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St Laurence Church 
Alvechurch 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

8.00.am Holy Communion 
9.30.am Family Service 

with Holy Communion on the 1st Sunday 
and Baptisms on the 4th Sunday 

11.00.am Parish Eucharist 
6.00.pm Evensong 

 

At Rowney Green Shared Church 
9.30.am Methodist/Anglican Service 

with Holy Communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month 
 

DAILY SERVICE 
 

9.00.am Monday to Friday 
In St Laurence Church 

 

ORGANISATIONS 
 

Sunday Club  Sundays at 9.30.am in the church and Ark (445 1854) 
 

Forget-me-not  Alternate Mondays at 1.30.pm in The Ark (445 3620) 
 

Choir   Thursdays at 7.45.pm in church (445 3569) 
 

Bellringers  Sundays at 10.30.am and 5.30.pm 
   Tuesday Practice at 7.30.pm (01527 64077) 

 

Women’s Fellowship 4th Wednesday of the month at 2.00.pm  
   in Tanyard Lane Community Centre (445 2125) 
 

Mum’s the Word Thursdays at 9.30.am  in The Ark (07876390154) 
 

Ark Café  Thursdays during term time at 12.15.pm (447 7017) 
 

Home Group  Thursday, 7.30.pm at the Coach House (445 2547) 
 

Messy Church  Bimonthly on a Saturday in The Ark (445 1985) 
 

THE ARK 
Enquiries to Ian Price 0121 447 7955 

 
Registered as a Charity in England and Wales: Charity Number 1131783 
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My Dear Friends 
 
Last year, Traidcraft produced a Real Easter 

Egg using fair-trade chocolate and donating a 
percentage of the profits to charitable causes. 

 
Rather than having pictures of hopping 

bunny rabbits and clucking chicks on the 
packaging, the illustrations told, in cartoon 
form, the real story of Easter.  The big 
supermarkets – Tesco, Sainsbury and Asda – 
refused to stock it.  They claimed there was 
no demand for such a product.  Traidcraft 
was, therefore, forced to use small retailers.  
The nearest store to us that sold the egg last 
year was the Co-op in the St John’s district of 
Worcester, a distance of some 25 miles from 
Alvechurch. 

 
Well, Traidcraft proved the big 

supermarkets wrong.  The Real Easter Egg 
instantly sold out.  Armed with this market 
evidence, Traidcraft was fairly confident that 
the big three supermarkets would stock the 
Real Easter Egg this year.  But again they 
refused, using specious arguments about not 
wishing to offend those of other religious 
beliefs and not wishing to be seen promoting 
the Christian faith.  

 
The fact that we live in a Christian country, 

and that those of other faiths have no 
objection to Christians celebrating Christian 
festivals, does not seem to permeate the 
mind-set of the supermarket giants. 

 
Faced with yet another refusal from the 

major supermarkets, Traidcraft decided to 
harness the power of the Internet and sell this 
year’s Real Easter Egg on line.  The response 
has been phenomenal.  120,000 eggs have 
been sold, and, as I write [three weeks before 
Easter] all stocks have sold out.   

We, at St Laurence Church, had no difficulty 
selling over sixty. We have approximately 
another sixty for sale. If any readers of The 
Grapevine would like to purchase one [£3.99]
they can be obtained from Ian Price at The 
Ark on weekday mornings from 9.00.am until 
1.00.pm. 

 
The Real Easter Egg has demonstrated there 

is a desire to recapture the true meaning of 
Easter. Customers are willing to walk past 
“two for the price of one” offers and ignore 
goofy bunnies and inane chicks in order to 
purchase an Easter Egg that commemorates 
the events we are celebrating at Easter. 

 
The cartoon version of the Easter story on 

the packaging of the Real Easter Egg tells the 
story of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem on Palm 
Sunday, the Last supper on Maundy Thursday, 
the betrayal in the Garden of Gethsemane, 
the Crucifixion, the burial and Jesus’ rising 
from the dead on Easter Day.  There is even 
an eight-page storybook included so that 
children can enjoy reading the Easter story.   

 
Easter eggs are a symbol of hope and new 

life and represent the stone that was rolled 
away from Jesus’ tomb early on Easter 
morning.  Easter is something to celebrate 
and shout about.  It offers us hope.  It is the 
event that turned eleven frightened disciples 
into fearless preachers.   

 
It was the event that caused Saul of Tarsus 

to undergo a complete U-turn and become St 
Paul the greatest missionary the Christian 
Church has ever known.  It is the event that 
points us beyond the futility of death to 
resurrected life with Christ. 

 
 

The Rector Writes... 

    Real Easter Eggs  
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On or Off? 

 

Are you ON the Church Electoral Roll or are you OFF the 
Church Electoral Roll?  The simplest way to find out is to 
scrutinize the copy of the Roll on the table at the back of the 
church.   

If your name is there, you have nothing else to do.  If your 
name is not there, and you wish to join St Laurence’s Church 
Membership Roll, complete an application form and return it 
by TUESDAY 3 APRIL.  After that date, the Roll is closed until 
after the Annual Parochial Church meeting (APCM) on 17 
April. 

Isn’t it time we reclaimed Easter as a Christian festival?  
Isn’t it time we pestered the managers of Tesco, Sainsbury 
and Asda to ask them why they refuse to stock a Real Easter 
Egg?  Isn’t it time we stood up to the insidious creeping tide 
of secularism and political correctness that seeks to 
extinguish religious belief from our land?   

 
Easter is a good time to throw in one’s lot with Christ - to 

stand up and be counted – so that, on our day of 
resurrection, Christ may recognize us as his real followers. 

 
With all best wishes for Easter 
Yours in Christ 
 
DAVID MARTIN 

Can You Hear Me? 

Pat Booth writes… 
 

Are you finding it difficult to join in conversations? Do you 
continually miss important information? Is it easier to opt 
out than persist in trying to communicate? 

 

If so, then ‘Can you Hear Me?’ is the place for you. We get 
together in an understanding environment and enjoy each 
other’s company. We share our experiences and have 
informed speakers to help us with devices to make our 
hearing loss less frustrating. 

 

You will be very welcome at Tanyard Lane Community 
Centre on the 3rd Wednesday each month. Our next session 
is WEDNESDAY 18 APRIL 2012. For further information 
please contact me on 0121 445 1985. Hope to see you! 



Page 5 

Confirmation  

BANNOCKS
MEMORIALS

REDDITCH

Five generations of
guaranteed quality

manufacturing and service
from a family business

All aspects of
Monumental

Masonry

Showroom at
95a Mount Pleasant

Redditch
B97 4HZ

01527 550229

(Home visits if required)

The Service of Confirmation is designed for those who 
were baptized as infants and have now reached a sufficient 
age of maturity to confirm the baptismal promises made on 
their behalf by their parents and godparents.  It is also the 
service at which those who have not been baptized as 
infants can be both baptized and confirmed into full 
membership of the Christian Church. 

 

In order to understand the faith that is being confirmed, 
the Rector runs a Confirmation Course that lasts ten weeks 
and covers the main beliefs of Christianity.  It is a good 
opportunity to ask questions and probe more deeply.  There 
will be two Confirmation Groups this year – one for those 
under the age of sixteen and one for adults. 

 

An initial meeting, to decide actual days and times for 
subsequent meetings, will be held on MONDAY 23 APRIL in 
The Ark.  Young people at 7.00.pm and adults at 8.00.pm.  
Further details can be had from the Rector. 

The next Messy Church is on Saturday 12 May at the new 
time of 3.30.pm to 5.30.pm.  Pat Booth says, “Come and help 
us have a fantastic family time with friends of all ages. 

Gather together Mums, Dads, Aunts and Uncles, cousins 
and Grandparents and enjoy creative crafts, a good story and 
food for all….No charge… No washing up… VILLAGE MESSY 
CHURCH…is for everyone!” 

For further details contact Pat on 0121 445 1985  

Get Messy 

Rowney Green Horticultural Society had a busy and 
interesting month in March, writes Andrea Halse.  The 
annual bulb show entries included containers of a wide 
variety of bulbs. In the same week we had a jolly evening 
with delicious food and a quiz. 

 
The April meeting of the Society is on THURSDAY 12 APRIL 

at 7.45pm in Rowney Green Village Hall, when Paul Green 
will talk about Plants of the Season. 

 
All are welcome. Enquires to me, Andrea Halse, on 0121 

445 1929. 

Bulbs, Plants And Jollity 
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Admin Volunteer Wanted! 
Pat Booth is seeking some 

help. 
 
Would you like the 

opportunity to participate in 
supporting two groups?  

 
Admin is an important part 

of ensuring that 
communication is efficient 
and that events are well-
organised. We can promise 
you an interesting and 

satisfying role providing a 
service to people in the 
community. The groups meet 
on a monthly and bi-monthly 
basis so there is a flurry of 
activity prior to each event. 

 
If you have basic computer 

skills and spare time at your 
convenience then please talk 
to me so that we can look at 
working together.  Pat 0121 
445 1985 

 

Burcot Grange 
Residential 

Care Setting for 
the Elderly 

 
A unique blend of luxury  country  house 
living and quality  forward thinking  care, 
Burcot Grange is the perfect place for 
retirement living. 
 

Long term care 
 

Individua lly designed independent liv ing 

suites 
 

Short stay convalescent and holiday 

accommodation 
 

For more information or to arrange a visit 
go to  www.burcotgrange.com  

Burcot Grange, 23 Greenhill, Burcot, 
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, B60 1BJ. 

0121 445 5552 admin@burcotgrange.com  

Snowdrops And Daffodils 
No one walking through 

the churchyard at the end of 
February and beginning of 
March can fail to have 
noticed the beautiful spread 
of snowdrops.   

With their waxed, virgin-
white, heads bowed in 
reverence, they were the 
perfect accompaniment for 
the sad events of recent 
weeks. 

Thanks are extended to 
Irene Hoare, Eileen McHugh 

and Clive Stevens for their 
work in planting more 
snowdrops this year. 

Thanks are also extended 
to Ann Thurrell for making 
the lovely bunches of 
daffodils distributed at the 
Mothering Sunday Service.   

It was a joy to see the looks 
on the small children’s faces 
as each received a bunch of 
daffodils to pass on to their 
mothers with their love. 

New Scout & Guide Centre 
Barnt Green Scout and 

Guide Field Trust extend an 
invitation to the Official 
Opening of the new Barnt 
Green Community, Scout and 
Guide Centre, off Blackwell 
Road, Barnt Green on 
SATURDAY 12 MAY.      

 

Please call in between 
2.pm. and 4.pm.  The Official 
Ceremony will take place at 
3.p.m. and will be performed 
by Digby Lord Jones of 
Birmingham accompanied by 
a Rainbow Guide and a 
Beaver Scout. 



Page 7 

 

 

Kathryn Collinson 
BA Hons, BEd Hons, ALCM 

 
Lessons 

from 
20 minutes 

to 
1 hour 

 
 
Music tuition – All Styles 
 Classical, Bass and Electric Guitar 

 Piano and Keyboard 

 For exams or just for fun 
 

Maths and English Tuition 
 SATS / confidence building 

 Special needs 

 Ages from 5-11 years 
 

Tel: 0121 445 3523 
 

Huntleys 

Funeral Services 

Serving your community for 130 years 
 

Your local family orientated funeral directors 

of distinction, offering a traditional and caring 
service with attention to detail 

FOR 24 HOUR IMMEDIATE 

ATTENTION 

01527 892900 

    12 Feckenham Road   
Astwood Bank 

Branch also at 

58 Ipsley Street , Redditch 

01527 62106 
Providers of the Perfect Choice Funeral Plan 

 

 

 

 

Ark Cafe 
The Café will be closed over Easter and will re-open on 

THURSDAY 26 APRIL.  The Dishes of the Day will be as 
follows: 

 
April 26 Captain Noah’s Fish Pie 
May 3  Glazed Gammon 
May 10  Locally-sourced Lamb 
May 17  Oh-la-la Salmon 
May 24  Somerset Chicken 
 
All are served with seasonal vegetables and accompanied 

by homemade desserts. 
 
May 31  Diamond Jubilee Celebration 
  -Buffet and Entertainment 

Tickets for the Diamond Jubilee Celebration will be available 
towards the end of April. 

Keep Fit 
A new Keep Fit Group starts in The Ark next month. Entitled 

Lee-Ann's Cardio Work-Out With A Difference, it offers High-
Energy, Fun-Fitness Workouts with balls and resistance 
bands.  

 
Weekly sessions are on Thursdays 6-7pm in The Ark and 

cost just £4 per class. Call or email Lee-Ann on 07888841034, 
leeannsfitness@hotmail.co.uk for further details. 

Have Fun With Your  Computer 

A new 5 week course starts on the 16th April 2012 - ‘Having 
Fun With Your Computer’ at The Ark 9:30am to 11:30am. 

 
This is a course for people who have completed a 

beginners’ IT course or regularly use the Internet at home 
and now wish to learn more. The course covers creating 
posters, cards and invitations and how to organise your 
computer system. 

 
The course costs £40. More information is available from 

the NEW College Advice Centre on (01527) 570020 or e-mail 
aoakes@ne-worcs.ac.uk 
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Black Or Red 

 

 

Showroom and Workshop 
338 Alcester Road, Burcot,  

Bromsgrove B60 1BH 

Tel: (01527) 876200 
07710976744  

All Work  
is to the 
Highest 

Standard 

 
 

D SEELEY AND 

COMPANY 

 
 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND 

REGISTERED AUDITOR 

40 BEAR HILL, ALVECHURCH 

TELEPHONE 0121 445 2445 

Email: dseeley.co@btinternet.com 
 

We offer a comprehensive service 

including book-keeping, payroll, VAT, 

accounts and taxation for sole traders, 

partnerships, charities and  

limited companies  

 

Contact David or Susan Seeley to discuss 

how we can help you 

Registered to carry out Audit work by the 

Institute of Chartered Accountants in 

England & Wales   

THOMAS 

BROTHERS 

Funeral Directors 

Prepayment Plan,  

Private Chapels,  

"Woodland Burial" 
24 hour Personal Service 

 

A family-owned funeral directors 
offering a friendly, dignified service, 

paying attention to detail. 
 

Tel: 01527 547777 
494 Evesham Road 

Crabbs Cross, Redditch 
S.A.I.F. 

12A Red Lion Street 
Alvechurch   B48 7LF 

0121 445 3422 
S.A.I.F. 

Lost mansions of the Black Country were recently re-visited 
by members of Alvechurch Historical Society, writes Margaret 
Gardner, and female redheads lie in wait this month. 

 
We had a very articulate speaker at our March 

Meeting.  Mr Ian Bott came and showed us slides of The Lost 
Mansions of The Black Country.  He started by showing a map 
of the area dated 1682, which showed an area of woodlands 
and small villages with the occasional stately manor.  Then 
came the Industrial Revolution when the woodlands were 
chopped down for charcoal to fire the furnaces; factories and 
industry sprung up; and the villages became towns. The 
wealthy factory-owners built large mansions that were 
expensive to maintain.  

 
By the turn of the 20th Century many were in ruins and 

others were turned into Institutions or pulled down to make 
way for roads, factories and housing estates.  Ian showed 
numerous slides of buildings and, from memory, he told us 
the names and history of every one of them. He was 
obviously very proud of his birthplace - and rightly so. 

 
The speaker on the MONDAY 2 APRIL is Mr Michael Miles. 

His intriguing talk is entitled Ten roaring redheads: Bodacea 
to Barbara Castle. 

 
There is plenty of parking behind the Catholic Church with 

their kind permission. I look forward to seeing you then.   
 
Margaret Gardner (0121 445 1649) 

Caring For Carers 
Eileen McHugh previews the next meeting of the 

Alvechurch Village Society. 
 
The next Alvechurch Village Society evening talk on 

WEDNESDAY 25 APRIL is by Kim Terry from Worcestershire 
County Council Carers Unit. 

 

Kim will give some insight into the work of this organisation 
and the help available to carers. The venue is the Village Hall 
in Bear Hill. Doors  open at 7.30pm. All are welcome. 
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North Worcestershire Path 
A Sunday afternoon walk along the North Worcestershire 

Path to Wythall and back, under the skilful guidance of Tony 
Armond, is on offer, free of charge, to all who would like to 
explore the northern reaches of the parish. 

 

The walk, sponsored by Alvechurch Village Society, is on 
SUNDAY 1 APRIL.  It begins from The Coach and Horses pub 
car park at Weatheroak at 2.30.pm.  Walkers are asked to 
park their cars at the far end of the car park so as not to   
interfere with patron’s parking. 

 

Further details can be obtained from Tony Armond on 0121 
445 5071. 

 

Joanne Morton, who organises the yearly programme of 
walks, would be glad to hear from anyone willing to lead a 
walk in the future.  She can be contacted on 0121 445 0116. 

The Midland Sinfonia 
The April concert by the Midland Sinfonia is a Celebrity 

Chamber Music Concert on SATURDAY 21 APRIL 2012 at 
7.30.pm in St Laurence Church 
 

The soloists are David LePage and Richard Laing, (violins), 
Cathy Bower, (viola), Eduardo Vassallo and Nick Stringfellow, 
(cellos).  

 

Richard Laing is the Musical Director of the Midland Sinfo-
nia.  David LePage is the leader of the Orchestra of the Swan. 
Eduardo Vassallo is the principal cellist of the City of Birming-
ham Symphony Orchestra.  Cathy Bower is a violist in the 
CBSO and Nick Strigfellow is the principal cellist of the Or-
chestra of the Swan. 

 

Their programme consists of Tchaikovsky’s Andante Canta-
bile, Shostakovich’s String Quartet No.8 and Schubert’s String 
Quintet in C. 

 

Tickets on the door are £12. Children are free when accom-
panied by an adult. Tickets can also be purchased from The 
Village Green Grocer or by contacting  

marian@midlandsinfonia.co.uk or 0121 447 7040. Students 
and registered unemployed are £5.  For further details see 
the website www.midlandsinfonia.co.uk. 

mailto:marian@midlandsinfonia.co.uk
http://www.midlandsinfonia.co.uk/
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Palm Sunday 

Maundy Thursday 

Good Friday 

There will be crosses, woven from fronds of 
palm, distributed at all church services on 
PALM SUNDAY 1 APRIL.  The palm crosses act 
as a reminder of Jesus’ triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem on the first Palm Sunday to the 
adulation of the crowds.  But, because the 
palm leaves are woven into the shape of 
crosses, they act as a reminder that, five days 
later, the shouts of “Hosanna” had turned to 
“Crucify him!” 

 
Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy 

Week, the most important week in the 

Christian calendar.  Come and share in the 
events of Our Lord’s last days on earth.  Join in 
a Palm Sunday procession around the inside of 
the church.   

 
Be part of the Passion narrative as it is read 

at the morning services.  Receive strength to 
watch and pray with Christ during the coming 
week. 

 
There are services at 8.00.am, 9.30.am, 

11.00.am and 6.00.pm on Palm Sunday. 

At the Last Supper Jesus ate with his friends, 
he told them to remember him by sharing 
together in a meal of bread and wine. 

 
The events of that fateful night will be re-

enacted in the parish church at 7.30.pm on 
THURSDAY 5 APRIL.  Following Jesus’ example 
of washing  his disciples’ feet as a sign of 
humility and service to others, twelve 
members of the church congregation will have 
their feet washed by the priest.   

 
The meal that Jesus shared with his disciples 

will then be shared amongst his followers in 
Alvechurch today.   

 
Finally, the altar and the church fittings will 

be stripped of their coverings and left bare, to 
symbolize the desolation of Christ following his 
betrayal and arrest in the Garden of 
Gethsemane. 

 
Jesus said to his disciples, “Could you not 

watch with me one brief hour?  Watch and 
pray” 

Good Friday is the most solemn day in the 
whole year, when Christians gather at the foot 
of the cross with Christ, to keep watch with 
him as he dies as a result of mankind’s 
sinfulness, taking that sinfulness upon himself.  
It is a day to stop and ponder in awe and 
silence. 

 
There will be a meditative half-hour service 

in Alvechurch Baptist Church at 11.30.am 
followed by a Good Friday Walk to Rowney 
Green.   

 
 

Leaving the precincts of the Baptist Church 
at 12 noon, walkers will head along Swan 
Street, past Lodge Farm to the top of 
Newbourne Hill.  Stopping at the Paul Newby’s 
bench, looking down upon Alvechurch,  there 
will be a re-enactment of Christ’s crucifixion.  
This will be followed by a short meditative 
service in Rowney Green Shared Church, 
commencing at 1.15.pm.  Walkers then return 
to St Laurence Church for a concluding half-
hour service, commencing at 2.30.pm. 

 
All are welcome at any one, or all, of the 

events commemorating Good Friday. 
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Easter Eve 

Easter Day 

The Saturday before Easter is a day of 
preparation for the following day’s great 
celebrations.  The church will be open from 
9.00.am for the purpose of decorating it with 
spring flowers and lilies.   

 
If anyone would like to give a donation 

towards the cost of the Easter lilies, please 
pass it to Mrs Ann Thurrell, or place it in the 
basket on the table at the back of the church.  
If lilies are being given in memory of a 
departed loved one, please record such names 
so they can be incorporated into the prayers 
on Easter Day. 

 
Children are invited to come to the church at 

10.00.am to make an Easter Garden by 
decorating the sepulchre in the sanctuary with 
moss, rocks, flowers and the figures of Christ 
and Mary Magdalene. 

 
What to many is the most beautiful church 

service of the whole year takes place at 
7.30.pm.  It is The Easter Vigil.   

It is conducted in a darkened church, with 
the last rays of the setting sun entering the 
church through the west window.  Five 
readings tell of God’s mighty acts in the past, 
culminating in the glorious resurrection of 
Christ from the dead.   

 

The Easter Pascal Candle is lit, to signify the 
presence of the risen Christ in the world, and 
then all the lights in the church are switched 
on.  There follows the Easter Proclamation, a 
Renewal of Baptism Vows and prayers in 
preparation for Holy Communion the following 
day.  The entire service lasts half-an-hour. 

Easter Day marks the summit of the Christian 
Year!  Easter hymns abound with Alleluias.  
The story of the empty tomb and Christ’s 
triumph over death is celebrated in word, 
music and sacrament.  There are three services 
on Easter Day. 

 
At 8.00.am there is a celebration of Holy 

Communion from The Book of Common 
Prayer. 

 
At 10.30.am there is a combined main 

morning service with a special Sunday Club in 
The Ark for children.  This will be followed by 
an Easter Egg Hunt inside the church. 

 
At 6.30.pm the evening service is at 

Alvechurch Baptist Church in Red Lion Street. 
It takes the form of an Easter Songs of Praise. 

 
Easter Sunday, perhaps more than any other 

day, is a time to sing God's praises and 
acknowledge the resurrecting power of his 
love.   

 
The Easter Sunday Songs of Praise takes 

place in the church hall of the Baptist Church 
in Red Lion Street.   Please note that, during 
the refurbishment work in the chapel building, 
the ONLY approach to the hall is directly from 
the Tanyard Lane car park. 

 
A number of people from the four 

congregations are being invited to select an 
appropriate hymn and briefly explain why it is 
important to them.   

 
Come and join other Christians from the 

village as together we raise the roof in our 
'Songs of Praise'! 
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Tiny Tots Service 

 

 Breeze Through 
1b George Road 

Alvechurch 

0774 8477953 
 

- Ironing Service 

- Alterations 

- Dry cleaning 

- Duvets Washed 

- Service Washes 
 

Opening Hours 
Tue-Thurs 9am to 6.30pm 

Fri-Sat 9am to 5.00pm 

Sunday   10am to 3.00pm 

 

 

A special Easter version of the Tiny Tots Service is taking 
place on the carpet in St Laurence Church on THURSDAY 5 
APRIL at 10.15.am. Using branches of palm and plenty of 
shouting, pre-school children and their parents will relive the 
story of Easter.  If older bothers and sister, who are on holiday 
from school, wish to come along they will be made welcome.  
Please enter the church via The Ark. 

APCM 
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting is taking place in The 

Ark on TUESDAY 17 APRIL at 7.30.pm.   
 

This meeting is open to all whose names are on the Church 
Electoral Roll.  It is the meeting at which reports are given 
about the life of the church during the past year, the annual 
accounts are presented, churchwardens are elected, as are 
members of the Parochial Church Council (PCC).   

 

It is also the opportunity to flag up any issues you would like 
the PCC to address during the coming year. 

Sunday Club 
Where can young people go on a Sunday morning to be with 

their friends and do something worthwhile?  Answer: the 
Sunday Club at St Laurence Church. 

 

Every week, from 9.30.am until 10.30.am young people do 
messy things with glue and paper, glitter and felt pens, 
cardboard and tissue paper.  Sometimes there are games, 
sometimes there are puppets.  Sometimes there are songs and 
always there is a story. 

 

Young people come to the Family Service in St Laurence 
Church for the first fifteen minutes and sing action songs and 
celebrate birthdays.  Then they move into The Ark for their 
very own Sunday Club.  Each week a different pair of adults is 
in charge, and so there is lots of variety.  Children, you’ll be 
amazed at what you learn – stories you have never heard 
before. 

 

Then, at 10.30.am it’s time for drinks and biscuits with the 
adults in the large Hall.  If you haven’t used up all your energy 
by this point, you can certainly do so in the large Hall! 

 

If you would like to give it a try, come along any Sunday.  The 
Sunday Club is for all young people.  Enjoy your Sunday 
mornings!  
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Services For Holy Week And Easter 
 
PALM SUNDAY (1 April) 
  8.00.am Holy Communion 

9.30.am Family Service and Palm Crosses 
11.00.am Parish Eucharist with Congregational 
Reading of the Passion, Procession and Palm Crosses 
6.00.pm Evensong 

 
 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY (5 April) 
7.30.pm The Lord's Supper with Washing of Feet 
  and Stripping of the Altar 

 
 
 

GOOD FRIDAY (6 April) 
  11.30.am Service in Baptist Church 
  12 noon Walk to Rowney Green: The Way of the 
    Cross 
   1.15.pm Rowney Green Chapel Service 
  2.30.pm At the foot of the cross: St Laurence Church 
 
 
 

EASTER EVE (7 April) 
  9.00.am Decorating the Church with flowers for 
    Easter 
  7.30.pm Easter Vigil 
 

 
 
EASTER DAY (8 April) 
  8.00.am  Holy Communion 
  10.30.am   Family Communion & Easter Egg Hunt 
  6.30.pm Easter Praise at the Baptist Church. 
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News From The Tower 

 

The Leys Residential Home 

Old Birmingham Road 

Alvechurch B48 7TQ 

 

Offering a warm, welcoming and caring  

environment for later years. 

For further information, or to arrange 

a visit, please call 

0121 445 5587 

 James Giles  

& Sons 
A FAMILY OWNED FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

ESTABLISHED 1916 
 

Serving all communities 
with dignity and 
understanding 

 

 Private Chapel of Rest 

 Day and Night Service 

 Woodland Burial 

 Golden Charter and Help 
the Aged Funeral Plans 

 Catering and Floral 
Tributes 

 

Telephone 01527 872318 
24 Stourbridge Road 

Bromsgrove, Worcs, B61 0AE 

Geoff Franklin gives a progress report on the Bell 
Restoration Project. 

 

We've now had three months without the bells. It still feels 
very odd but we're making progress and they should be back 
in time for the Jubilee celebrations.  

Some of the ringers went down to the Whitechapel 
foundry in London to see the new bells being cast and we've 
also had news from the bell hangers.  JCB have delivered our 
new steel framework; the cast-iron frames are being built-
up; and the wheels are almost ready. When all the 
components are complete there will be a trial assembly in 
the bell-hanger’s workshop before it is stripped down and 
brought to Alvechurch. 

We've been getting on with the work here as well. The bell 
chamber is empty and clean and we're clearing the vestry by 
selling off some of the old components. The wooden beams 
have gone for architectural salvage; the headstocks, bearings 
and other fittings have gone to two other local churches as 
spares. We might have some of the wheels available for sale 
as garden decorations - but more news next month. 

Our next fund-raising event is the Table Top Sale in the Ark 
on SATURDAY 28TH APRIL. Doors open at 9:30. If you have 
any books, ornaments, tools, or any bric-a-brac in general for 
us, could you bring it up to the Ark on the day - our houses 
are overflowing. As always there will plenty of refreshments 
to keep you going. If you would like a table then please 
phone Karen on 0121 445 4980. 

People have been asking about our Easter Eggs but I'm 
afraid we won't be giving them out this year. The old tubes 
were just the right size and shape for collecting small change 
but Cadbury's have changed the design and it just wouldn't 
work. It's scarcely believable that you've given us £2316 in 
those little tubes over the past four years and we've been 
very grateful for your support. 

Finally we must thank the Parish Council and an 
anonymous villager for their recent donations. Together with 
the money from the sales of spares that's another £3,000 
towards the final cost. 



Page 15 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is rare these days to find someone who can sing 

beautifully, entertain and make people of all ages laugh. In his 
hugely popular One Man Show, Jonathan Veira has 
established a reputation for just this over the last 26 years– 
singing to millions across the UK and the rest of the World. 

 
His ability as a musical chameleon - singing songs of great 

diversity to an incredibly high standard – engages everyone.  
His anecdotal story-telling has people rocking with laughter at 
the strangest things. His easy, natural conversational style of 
sharing his faith journey combined with superb music and 
riotous anecdotes is enthralling, engaging and inspiring. He 
draws you in and before long you feel as if he is singing and 
talking just for you. 

 
An Audience with Jonathan Veira is not just a concert – it 

feels like time spent with a good friend. 
 
The concert is at The Palace Theatre in Alcester Street, 

Redditch on May 18th . Tickets are £12 each. Please contact 
the box office on 01527 65203 and book tickets as soon as 
you can. 

 
More details from Graham Clark on 0121 445 2547 or from 

www.jonathanveira.com 

 

 Garden Centre 
Opening hours 

Mon-Fri 9 to 5, Sat 10 to 4 
 

  Woodwork 

Packing / assembly 

Landscaping / maintenance 
 

Support your local cha rity which offers peop le 

with special needs the opportunity to 

experience the real world of work. 

Wellesbourne Close 
Easemore Road, Redditch 
B98 8ER 
01527 69955 

WHERE NEXT 

ASSOCIATION 

 "Rectory Cottage Bed and Breakfast" 

Old Rectory Lane,  
Alvechurch 

 

offers  
warm and welcoming accommodation, 
with super breakfasts and attractive, 

spacious bedrooms.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Celia on 

0121 445 4824, or visit our website 

www. rectorycottage-alvechurch.co.uk 

 

An Audience With JV 
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Shedding The Load 
The Local Policing Team offers the following 

practical advice and information on how to 
help protect yourself and your family. Including 
how to help safeguard your property and help 
build a safer community. This month: 
PROTECTING YOUR SHEDS AND STABLES 

 
West Mercia Police are urging local residents 

to help the Force reduce and prevent this type 
of crime by reviewing and improving garden, 
shed, allotment and stable security.  

 
Although many people take steps to protect 

their homes and the property inside them, 
they leave valuable equipment in gardens and 
insecure sheds/stables, providing easy pickings 
for opportunist thieves. Around 1500 shed 
burglaries take place every year within West 
Mercia, which highlights the importance of 
storing valuable items securely.  

 
Power tools, lawn mowers, garden tools, 

mountain bikes, golf clubs and quad bikes are 
just some examples of expensive equipment 
left in sheds that are not strong or secure 
enough to protect them from thieves. To make 
matters worse, these stolen items can then be 
used to break into your house! 

 
Effective garden security covers everything 

from boundary fences and gates to valuables 
stored inside your shed. 

 
Quick tips:  
 

 Gates, fences and walls should be kept in 

good repair. Ensure that fence panels cannot 
be lifted. 

 Grow prickly plants close to windows, 

fences, boundary walls and drainpipes. 

 Don’t leave garden tools, mowers, 

mountain bikes and power tools in an insecure 
shed; be sure to take measures to secure your 
shed effectively. 

 Don’t leave ladders and tools lying around 

in your garden – these could be used to break 
into your home. 

 Mark all your property, including garden 

tools and equipment with your name and 
postcode. Marking valuable items makes it 
more difficult for thieves to sell them on and 
helps the police return them to you if they are 
stolen and subsequently found. 

 Fit a closed shackle padlock to the door. 

Fittings should be bolted through the door and 
any screws concealed. 

 Fit grilles or mesh to the windows. 

 Make sure fences are high enough to 

make climbing them difficult. A trellis can be 
used to add additional height. 

 Where possible make sure side gates are 

positioned as close to the front of the house as 
possible. Thieves will be put off by the fact 
that they are in full view of the neighbours. 

 Consider security lighting. Well-

positioned external lighting is a great way of 
keeping intruders at bay. 

 Invest in a shed alarm. 

 Make sure large items such as bicycles, 

ride-on lawn mowers, quad bikes and off-road 
motorbikes are chained together. It is much 
more difficult for a thief to try to get away 
with a lot of large heavy items all at once. 

 Ensure gates are kept locked at all times. 

Do not leave horse tack or saddles in stables. 
 

For more information or any further advice, 
please contact your Local Policing Team.  

 
Alternatively contact CSO 6715 HYDER at 

Wythall Police Station.  You can find out who 
your LPT is by visiting our website:  

www.westmercia.police.uk/localpolicing/ 

http://www.westmercia.police.uk/localpolicing/
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Obituaries 
HILDA MARY LUCAS 
 
Hilda was born in Handsworth, Birmingham in 

1924. She was the middle one of three sisters. 
As she grew up, Hilda chose to develop her 
artistic skills by attending Moseley Art School 
where she specialised in painting and 
calligraphy. She was able to use these 
calligraphy skills in her work at Kalamazoo, and, 
indeed, continued until late in life to produce 
beautifully-crafted name places for functions 
such as ladies evenings.  

 
During the war she joined the Land Army. It 

was whilst working on a farm at Fladbury that 
she met 16 year-old Raymond Lucas. The 
couple married in 1947, and shared just short of 
66 years of happy marriage.  

 
They had two sons, Brian and Andrew, and 

spent their years as a family in Selly Oak, 
Birmingham. At one point Hilda worked in the 
canteen of Moor Green School. Hilda joined the 
Mother’s Union. She was a Ranger Group 
captain and a member of the Trefoil Guild. Girl 
Guiding led to some interesting experiences, 
especially when a guide from India made 
contact during a visit to Birmingham, thus 
beginning a longstanding association with India 
for both Hilda and Raymond that culminated in 
a memorable visit in 1984.  

 
Hilda was described by her family as a ‘Good 

Samaritan’. She could be seen setting off on her 
bike in Selly Oak to do shopping for a 
neighbour, or popping in to help a housebound 
neighbour into bed.   

 
In 1993 the family moved to Alvechurch, and 

Hilda and Ray became regular worshippers at St 
Laurence’s Church until dementia made such 
things difficult for Hilda. Raymond continued to 
care for her, often taking her on trips to 
Fladbury and the surrounding area which were 
greatly enjoyed by Hilda, whose strong 
independence remained with her until the last.  

 
A fall necessitated a brief stay in the 

Alexandra Hospital and a short illness led to her 
death at the age of 88. Her funeral at St 
Laurence Church on Wednesday 15 February 
was attended by her family, including Raymond 
and their two sons with their wives, her four 
grandchildren, and a large number of friends 
and neighbours.  Granddaughter Jenny gave a 
moving tribute to a much-loved grandmother, 
wife and mother.  

 

ALAN WILLIAM COLLINS 

His granddaughter, Danielle Collins, writes … 
 

A sports enthusiast, a much-loved family man 
and an involved member of the Alvechurch 
community for over 40 years died on 18 
February at the age of 71. 

 

Alan William Collins, was born to a family in 
Southampton. He is survived by his brother 
Patrick.    

 
When only a few months old, Alan, known as 

Bill, moved with his family to Stirchley. 
He spent his school years in Stirchley, was 

captain of the cricket team, enjoying most 
sports especially swimming, where he 
undertook a ‘lifesavers’ award. His other 
interests included music. He was taught the 
piano. He played the trumpet, and even started 
his own swing band. 

 
At the age of 18, Bill started dating a local girl, 

Carolyn - a girl he’d known most of his life. 
Bill married Carolyn on 20 June 1964 at 

Stirchley Friends Meeting House. They shared 
47 happily married years together.  

 
He was the father of David and Gemma and 

had four grandchildren. He was a very family -
orientated man. Nothing made him happier 
than spending time with those he loved.  

Bill and Carolyn attended Stirchley Friends 
Meeting House where they were both Sunday 
School teachers.  
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They later moved to Kings Norton, where 
they lived for 7 years, before finally moving to 
Alvechurch where they both became valued 
and active members of the community. 

Along with his family, Bill also loved his pets. 
He loved animals, and adored the family pets 
they had throughout the years. 

 

Through his life, Bill had many roles - working 
as a tool-setter and an engineer at Cadburys 
before retiring in 2005. 

 
He will be remembered as a sociable, funny, 

kind and caring man who would do anything 
for anybody. He leaves many fond and happy 
memories behind.  

 

 
MARGARET “PEGGY” ROSE SINFIELD 
 
A lady, who was born in the Redditch Road, 

Alvechurch and later lived in the Birmingham 
Road, died on 7 February at the age of 89. 

 
Margaret Rose Sinfield, who was known as 

Peggy, was born at 11 Redditch Road and was 
the daughter of Harold and Rose Keeling.  She 
was one of five children - Kath, the twins Jean 
and Kenneth, and Mary. 

 

In 1943 she married Edward Sinfield and they 
shared 67 years together until Eddie’s death in 
2010.  She was the mother of two sons, Paul 
and Mark, eight grandchildren – Lorna, Paul, 
Ben, Jack, Daniel, Ben, Maddison and Oliver –  
and two great-granddaughters – Olivia and 
Tessa. 

 

She worked in catering at the British Cast 
Iron Institute’s Research Establishment in the 
Holloway before moving to Abel Morrell’s 
knitting needle factory in Redditch.  
Subsequent employment included domestic 
work in the vicinity. 

 

For the first five years of married life she 
lived in the Birmingham Road, but in 1949 she 
moved to Batchley where she remained for the 

next 62 years.  She indulged her liking for Bingo 
at Zetters and Shipleys, was a member of the 
Redditch Labour Club and enjoyed holidaying 
in the Mediterranean.  Her final year was spent 
at The Hall Residential Home in Finstall where 
she was well cared-for. 

 

She will be remembered for her great inner 
strength of character.  She did not wear her 
emotions on her sleeve, but to see animals 
suffer brought tears to her eyes.  She was 
content with her life. 

 

Her funeral was held in St Laurence Church 
on Monday 20 February.  The hymns sung were 
Make me a channel of your peace and Abide 
with me.  Afterwards, her body was laid to rest, 
with that of her husband, in the churchyard.  

 

 
ELIZABETH MARY GILLETT 
 

A lady who moved into Randall Avenue in 
1960 and spent the following 52 years of her 
life in the village, died on 9 February at the age 
of 80. 

 

Elizabeth Mary Gillett, who was known as 
“Betty”, was one of seven children born into a 
family in Borsall Heath.  Only her sister Olive 
remains. 

 

In 1958 she married Charlie Gillett and they  
shared the past 58 years together.  She was the 
mother of three children – David, Stephen 
(who died in a road accident in 1982) and Sue – 
and grandmother to Simon, Amie and Ben.  Her 
family was at the centre of her life. 

 

Upon leaving school at the age of 14 she 
undertook factory work.  This included time 
with Willmott and Bredon, the car component 
manufacturers.  She later worked at the 
Alvechurch Sports and Social Club and as a 
school dinner lady at Crown Meadow School.  
She also assisted her husband at his 
watchmaker’s shop in The Square. 
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The first six years of her married life were 
spent in Hall Green, but, in 1960 she and her 
husband moved into a newly-built bungalow in 
Randall Avenue.  She quickly became part of 
the local community, joining Alvechurch 
Women’s Institute and the Tanyard Community 
Centre Social Group.  She greatly enjoyed 
holidays at Blackpool and Weston-super-Mare 
with other Alvechurch friends. 

 

She will be remembered as a loving, generous 
and dependable person, who, once she became 
a friend was a friend for life. 

 

Her funeral service took place in St Laurence 
Church on Friday 24 February.  The hymns sung 
were All things bright and beautiful and The old 
rugged cross.  Following cremation at Redditch 
her remains were later buried with those of her 
son, Stephen, in the churchyard. 

 
 
PETER JAMES RIPPINGTON 
 

The whole community was stunned at the 
death of a much-loved and respected school 
teacher in the school coach crash in northern 
France during the February Half Term. 

 

Peter James Rippington was born in 
Alvechurch in 1952 and was one of three 
children.  He is survived by his mother, Lorna, 
his brother, Paul, and his sister, Liz. 

 

After attending the Abbey High School in 
Redditch he went to Sunderland Polytechnic to 
train as a teacher. 

 

In 1984 he married Sharon with whom he 
has shared the past 28 years.  He was the 
father of Amy and Max and immensely proud 
of his family. 

 

His first teaching post was at Dingleside 
Middle School in Redditch.  Then he moved to 
Alvechurch CE Middle School where he taught 
for the next thirty-one years.  He was Head of 
Boys PE and Games and later Head of Maths 
and a member of the school senior 

management team.  He organised countless 
extra-curricular activities and his annual skiing 
trips were the highlight of many pupils’ school 
days.  He had announced his intention to retire 
at the end of the spring term. 

 

Unlike many teachers, who prefer to keep 
their working life and their private life 
separate, he enjoyed living amongst those 
whom he taught and those who knew him.  His 
first home was in George Road.  Then, in 1987 
he moved to Callow Hill Road.  He refereed in 
six football leagues, was a member of Kings 
Norton Golf Club, a life-long supporter of 
Aston Villa FC and was renowned for his “Rip’s 
Trips”. 

 

It would be hard to find a more selfless man.  
He was kind, loving and polite at all times.  He 
loved people and his sociable nature and 
“Rip’s Yarns” endeared him to generations of 
parishioners. 

 

His funeral was held in St Laurence Church 
on Friday 2 March.  It was attended by an 
estimated 700 people with a further 300 
watching the service relayed to a screen at the 
school.  The hymns sung were I vow to thee my 
country, Guide me O Thou great Redeemer, 
Dear Lord and Father of mankind and The Old 
rugged cross. Six friends and colleagues spoke 
tributes, including his two children. 

 

After the service in church, committal 
followed at Redditch Crematorium. 

 

 
HAROLD RONALD VICTOR MELVYN LENEY 
 

A man who lived in Buckleys Green and 
Withybed Close during the last years of his life, 
died on 24 February at the age of 67. 

 
Harold Ronald Victor Melvyn Leney, who was 

known as “Ron”, was one of four children born 
into a family in Selly Oak.  He is survived by his 
sisters, Carol and Angela, and his brother, 
Stephen. 
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After attending King Edward School Camp 
Hill he sailed on the Pendennis Castle to South 
Africa, landing at Capetown before making his 
way to Johannesburg. 

 
Whilst there he met his wife to be, Valerie, 

and they married in 1966.  He was the father 
of Bella, Jane, Stuart (who predeceased him) 
and Penelope.  He had six grandchildren – 
Rees, Chelsea, Karl, Mia, Amber and Kyle – 
and one great-grandson – Zavier. 

 
Upon returning to England in 1977 he 

became Sales and Marketing Director of the 
Liverpool-based company Cartons and Cases. 

 
He lived in Liverpool for many years, being a 

member of the West Lancs Links Golf Club. 
Then he moved to Lickey, followed by 
Buckleys Green, before spending the last two 
years of his life in Withybed Close. 

 
He will be remembered as a generous, big-

hearted man who came through hard times 
and endured poor health for the last two 
years of his life. 

 
His funeral was held in St Laurence Church 

on Monday 5 March.  His daughter, Jane, 
spoke a tribute and the hymns sung were 
Make me a channel of your peace and You 
shall go out with joy.  Cremation followed at 
Redditch Crematorium. 

 
 
 

GEORGE HENRY HIGGITT 
 
A man who lived in Withybed Lane for fifty 

years and notched up fifty years service with 
the same company, died on 26 February at 
the age of 85. 

 
George Henry Higgitt was one of nine 

children born into a family in Oldbury in the 
West Midlands.  He is survived by his 

brothers, Sam, Jack and Eric and his sister, 
Lillian. 

 
In 1948 he married Betty, whom he had met 

at school.  They shared 62 years together until 
her death in 2010.  They had one daughter, 
Jenny. 

 
He served in the army for three years at the 

end of the Second World War.  He visited 
India, Burma and Singapore. 

 
In 1940 he commenced employment at High 

Duty Alloys in Redditch and he remained with 
the company for fifty years.  He was the first 
employee to achieve this length of service.  He 
subsequently worked as a gardener in Barnt 
Green. 

 
Having lived in Batchley and Greenlands 

Avenue, Redditch, he moved into Withybed 
Lane in 1960.  He was a member of the 
Working Men’s Club and enjoyed a flutter on 
the horses and football pools.  He also 
enjoyed gardening. 

 
In 2010, when he needed full-time care, he 

moved to Bluebrook Residential Home where 
he spent the last eighteen months of his life. 

 
He will be remembered as a kind and 

generous person, who was cheerful and 
gentle and who acted as a good neighbour to 
others. 

 
His funeral was held in St Laurence Church 

on Friday 9 March and the hymns sung were 
All people that on earth do dwell and The old 
rugged cross. Afterwards his body was laid to 
rest in the churchyard. 
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ROBERT LESLIE HUNT 
 
A man who moved into Warbank Close over 

fifty years ago and was a keen member of 
Alvechurch Cricket Club, died on 2 March at 
the age of 83. 

 
Robert Leslie Hunt was an only child born at 

Borsall Heath.  After attending Redditch High 
School, where he was a house captain, prefect 
and a member of the First Football Team, he 
went to Birmingham University to study 
languages.  National Service intervened and 
there followed two years with the RAF at 
Gloucester. 

 
Returning to Civvy Street, he became a Civil 

Servant working for HM Customs and Excise 
and specialising in purchase tax and VAT.  He 
loved his job and travelled widely to places as 
far afield as Scotland and London.  He 
eventually became Assistant Collector of 
Taxes at Dudley. 

 
He married his wife, Ruth, in 1953 and they 

shared 54 years together before her death in 
2007.  He cared for his wife for 26 years 
following a stroke she sustained.  He was the 
father of two children – Judith and Alan – 
grandfather to three – Holly, Jessamy and Sam 
– and great-grandfather to Meadow.  He was 
very much a family-orientated man and loved 
nothing better than large family get-
togethers. 

 
In 1960 he moved into Warbank Close.  He 

joined Alvechurch Cricket Club, became 2nd 
Team Captain and served on the committee. 
He continued playing for Alvechurch until he 
reached the age of 50.  There then followed a 
succession of home moves.   

 
In 1964 he moved to Selly Oak; in 1971 to 

Kings Norton; in 1986 to Blackwell, before 
finally returning to Bear Hill Drive, Alvechurch 
in 2006.  Back in Alvechurch he threw himself 

into village activities.  He was a member of 
The Pudding Club, the Film Society, the Ex-
Services Association and a local Creative 
Writing Group.  He patronised The Ark Café 
each week and acted as the parish church 
Independent Examiner of Accounts. 

 
His passion for sport lasted all his life.  He 

was a season ticket holder for Warwickshire 
County Cricket Club and Birmingham City 
Football Club. 

 
He will be remembered as a very loyal, 

dependable, punctual and principled man.  He 
said at the end of his life, “I’ve had a great 
life”. 

 
His funeral was held at Redditch 

Crematorium on Friday 16 March at exactly 
the same time as the Cheltenham Gold Cup 
was being run – something that would have 
pleased him greatly, as it was an event he 
regularly patronised.   

 
The hymns sung were Guide me O Thou 

great Redeemer and Lord of all hopefulness.  
Afterwards, a reception was held at 
Alvechurch Cricket Club. 
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From the Registers 

Funerals and Cremations 

May they rest in the peace of Christ 
 
February 15 Hilda Mary Lucas   aged 87 
February 20 Margaret Rose Sinfield  aged 89 
February 24 Elizabeth Mary Gillett  aged 80 
March 2 Peter James Rippington  aged 59 
March 5 Alan William Collins  aged 71 
March 5 Harold Ronald Victor Melvyn Leney aged 67 
March 9 George Henry Higgitt  aged 85 
March 16 Robert Leslie Hunt   aged 83 

Flowers 

Mrs Ann Thurrell writes … 
 

I am looking forward to Easter and the joy of seeing flowers in church again.   
Donations can still be made for the Easter Lilies together with the names of loved ones to be 

remembered on Easter Day.   
 

I would appreciate some help on SATURDAY 7 APRIL when I will be in church from 9am to begin 
the decorating.  We especially need our young children to come and help make the Easter 
Garden to show to the grown-ups at the Easter Day services. Please let me know if you can come 
along. (Tel: 0121 447 7668).  I usually have ‘treats’ to share with the helpers during the morning! 

Rota for April 2012     

 1
st

 April 8
th

 April 15
th

 April 22
nd

 April 29
th

 April 

Sanctuary PALM 
SUNDAY 

EASTER 
DAY 

   

Lady Chapel PALM 
SUNDAY 

EASTER 
DAY 

   

 

Baptisms 
We welcome you into the Lord’s family 
 
February 26 Oliver Thomas Arch  Weatheroak 
  Eva Sophia Grove  Tanyard Lane 
 
 

Photographs of the newly-baptized can be found on the church website 
www.alvechurch-stlaurence.org] 
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Rector Revd David Martin, The Rectory, School Lane 445 1087 

       davidmartin@lynkserve.net 
Licensed Lay Ministers Mr Dick Russell, 2 Gothic Cottages, Radford Rd 445 3083 

  Ms Sue Philips Withybed Green 445 3620 
Authorised Lay Ministers Mrs Helena Allen,  117 Birmingham road 445 5605 

 Mr Phil Burgess Highlands, School Lane, 447 7468 

 Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 

 Ms Gloria Wilson, 11 Bear Hill Drive 445 1854 

 Mrs Philippa Brakes, 56 Callow hill Road 445 3983 
 Mrs Lynne Clark, The Coach House, School Lane 445 2547 
 Mrs Jayne Burgess, Highlands, School Lane 447 7468 
 Mrs Annette Thomas 8 Snake Lane 445 5180 

Churchwardens Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane. 445 2547 

 Mr Mick Fletcher , 52 Callow Hill Road 445 6431 

Deputy Wardens Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road,   01527 64077 
 Mr Andy Humphries, Sunnymead, Station Road 445 5955 

  Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane 445 3569 
  Mrs Alison Smith, 12 Hollington Road 447 7293 

PCC Secretary Mrs Enid Brumsen 32 Callow Hill Road 445 0663  
PCC Treasurer Mr Bob Dale Weatheroak Farm 01564 822486 

Organist & Choirmaster Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane 445 3569 

Electoral Roll Officer Mr Jeremy Roberts, 7 Redditch Road, Hopwood 445 2041 
Tower Captain Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road 01527 64077 
Singing Group Mrs Lynda Wolstencroft  49 Hinton Avenue Tel:  445 3212 

Mum’s the Word Mrs Bib Paterson, 57 Birmingham Road 07876390154  
Flower Co-ordinator Mrs Ann Thurrell, Top Barn, Scarfield Hill 447 7668 

Women’s Fellowship Mrs Jill Woolley, 111 Birmingham Road 445 2125 
Ark Booking Secretary ) Mr Ian Price, the Ark School Lane, 447 7955 

& Grapevine advertising  )      thearkalvechurch@yahoo.co.uk 

Grapevine Editor Revd David Martin, The Rectory, School Lane 445 1087 
      davidmartin@lynkserve.net 

Finance and Standing Committee  Development  

David Martin Graham Clark Alison Smith Jeremy Roberts 
Mike Fletcher Alison Smith Margaret Haste  

Bob Dale Jeremy Roberts    

Children and Youth   Churchyard  
Martin Allen Mike Fletcher Bob Dale Andy Humphries 
Marion Thompson Pat Booth   
  Peru and Missionary 

Buildings and Fabric  Sue Phillips Dick Russell 
Mick Fletcher Colin Bennett Sue Brotherton Margaret Haste 

David Richmond Jill Woolley Worship   
 Barbara Scane Martin Allen 
  Graham Clark Enid Brumsen 

  David Richmond   

PCC Special Responsibilities 

Who’s who 
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Calendar 

APRIL 
 

 
 
 
Sunday 1 Palm Sunday Services at 8.00.am, 9.30.am, 11.00.am and 6.00.pm 
  2.30.pm Footpath Walk from Coach & Horses, Weatheroak 
 
Monday 2 7.45.pm Historical Society: Ten Roaring Redheads 
 
Tuesday 3  Church Electoral Roll closes 
 
Thursday 5 10.15.am Tiny Tots Service  
  7.30.pm Maundy Thursday Service 
 
Friday 6 12 noon Good Friday Walk of Witness to Rowney Green  
  2.30.pm  At the foot of the cross – St Laurence Church 
 
Saturday 7 7.30.pm Easter Vigil 
 
Sunday 8 8.00.am & 10.30.am   Easter Day Services – St Laurence Church 
  6.30.pm Easter Songs of Praise – Baptist Church 
 
Thursday 12 7.45.pm Rowney Green Horticultural Society – Peace Hall 
 
Tuesday 17 7.30.pm Annual Parochial Church Meeting – The Ark 
 
Wednesday 18 10.30.am Can You Hear Me? – Tanyard Lane Centre 
 
Saturday 21 7.30.pm Midland Sinfonia Concert – St Laurence Church 
 
Monday 23 7.00.pm and 8.00.pm Confirmation Exploratory Meetings 
 
Wednesday 25 7.30.pm Village Society talk on Caring for the Carers 
 
Thursday 26 12.15.pm Ark Café Re-opens 
 
Saturday 28 9.30.am Bellringers Table Top Sale – The Ark  
 

 

HARLEQUIN PRINT LTD, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Park, Birmingham, B30 3HZ. 
Tel: 0121 459 3454  FAX: 0121 458 3089  Email: sales@harlequinprint.co.uk 


