRUARY Mick Houghton from Where 
Next? will talk about how people with special needs benefit 
from working in a plant nursery and on gardening projects. 

 

All enquiries can be made to Andrea on 0121 445 1929. 
 
 

Normal Services Will Be Resumed … 
 
There will be no 8.00.am Holy Communion Service on Sunday 

17 February due to the unavailability of a priest. However, 
there is a Parish Eucharist at 11.00.am that day for those who 
wish to receive Holy Communion. 
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Showroom and Workshop 
338 Alcester Road, Burcot,  

Bromsgrove B60 1BH 

Tel: (01527) 876200 
07710976744  

All Work  
is to the 
Highest 

Standard 

 
 

D SEELEY AND 

COMPANY 

 
 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND 

REGISTERED AUDITOR 

40 BEAR HILL, ALVECHURCH 

TELEPHONE 0121 445 2445 

Email: dseeley.co@btinternet.com 
 

We offer a comprehensive service 

including book-keeping, payroll, VAT, 

accounts and taxation for sole traders, 

partnerships, charities and  

limited companies  

 

Contact David or Susan Seeley to discuss 

how we can help you 

Registered to carry out Audit work by the 

Institute of Chartered Accountants in 

England & Wales   

THOMAS 

BROTHERS 

Funeral Directors 

Prepayment Plan,  

Private Chapels,  

"Woodland Burial" 
24 hour Personal Service 

 

A family-owned funeral directors 
offering a friendly, dignified service, 

paying attention to detail. 
 

Tel: 01527 547777 
494 Evesham Road 

Crabbs Cross, Redditch 
S.A.I.F. 

12A Red Lion Street 
Alvechurch   B48 7LF 

0121 445 3422 
S.A.I.F. 

Objects Of Interest 
 

Members of the Historical Society will be bringing items 
out of their treasure chests this month, writes Margaret 
Gardner, to share with others. 

 
Happy New Year to you all!  The next meeting of the 

Alvechurch Historical Society is on MONDAY 4 FEBRUARY. It 
is our ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. It shouldn't take too 
long.  

 
Then we hope to have many items brought to the 

meeting by members who will tell us why they are 
treasured by their family and what is their history.   

 
No doubt Keith, our Chairman, will look out items kept at 

the museum so he can tell us what they are and what is 
their origin. 

 
We look forward to seeing you all then.  There is plenty of 

parking space behind the Catholic Church with their kind 
permission.   Margaret Gardner (0121 445 1649) 

 
 

120 Thank Yous 
 

Sue and Steve Thompson write … 
 
We would like to thank everyone for the lovely cards and 

gifts we received for your 60th birthdays.  Thank you all for 
making our evening so special.   

 
We had a fantastic evening with some wonderful 

memories to cherish.  Thanks also go to Simon for 
organising all this for us. 

 
 

The Silver Threads 
 

The Silver Threads Group recommences on the first 
Wednesday in February in Alvechurch Village Hall.  This is 
WEDNESDAY 6 FEBRUARY at 1.30.pm. 
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The Ark Café  
 
Forget those winter blues and make your way to the Ark 

Café on any Thursday at 12.15.pm to enjoy winter warmers in 
the company of other Alvechurch folk.  The February Menu is 

 
February 7 Roast Pork 
February 14 Winter Casserole 
February 21 Closed – Half Term 
February 28 Glazed Gammon  
 
There will be another Beef Carvery Lunch on 21 March.  

Tickets are £10 from Ian Price on 0121 447 7955 Monday to 
Friday from 9.00.am until 1.00.pm or on Thursday lunchtimes 
at the Café. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cover Picture 
 

The cover of this month’s Grapevine shows a picture of 
Christ in the Desert by the Russian artist Kramskoi (1837-
1887).  It is a picture that had a great effect on the composer, 
Edward Elgar.  Whilst he was writing his choral work The 
Apostles, he had the picture before him and found great 
inspiration in its brooding portrayal of Christ.   

 
Kramskoi treated his subject in moral–philosophical terms, 

imbuing his image of Christ with dramatic experiences in a 
deeply psychological and vital interpretation, evoking the idea 
of his heroic self-sacrifice. 

 
 
 

 

Kathryn Collinson 
BA Hons, BEd Hons, ALCM 

 
Lessons 

from 
20 minutes 

to 
1 hour 

 
 
Music tuition – All Styles 
 Classical, Bass and Electric Guitar 

 Piano and Keyboard 

 For exams or just for fun 
 

Maths and English Tuition 
 SATS / confidence building 

 Special needs 

 Ages from 5-11 years 
 

Tel: 0121 445 3523 
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 Garden Centre 
Opening hours 

Mon-Fri 9 to 5, Sat 10 to 4 
 

  Woodwork 

Packing / assembly 

Landscaping / maintenance 
 

Support your local cha rity which offers peop le 

with special needs the opportunity to 

experience the real world of work. 

Wellesbourne Close 
Easemore Road, Redditch 
B98 8ER 
01527 69955 

WHERE NEXT 

ASSOCIATION 

 "Rectory Cottage Bed and Breakfast" 

Old Rectory Lane,  
Alvechurch 

 

offers  
warm and welcoming accommodation, 
with super breakfasts and attractive, 

spacious bedrooms.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Celia on 

0121 445 4824, or visit our website 

www. rectorycottage-alvechurch.co.uk 

 

Ash Wednesday  
 

The season of Lent begins on ASH WEDNESDAY 13 FEBRUARY.  
There will be the customary service for that day in St Laurence 
Church at 7.30.pm.  At the service, palm crosses are burnt and 
turned into ashes – the ceremony by which the day gets its 
name. Please bring any palm crosses you have to the service. 
Get into the right frame of mind for Lent by attending the 
evening service. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Little People 
 

The very small children have their very own service on 
THURSDAY 28 FEBRUARY at 10.15.am in St Laurence Church.  
The Tiny Tots Service is specially designed for children under 
school age.   

 
Sitting on cushions at the chancel step the children listen to a 

story (and often join in with it), sing some simple action songs 
and say a prayer. The whole service lasts no more than twenty 
minutes.   

 
A warm welcome is extended to parents with pre-school-age 

children to come along to the service.  Admission to the church 
is via The Ark. 
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The Leys Residential Home 

Old Birmingham Road 

Alvechurch B48 7TQ 

 

Offering a warm, welcoming and caring  

environment for later years. 

For further information, or to arrange 

a visit, please call 

0121 445 5587 

 James Giles  

& Sons 
A FAMILY OWNED FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

ESTABLISHED 1916 
 

Serving all communities 
with dignity and 
understanding 

 

 Private Chapel of Rest 

 Day and Night Service 

 Woodland Burial 

 Golden Charter and Help 
the Aged Funeral Plans 

 Catering and Floral 
Tributes 

 

Telephone 01527 872318 
24 Stourbridge Road 

Bromsgrove, Worcs, B61 0AE 

Tunes & Triplets 
 

Forthcoming meetings of the Women’s Fellowship are 
previewed by Jill Woolley. 

 
The St Laurence Women’s Fellowship is an Ecumenical group 

that meets together for an afternoon of fellowship on the 4th 
Wednesday of each month in the Tanyard Centre at 2pm. 

 
We look forward to an afternoon of fun on WEDNESDAY 27 

FEBRUARY when David Wornham brings along his “Tuneful 
Tubes”. Then on March 27th Anna Blaxham and her sister will 
tell us something of their life growing up as triplets. 

 
Come and join us – you will be very welcome. 
 
And a date for your diary. The annual Women’s’ World Day 

of Prayer will be held in the village on FRIDAY 1 MARCH. More 
details in next month’s Grapevine and on posters around the 
village. 

 

Baptisms 

 
Here are the photographs of the Baptisms on Sunday 23rd 

December 2012 of Isla Bridget Taylor and Lily Beth David. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                              Isla Bridget Taylor  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                      Lily Beth David 
 



Page 12 

Keep The Burglars Out 
 

This month the local policing team gives some 
advice on keeping homes secure 

 
Does your home stand out to thieves? 
 
We know that when there has been a 

burglary in an area, unfortunately burglars are 
likely to come back to that same area and, as a 
result, nearby residents will be 23 times more 
likely to be a victim of a similar burglary. 

 
West Mercia Police is working hard to catch 

those responsible, but we need your help. By 
taking just a few simple steps, you can make 
your home a much harder target for thieves. 

 
LIGHTEN UP! 

 
House burglaries remain relatively low in 

West Mercia – less than 1% of homes are 
burgled each year. However, when it is dark 
outside, unlit houses can be a target for thieves.  

 
Most house break-ins are opportunistic. Don’t 

give thieves a chance! 
 
After purchasing high valued items or after 

being given them as presents, do not leave the 
empty boxes outside your house or in the street 
awaiting collection as this advertises to would-
be burglars what you have to offer. 

 
Be mindful of items of property within your 

home which can be seen from outside by 
passers-by. You may not wish to advertise to 
criminals that you have a large flat screen TV or 
games console. Consider positioning these high-
value items out of view and draw your curtains 
when you have your lights switched on inside 
your home. 

 
You can significantly reduce the chance of 

your home being burgled by taking a few simple 
precautions: 

 

Quick tips:  
 

 A well-lit home gives the impression that 

someone is in. 

 Use timer switches to turn lights on if it will 

be dark before you get home. 

 Save energy and money with low-energy or 

dusk to dawn sensor light bulbs. A low-energy 
bulb costs less than 5p per week to run (if left 
on for six hours each day). 

 Ensure your windows and doors have locks 

– and use them! 

 Do not leave car keys or ID documents 

near windows, doors or letterboxes. 

 When going away, ask a friend or 

neighbour to keep an eye on your home. 

 Do not leave tools lying around in the 

garden which could be used to break into your 
home. 

 Do not leave keys in your back door or in 

window locks when you go out or when you go 
to bed at night. Should someone gain entry into 
your property, they may be limited on what 
items they can take by the size of their exit 
route. However, ensure you can gain easy asses 
to your keys in the event of a fire. 

 Do not keep keys in obvious places, for 

example; in the kitchen on a key rack, in a bowl 
or inside a kitchen draw. Should a burglar find 
your cars keys, there is a high probability that 
they will use your car to make good their 
escape. 

 Ensure good, well maintained boundary 

security. Ideally it should be of a type to make 
climbing over it very difficult. If you have a 
hedge at the front of you property, try to keep 
it low enough in order to prevent burglars 
breaking in unobserved. 

 A good CCTV system can deter would-be 

thieves and help identify offenders. If fitted 
ensure the picture quality is clear and it has 
night vision of at least 10 metres. 

Invest in external lighting. 
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Help us catch a burglar 
 
Have you noticed anything suspicious 

recently? For example, people acting strangely, 
or suspicious vehicles that do not belong in the 
area? Do you know of a burglar or someone 
who handles stolen goods? 

 
You can get additional information by 

following us on twitter.com/wmerciapolice and 
facebook.com/westmerciapolice 

 
For any further advice on any of the topics 

mentioned, please contact your Local Policing 
Team. You can find out who your Local Policing 
Team is by visiting our website: 
www.westmercia.police.uk/localpolicing/ 
alternatively contact CSO 6715 MARK HYDER at 
Wythall Police Station.  

 
 

The Midland Sinfonia 
 

Saturday 2nd February, 7.30pm Artrix, 
Bromsgrove. 

 
Farewell My Lovely 

 
Wagner ~ Siegfried Idyll 

Haydn ~ Symphony No.45 ‘Farewell’ 
Mozart ~ Symphony No.33 in B flat major 

Hummel ~ Trumpet Concerto 
Four wonderful works in one concert! 

Conductor: Richard Laing 
Guess soloist: Steve Lee on trumpet 

 
Tickets £16 (Children accompanying an 

adult free) available from Artrix 
www.artrix.co.uk or 01527 577330.  F/T 
Students and reg. unemployed £5. 

……………………………………………………………… 
Saturday 2nd March, 7.30pm The Ark, St. 
Laurence Church, Alvechurch 
 
Gilbert & Sullivan and more… 

The Midland Sinfonia presents 
The Enigma String Quartet 
with guests Clare Spencer-Smith, cello 
and Bromsgrove Operatic Society soloists 
 
Another visit from our favourite quartet 
and a very welcome return to The Ark. A 
special evening celebrating the songs of 
G&S and string works of Schubert and 
Moeran. With special guests members of 
the Bromsgrove Operatic Society and Clare 
Spenser-Smith, cello. 
 
This promises to be “the very model of a 
modern major concert”, to misquote Major
-General Stanley, (Pirates of Penzance). 
 

Tickets on the door £13 (Children 
accompanying an adult free), or from The 
Village Green Grocer or contact 
marian@midlandsinfonia.co.uk  0121 447 
7040 or 07889 147861. F/T students and 
reg. unemployed £5 

 
To read more about us or to see details 

of the full programme: 
www.midlandsinfonia.co.uk 

 
 

http://www.westmercia.police.uk/localpolicing/
mailto:marian@midlandsinfonia.co.uk
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Lent Courses 
 
During the six weeks of Lent, Christians endeavour to prepare themselves spiritually for Easter.  

One way to do so is by following a course of study so as to deepen one’s faith and grow in 
knowledge and understanding. 

 
This year, Churches together in Alvechurch and Rowney Green is organising a Lent Course 

entitled Glimpses of God.  It has been written by the well-known Christian broadcaster and writer, 
David Winter. 

 
In this course, Canon David Winter draws on the Bible as he shows where we can find strength 

and encouragement as we live through the 21st century. Under the title Glimpses of God, the five-
part course brings a message of hope. 

 
Session (1) The God who hears our cry 
 
Session (2) The Shepherd who guides and guards his people  
 
Session (3) The Son who is the Way, the Truth and the Life 
 
Session (4) The God who shares our pain 
 
Session (5) The God who calms our fears 
 
A CD accompanies the course, containing contributions from Baroness Shirley Williams,  Bishop 

Stephen Cottrell, Professor David Wilkinson and Dr. David Hope. 
 
Here are the dates and venues for this year’s Lent Course.  A warm welcome is extended to 

anyone who would like to attend.  Just give the host a phone call to say you are coming. 
 

 

Wednesday 13  

February 

8.00.pm 40 Hinton Avenue Fiona Lee 

0121 445 2087 

Thursday 14 7.30.pm The Coach House Graham & Lynne Clark 

Friday 15 

February 

2.00.pm Ivy Cottage 

Withybed Green 

Sue Phillips 

0121 445 3620 

Monday 18 10.15.am Fairview Veronica Rogers 

Wednesday 20 

February 

10.15.am 

for 10.30.am 

St Mary’s RC Church 

School Lane 

Felicity Rixon 

0121 445 2371 

Wednesday 20  

February 

2.00.pm 2 Gothic Cottages 

Radford Road 

Dick Russell 

0121 445 3083 
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Obituary 
 

ARTHUR FREDERICK DAVIES 
 
Man who was born in St Helens, Lancashire 

and spent the last seven years of his life in 
Grange Lane, died on 9 December 2012 at the 
age of 81. 

 
Arthur Frederick Davies was an only child.  

After attending St Helens Grammar School, 
where he excelled as a rugby union player and 
later went on to play for the Old Boys Rugby 
Team, he went to Durham University to study 
mining engineering. He then worked for the 
Coal Board before setting up a management 
consultancy in the mid-1960s.  He later worked 
as General Manager for C White & Co from 
1982 until 1997.  He continued to work after his 
retirement. 

 
In 1959 he married Betty and they shared fifty

-three years as husband and wife.  He was the 
father of a daughter, Raynor, and grandfather 
to four grandchildren – Polly, Sam, Joe and 
Emily. 

 
Because of the nature of his work, he had 

numerous homes during the course of his life.  
Beginning at Brinsworth near Rotherham in 
Yorkshire he spent five years in Wrexham, four 
years in Glasgow, four years in Cheadle near 
Manchester, eight years on the Wirral near 
Chester, nine years at Horbury near Wakefield 
and ten years at Linton near Weatherby before 
finally arriving in Grange Lane in 2006. 

 
He will be remembered as a man who had 

time for others, was hardworking, with a keen 
mind and a good sense of humour. 

 
His funeral was held in the parish church on 

Friday 28 December.  The hymns sung were 
Guide me, O thou great Redeemer and Praise 
my soul the king of heaven.  Cremation then 
followed at Redditch Crematorium. 

BRIAN FREDERICK SWAN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A man who lived in Randall Avenue for fifty-

three years died on 12 December 2012 at the 

age of 78. 

Brian Frederick Swan was one of three 

children born to Ivy and Fred Swan of Weoley 

Castle.  He is survived by his sisters June and 

Hazel. 

In 1958 he married Barbara and they shared 

fifty-four years as husband and wife.  He was 

the father of Rachel and grandfather to Connor. 

He undertook his National Service in the 

army, and was sent to Egypt at the time of the 

Suez Crisis.  Here he was attached to a naval 

unit and, later in life, became a very active 

member of the Royal Naval Association based at 

Tenbury Wells.  He was very proud to recently 

receive a medal for his services at Suez. 

He began his working life as a carpenter with 

the Midland Red Bus Company.  He later 

worked for the Austin Motor Company at 

Longbridge and then as a car transporter for 

Autocar Transporters located at the Brickyards 

at the bottom of Scarfield Hill and then at 

Wythall.  His final job was with the Magpie 

Lighting and Film Company where he assisted in 

the making of television films. 
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After a year living in Selly Oak he and his wife 
moved to Alvechurch where they have lived for 
the past fifty-three years.  He enjoyed 
gardening, growing vegetables and flowers. 

 
He will be remembered as a sociable man 

who liked being with other people. He was also 
thoughtful and put the needs of other people 
before himself. 

 
His funeral was held in the parish church on 

Thursday 3 January.  The Tenbury Wells Royal 
Naval Association formed a guard of honour.  
The hymns sung were Morning has broken like 
the first morning and All things bright and 
beautiful.  After the service his body was laid to 
rest in the churchyard. 

 

DAVID CLIVE PEDLINGHAM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A man who lived in Buckleys Green for the 

last ten years of his life, and who was described 
as “a big man with a very big heart” died on 14 
December at the age of 72. 

 
David Clive Pedlingham was the youngest of 

five children born into a family at Rubery.  His 
eldest brother, Trevor, recently predeceased 
him, but he is survived by Kathryn, Ethel and 
William.  His marriage to Patricia spanned thirty 
years and they had one son, Stephen.  For the 
past twelve years he enjoyed the company of 
his dear friend, Betty. 

 
After leaving St Chad’s Primary School, Rubery 

and Wasley Hills Secondary School, he trained 
as a carpenter.  He worked for numerous local 
building firms and on building sites across the 
Midlands.  He was working right up to his death. 

 

He had numerous homes during his lifetime, 
including Nuneaton, Quinton, Astwood Bank 
and Stoke Prior before finally settling at 
Buckleys Green.  He was a member of the Royal 
British Legion Club in Rubery and the Kings 
Norton Golf Club.  He was a man who enjoyed 
dancing and singing and had an active mind that 
was continually coming up with new inventions.  
Latterly, he helped the elderly residents at the 
Haig Homes in Kings Heath. 

 
He will be remembered as a caring and 

sharing man who liked helping other people. He 
was also a thoughtful and spiritual person, 
saying his prayers every day and having his Bible 
constantly by his bedside. 

 
His funeral was held at Redditch Crematorium 

on Wednesday 9 January and the hymn sung 
was The Lord’s my shepherd I’ll not want. 

 

JOHANNA JOY HONIGSBERGER 
 

A lady who was born in South Africa and 
moved to Alvechurch in 1960 died on Boxing 
Day 26 December at the age of 84. 

 
Johanna Joy Honigsberger was the eldest of 

five children born at Paarl in South Africa.  Only 
her sister Sybil remains, and she now lives in 
New Zealand. 

 
At the age of eleven she contracted 

Tuberculosis through drinking untreated milk. 
Following an accident in which she cracked her 
hip, infection set in and she was bedridden until 
the age of 17.  She subsequently went through 
life with one leg four inches shorter than the 
other.  She had no formal education but, at the 
age of 18, she enrolled at Art College in Cape 
Town. 

 
In 1954 she met and married Leo 

Honigsberger whilst he was studying medicine 
in South Africa.  They shared 56 years together 
as husband and wife prior to his death in 2001.  
She was the mother of two daughters – Laura 
and Julia – and grandmother to James. 
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In 1958 she and her husband came to the 
United Kingdom.  They lived for a while in South 
London and then at Rednall, before moving to 
The Highlands in School Lane in 1960.  She 
remained there for forty years.   

 
In 2001 she moved to The Haypen at High 

House Farm where she spent a further ten 
years. The last two years of her life were spent 
at Burcot Grange Residential Home. She was a 
member of the Royal Birmingham Society of 
Artists and possessed remarkable artistic talent. 

 
She will be remembered for her great love of 

life and other people. She was invariably 
positive in all that she did and had an open, 
friendly nature.  It was said that Joy was a very 
appropriate name for her because she was full 
of the joys of life. 

 
Her funeral was held at Redditch 

Crematorium on Friday 11 January. The one 
hymn sung was I vow to thee my country.  Her 
son-in-law, Michael Shuttleworth gave a tribute 
and her grandson, James, read a poem. 

 
 

CLAIRE LOUISE HOPKINS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With deep sadness we record the death of a 

young wife and mother who battled with cancer 
for eighteen months but died on 8 January at 
the age of 36. 

Claire Louise Hopkins was the daughter of Joe 
and Julie Deehan and was born at Kings Heath.  
She was a sister to Paul.  After attending Colwall 
Road Primary School and Baverstock Secondary 
School she moved to Cadbury College to study 
for her ‘A’ levels.   

 
She was a hard-worker and did well.  She then 

went to Nottingham Trent University where she 
studied French and European Business Studies, 
achieving a 2:1. 

 
During vacations she worked in a hairdresser’s, 
as a waitress, barmaid and shop assistant. Upon 
graduating she went into business but, whilst 
teaching English to adults in Italy, she 
discovered her true metier was to be a teacher.  
She subsequently gained a PGCE from 
Wolverhampton University and commenced 
work, in 2006, at Woodfield Middle School in 
Redditch.  She proved herself a dedicated 
teacher who saw the potential in every child. 

 
In 2008 she married Robert Hopkins in St 

Laurence Church and two years ago gave birth 
to their daughter, Kate.  She refused to give in 
to the disease that was to eventually claim her 
life.  She was a positive person who always 
looked on the bright side of life.   

 
She was adventurous, having travelled to New 

Zealand (twice), the west coast of America, 
Lapland and Nice.  She set herself goals and 
then worked unstintingly to achieve them. In 
December she moved into Blythesway. 

 
Her funeral was held in St Laurence Church on 

Friday 18 January.  Her uncle Charlie spoke a 
tribute and Eileen Padley read a poem.  After 
the service her body was laid to rest in the 
churchyard. 
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From the Registers 

Funerals and Cremations 
May they rest in the peace of Christ 
 
December 28 Arthur Frederick Davies  aged 81 
January 3 Brian Frederick Swan  aged 78 
January 9 David Clive Pedlingham  aged 72 
January 11 Johanna Joy Honigsberger  aged 84 
January 18 Claire Louise Hopkins  aged 36 

Baptisms 
We welcome you into the Lord’s family 
 

December 23 Isla Bridget Taylor Ash Lane, Hopwood 
  Lily Beth David George Road 

[Pictures of the baptisms can be found on the church website - 
www.alvechurch-stlaurence.org]  

Rota for February 2013     

 3
rd

 February 10
th

 February 17
th

 February 24
th

 February 

Sanctuary Monica Clarke Virginia Davis LENT LENT 

Lady Chapel Monica Clarke Virginia Davis LENT LENT 

In Memory of Felix Ward Mrs F.R.Catley   

 

Flowers 

My belated and grateful thanks to Elizabeth Clement, Helen Jones, Lynda Wolstencroft and 
Monica Clarke who gave up their time to help make Christmas in church so beautiful with 
colourful seasonal flowers. The ladies give of their time willingly at what is a busy time in our 
family lives.  So thank you to you all.  

 
Halfway through this month we enter Lent when, as tradition dictates, the church will be 

devoid of flowers again until Easter. 

Ann Thurrell reveals the Flower Rota for February 2013 and takes a backward glance at 
Christmas.   
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Rector Revd David Martin, The Rectory, School Lane 445 1087 

       davidmartin@lynkserve.net 
Licensed Lay Ministers Mr Dick Russell, 2 Gothic Cottages, Radford Rd 445 3083 

  Ms Sue Philips Withybed Green 445 3620 
Authorised Lay Ministers Mrs Helena Allen,  117 Birmingham road 445 5605 

 Mr Phil Burgess Highlands, School Lane, 447 7468 

 Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 

 Ms Gloria Wilson, 11 Bear Hill Drive 445 1854 

 Mrs Philippa Brakes, 56 Callow Hill Road 445 3983 
 Mrs Lynne Clark, The Coach House, School Lane 445 2547 
 Mrs Jayne Burgess, Highlands, School Lane 447 7468 
 Mrs Annette Thomas 8 Snake Lane 445 5180 

Churchwardens Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane. 445 2547 

 Mr Mick Fletcher , 52 Callow Hill Road 445 6431 

Deputy Wardens Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road,   01527 64077 
 Mr Andy Humphries, Sunnymead, Station Road 445 5955 

  Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane 445 3569 
  Mrs Alison Smith, 12 Hollington Road 447 7293 

PCC Secretary Mrs Enid Brumsen 32 Callow Hill Road 445 0663  
PCC Treasurer Mr Bob Dale Weatheroak Farm 01564 822486 

Organist & Choirmaster Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane 445 3569 

Electoral Roll Officer Mr Jeremy Roberts, 7 Redditch Road, Hopwood 445 2041 
Tower Captain Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road 01527 64077 
Singing Group Mrs Lynda Wolstencroft  49 Hinton Avenue Tel:  445 3212 

Mum’s the Word Mrs Kate Birchall, 14 Birmingham Road 0121 445 6964 
Flower Co-ordinator Mrs Ann Thurrell, Top Barn, Scarfield Hill 447 7668 

Women’s Fellowship Mrs Jill Woolley, 111 Birmingham Road 445 2125 
Ark Booking Secretary ) Mr Ian Price, the Ark School Lane, 447 7955 

& Grapevine advertising  )      thearkalvechurch@yahoo.co.uk 

Grapevine Editor Revd David Martin, The Rectory, School Lane 445 1087 
      davidmartin@lynkserve.net 

Finance and Standing Committee  Development  

David Martin Graham Clark Alison Smith Jeremy Roberts 
Mike Fletcher Alison Smith Margaret Haste  

Bob Dale Jeremy Roberts    

Children and Youth   Churchyard  
Martin Allen Mike Fletcher Bob Dale Andy Humphries 
Marion Thompson Pat Booth   
  Peru and Missionary 

Buildings and Fabric  Sue Phillips Dick Russell 
Mick Fletcher Colin Bennett Sue Brotherton Margaret Haste 

David Richmond Jill Woolley Worship   
 Barbara Scane Martin Allen 
  Graham Clark Enid Brumsen 

  David Richmond   

PCC Special Responsibilities 

Who’s who 
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Calendar 
 

FEBRUARY 2013 

 
 
 
Saturday 1 7.30.pm Midland Sinfonia Concert at the Artrix, Bromsgrove 
 
 
Sunday 3 2.30.pm Footpath Walk from Tanyard Lane Car Park 
 
 
Monday 4  7.45.pm Historical Society Meeting in The Museum, School Lane 
 
 
Sunday 10 Last opportunity to order Real Easter Eggs 
 
Wednesday 13 ASH WEDNESDAY 
  7.30.pm Ash Wednesday Service in St Laurence Church 
  8.00.pm Lent Course (1) begins at 40 Hinton Avenue 
 
 
Thursday 14 7.30.pm Rowney Green Horticultural Society in the Peace Hall 
  7.30.pm Lent Course (2) begins at The Coach House, School Lane 
 
 
Friday 15 2.00.pm Lent Course (3) begins at Ivy Cottage, Withybed Green 
 
 
Saturday 16 MARCH GRAPEVINE GOES TO PRESS 
 
Monday 18 10.15.am Lent Course (4) begins at Fairview, School Lane 
 
 
Wednesday 20 10.15.am Lent Course (5) begins at St Mary’s RC Church, School Lane 
  2.00.pm Lent Course (6) begins at 2 Gothic Cottages, Radford Road 
 
 
Wednesday 27 2.00.pm Women’s Fellowship in Tanyard Lane Centre 

 
 

 

HARLEQUIN PRINT LTD, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Park, Birmingham, B30 3HZ. 
Tel: 0121 459 3454  FAX: 0121 458 3089  Email: sales@harlequinprint.co.uk 


