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St Laurence Church Alvechurch 
 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

8.00am Holy Communion 
Book of Common Prayer Communion Service, will take place on the 2nd and 4th  

Sundays of the month. On the other Sundays there will be an 8.00am Book of Common 
Prayer Communion Service at St Leonard’s in Beoley 

9.30am Family Service 
with Holy Communion on the 1st Sunday 

and Baptisms on the 4th Sunday 
11.15am Parish Eucharist 

6.00pm Evensong 
On the 4th Sunday of the month at 6pm there will be Sacred Space, a quieter more 

reflective space for worship  
 

On the 2nd Sunday of the month (4th in January), there will be a United Service 
(Churches Together in Alvechurch and Rowney Green), rotating between Alvechurch 
Baptist Church, St Mary's Roman Catholic Church, Rowney Green Shared Church and 

ourselves 
 

At Rowney Green Shared Church 
9.30am Methodist/Anglican Service 

 
DAILY SERVICE 

9.00am Monday to Friday in St Laurence Church 
 

ORGANISATIONS 
 

Sunday Club - Sundays during term time 9.30am Church & Ark  
 

Choir - Thursdays at 7.45pm in Church (445 3569) 
 

Bellringers - Sundays at 10.45am 
Tuesday Practice at 7.30pm (01527 64077) 

 
 

Ark Tots and Toddlers (Mum’s the Word) - Thursdays 9.30am to 11.10am in The Ark 
Tiny Tots Service - 10.45am 4th Thursday of the month (sarah100work@gmail.com)  

 

Ark Cafe  - Thursdays during term time at 12.15pm (447 7017) 
 

Home Group - Thursdays 7.30pm at the Coach House (445 2547) 
 

THE ARK 
Enquiries to Ian Price 0121 447 7955 

 

 
Registered as a Charity in England and Wales: Charity Number 1131783 
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 Sue Phillips Wardle writes...  
One of the joys of travel 
is the way it exposes us 
to different cultures, the 
different ways people 

who have been brought up in an environ-
ment different from one’s own, behave in 
life situations that are common to us all. 

I’ve recently had the privilege of spending 
time in a village community in Bulgaria. I 
don’t speak the language, nor am I able to 
read the Cyrillic script, but the language  
barrier didn’t prevent me from understand-
ing that these gentle people, with their   
simple way of life, were welcoming me to 
their mountain village with warmth and  
generosity of spirit. What was utterly confus-
ing, however, was that when saying ‘yes’ 
they shake their head from side to side, and 
when saying ‘no’ they nod! 

As we walked through the woods and drove 
round country lanes I was intrigued by the 
abundance of springs; water flowing from a 
pipe, or a simple tap by the roadside, some 
with tin mug chained to a nearby rock, some 
with an old coffee mug perched on a post, 
water freely available to anyone who passed 
by. A closer look often revealed an inscrip-
tion or a laminated photograph of a person 
with a (to me unreadable) tribute to a     
deceased family member. What a way to 
celebrate a lost loved one; to offer refresh-
ment to all who pass by, whether they be a 
stranger or a neighbour. 

I found this aspect of Bulgarian culture very 
moving and was reminded of the equally 
moving account of the history of charnel 
houses written by Denise Inge, the late wife 
of the Bishop of Worcester (A Tour of Bones, 
2014, ISBN9781472913074). Briefly a charnel 
house is a storehouse for human bones used 

in various cultures as a way of honouring 
past lives, and in a way life itself. Pondering 
over why I should be so moved I concluded 
that it’s the way these cultural practices  
convey respect for human life. Respect for 
family, for the neighbour and for the 
stranger that stands in contrast to much of 
what we experience in our society today. 
Whilst we were away one of our grandsons 
witnessed a stabbing involving two 15 year 
old boys, his younger brother’s classmates 
…. a shocking statement of how life can be 
treated as so cheap, and such a contrast to 
the peaceable way of life we were sharing. 

Respect for others, the value of each human 
being, is so much part of our Christian herit-
age. I am reminded of how a woman of low 
repute shared water with a stranger and 
learned about God’s love, and his promise of 
a different kind of water. The stranger was 
Jesus, the woman a member of a despised 
minority group with a shady past, and it was 
during this encounter that Jesus told her of 
the water of life that he gives to all who, 
irrespective of background, past failures, or 
current prejudice, call on him and receive his 
love and understanding. In the gospel of 
John chapter 4 Jesus tells the Samaritan 
woman at the well of the ‘water that I give, a 
well of water that will become in you a 
spring of water welling up to eternal life’. 

Some of us have grown up with ready access 
to this water of life, as handy to us as a the 
kitchen tap, but others of us reach a point on 
our journey through the woods when we’re 
thirsty and are looking for a new and       
refreshing way forward in life. Jesus says his 
love is there, accessible to all. Would that 
everyone who is world weary would know 
the refreshing effect of the love of God, 
available and free to stranger and neighbour. 
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Showroom and Workshop 
338 Alcester Road, Burcot,  

Bromsgrove B60 1BH 

Tel: (01527) 876200  
07710976744  

All Work  
is to the 
Highest 

Standard 

Rowney Green  
Horticultural Society  
Lindsay Smith writes… 
 
On Saturday, 31st August 2019 the Society will hold its 
77th Annual Flower & Produce Show at The Village Hall, 
Rowney Green. The general public will be able to view 
the wonderful entries from 3.00pm onwards and at 
4.00pm the prizes will be presented by Satnam Rana, 
BBC TV Arts & Culture Correspondent. Two new classes 
have been added to this years Main Show Schedule - 
Home made wine and Honey. We would love to see 
some entries in these new classes. Should you wish to 
make an entry you will find the Entry Form on our  
website - www.rowneygreenhorticulture.co.uk.  
 
All entries will be received at The Village Hall on the  
preceding Thursday evening from 7.00pm until 8.00pm. 
Schedules are available from Alvechurch Post Office, 
Alvechurch Library and Oasis, the florist in Barnt Green.  
 
For any further information please so not hesitate to 
contact Lindsay Smith on 01527 592874. 
 

 
Summer Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are looking for some summer holiday reading, and 
are interested in an emotional and spiritual health 
check, you may be interested in one of two books by 
Peter Scazzero: the longer version is “Emotionally 
Healthy Spirituality”(£7.99 on Amazon) and the shorter 
version is “How Healthy Is Your Spirituality?”(£3.99 on 
Amazon).”  
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Alvechurch WI 
Pam Horsfield writes… 
 
 
We had a very interesting recent meeting, which was 
cheerful and enlightening.  
 
Several members had birthdays to celebrate; Jean Collins 
gave a very interesting report on the national meeting 
held in Bournemouth and Sheila Dickinson is encouraging 
members to enter the craft competitions which will be 
held later in the year at the Worcestershire annual 
meeting in Malvern. Our new colourful programme cards 
are available for anyone who would like to see our 2019 -
2020 events. 
 
Christine reminded members that the August meeting will 
be held in Alvechurch Cricket Club as usual when we have 
an informal get together at our Natter Night with a vast 
cost of £4 towards our supper! 
 
Our speaker, Kevin Hateley, is the fund raising coordinator 
for New College Worcester where 67 pupils, age ranging 
from 11-19 who are mostly term boarders, are educated 
towards independent living. He brought various 
spectacles which we could try so that we could try to 
understand the difficulties felt by those who have a 
variety of sight problems. 40% of the students at the 
college were born blind, others lost their vision due to 
accidents, genetic problems or other reasons. All need to 
learn how to live independently as adults. New College 
encourages this by teaching academic achievements in 
main core subjects and the arts. Pupils learn how to shop 
on their own, cook in a typical home situation and enjoy 
life.  
 
Bee Strachan helped demonstrate the difficulties of 
walking using the white stick and Denise Cashmore gave 
the vote of thanks. 

 
 

  "Rectory Cottage Bed and Breakfast" 

Old Rectory Lane,  
Alvechurch 

 

offers  
warm and welcoming accommodation, 
with super breakfasts and attractive, 

spacious bedrooms.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Celia on 

0121 445 4824, or visit our website 

www. rectorycottage-alvechurch.co.uk 
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Kathryn Collinson 
BA Hons, BEd Hons, ALCM 

 
Lessons 

from 
20 minutes 

to 
1 hour 

 
 
Music tuition – All Styles 
 Classical, Bass and Electric Guitar 

 Piano and Keyboard 

 For exams or just for fun 
 

Maths and English Tuition 
 SATS / confidence building 

 Special needs 

 Ages from 5-11 years 
 

Tel: 0121 445 3523 
 

ADVERTISE HERE 
 

Just £150 for 12 months. 

Other options available. 
Reach readers in  

Alvechurch, Rowney Green, 
and surrounding areas. 

 

For more details contact Ian 

Price on 0121 447 7955 or email -  

thearkalvechurch@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 

Hillside at Alvechurch WI 

Linda Helmore writes … 
 
On Wednesday 3rd July the members of Hillside at  
Alvechurch W.I. were entertained for the evening by  
singer Maggie Farmer who gave an excellent overview of 
Country music and songs through the years and also  
singing many well known songs some of which we could 
join in with such as Country Roads. It was a thoroughly 
enjoyable and fun evening followed by tea and cakes 
made by some of our W.I. members. 
 
On August 7th 
Our next meeting will be a quiz night followed by a light 
ploughman’s supper with plenty time for socialising and 
chatting. A good chance for any new members to get to 
know people.  
 
We are a small and friendly group and welcome new 
members. Our meetings are always held on the first 
Wednesday of each month at the Ark. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Prayers 
 
 

Prayers will be said in August at 
St Laurence Church for the  
residents of the following roads: 

 

 
 
 4 August – School Lane 
 

11 August – Smedley Crooke Place 
 

18 August – Snake Lane 
 

25 August – St Laurence Close 
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 The Ark Cafe 
 
 
The Cafe will be open each Thursday on August for our 
usual Summer Menu of Salads and Cold Desserts. 
 
We are then closed on Thursday 5th September then 
reopen on Thursday, 12th September with our usual hot 
lunch menu. We look forward to your continues support. 

 

The Funny Side 
 

Real Church Bulletin Notices! 
 

We are grateful for the help of those who cleaned up 
the grounds around the church building and the rector.  
 
Don’t miss this Saturday’s exhibit by  
Christian Martian Arts.  
 
Barbara remains in the hospital and needs blood donors 
for more transfusions. She is also having trouble sleep-
ing and requests tapes of Pastor Nelson’s sermons.  
 

The school drama group will be presenting  
Shakespeare’s Hamlet in the church basement on Friday 
at 7pm. The congregation is invited to attend this  
tragedy.  
 

The church will host an evening of fine dining, superb 
entertainment, and gracious hostility.  
 
Diana and Don request your presents  
at their wedding.  
 
The audience is asked to remain seated until the end of 
the recession.  
 

Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our 
church and community.  
 

Women’s Luncheon: Each member bring a sandwich. 
Polly Phillips will give the medication.  
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Rachel Matthews, Premier 
Christian Radio Central England 
 
 
 
Do you listen to Premier 
Christian Radio? Do you 
have a story to tell? 
 
 
 
 
Rachel Matthews is Premier Christian Radio's Central England 
correspondent and loves meeting people from across the area 
with a shared love for God and having the opportunity to share 
their stories. 
 
Rachel's background includes researching and producing    
programmes for BBC Radio 4, working for the national Fresh 
Expressions team and pioneering children and family's ministry 
within the Methodist church - whilst at the same time bringing 
up two children with her husband Simon! 
 
Working for Premier feels both a privilege and a blessing for 
Rachel, as God has crafted all of these experiences together 
and allowed her the space to share more of what He is doing in 
the West Midlands with a wider audience. 
 
Rachel said: "I'm blessed and honoured to share stories of 
where God is at work in the Midlands and hear testimonies 
from those whose lives have been touched by Jesus' love. I love 
talking to people, so to be given this job feels like a gift from 
heaven as I learn more and more daily, about God's enduring 
love for us and the transformative power of the cross. God 
blows me away on a daily basis!" 
 
Premier's mission is to enable people to put their faith at the 
heart of daily life and to bring Christ to their communities. 
“I hope by sharing stories from across our area I'm encouraging 
people in their own journey whilst also inspiring others,”     
Rachel continued. 
 
Find out more about Premier’s mission on their website: 
www.premier.org.uk/Across-the-UK/The-Midlands, or get in 
touch directly by email: rachel.matthews@premier.org.uk 
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  James Giles  

& Sons 
A FAMILY OWNED FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

ESTABLISHED 1916 
 

Serving all communities 
with dignity and 
understanding 

 

 Private Chapel of Rest 

 Day and Night Service 

 Woodland Burial 

 Golden Charter and Help 
the Aged Funeral Plans 

 Catering and Floral 
Tributes 

 

Telephone 01527 872318 
24 Stourbridge Road 

Bromsgrove, Worcs, B61 0AE 

Alvechurch Historical Society 

Hilary Taylor writes… 
 

Summer events 
We are taking a break from evening meetings over the 
summer, but there are several other events instead. 
 
Wednesday 7th August  
Members’ coach trip to Dudmaston Hall, a National Trust 
property. 
 
Tuesday 27th August  
AHS annual hut clean, 10am. 
 
Saturdays 7th & 14th September   
AHS Open Days 
This year, as well as a display from our collection of old 
photographs the theme will be “The Stained Glass of St 
Laurence Church”. Recent restoration work in the church 
has made the windows weather proof and the stained 
glass clearer and brighter. At our hut there will be  
illustrations of the work as it progressed, and there will 
be guided tours in the church. Look out for more details 
in the next edition of The Grapevine. 
  
Autumn approaches 
At the first meeting of our next season, on Monday 2nd 
September, we will welcome speaker Diana Clutterbuck. 
Her talk, which has been postponed from June, will be 
about “The Surprising MacDonald Sisters”.  The  
MacDonald’s had local connections in Birmingham,  
Wolverhampton and The Potteries.  Four of their  
daughters were talented women who married ambitious 
men. Come along to find out about the well-known  
writers, artists, politicians and industrialists connected to 
this remarkable Victorian family. 
 
If you need any more information, please contact our 
chairman, Anne Humphries on 0121 445 5955. Our 
meetings are held on the first Monday of the month, at 
7.45pm, in the museum hut on School Lane. Parking is 
available behind the Catholic Church, with their kind 
permission. 
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Kids Corner 
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Letter from Archdeacon  

of Worcester 

View from the train 

I am writing this travelling on a train back 

from the Kirchentag church convention in 

Germany. The Kirchentag meets every other 

year in a different city in Germany and has 

done so since 1949. It is an amazing      

Christian event, drawing in 100,000 people 

from all over Germany, Europe and around 

the world. Every day there are Bible studies, 

lectures and discussions, surrounded by a 

whole host of organised and impromptu 

concerts and street theatre. There is a    

carnival atmosphere with much laughter 

and fun as people both young and old meet 

up, finding old friends and making new. 

There is a serious side. The Kirchentag   

started as a lay movement, coming to terms 

with what happened during the Second 

World War. Since then it has always en-

gaged with the issues affecting society, and 

is all about how to live as Christians. The 

top politicians attend and you might even 

find a member of the government leading a 

Bible study. 

I was involved in two particular acts of   

worship. The first was the Meissen          

Eucharist, celebrating the partnership    

between the Church of England and the 

German Protestant Church, which is       

expressed in the links we have with       

Magdeburg. The second was a service 

around the theme of Brexit, which concerns 

our German brothers and sisters as much as 

it does us. I preached a sermon in dialogue 

with a French pastor, in which we affirmed 

the bonds of affection between us, our  

unity in Christ trumping political           

differences. 

So my train journey continues. We’ve just 

crossed the border from Germany into   

Belgium. There is no sign, but you see the 

difference in the look of the buildings and 

the different road signs. It occurs to me that 

the Belgians are not any the less Belgian 

because of the European Union, nor the 

Germans less German. They do not lose 

their national identity. And as I reflect on 

the experience of the Kirchentag, it is clear 

to me that our identity as Christians comes 

before everything else as well. 

The Kirchentag reminded me once again 

that this identity is expressed above all in 

how we live out the love of God in the 

world, wherever we happen to be. We take 

the world seriously because God does -  

indeed He made it! In these troubled times 

perhaps we need to be even more aware of 

that, courageous enough to speak truth to 

power, and hopeful enough to build up the 

bonds of affection between people and 

nations. 

And now we’ve reached Brussels. It still 

amazes me that I’ll get on another train 

here that will take me right through to   

London. Thankfully it is not only bonds of 

affection that will keep us connected; we 

always will be part of Europe. 

 

 

 

                   

                   Archdeacon Robert Jones 
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Flowers for AUGUST 

August is an especially difficult month with so many of us on holiday but I would really 
appreciate some help this month.   

Ann Thurrell 0121 447 7668 or annthurrell@hotmail.co.uk 

From The Registers 

Funerals and Cremations 
May they rest in the peace of Christ 

 
26 June Ted Hancocks 
8 July  Joyce Rose Teague 

  4 August 11 August 18 August 25 August 

Sanctuary Wedding Jill Woolley   

Lady Chapel Wedding Jill Woolley   

In memory of Amy Martin & 
Dominic Jon 
Simpson 

Remembering 
Ron on her  
wedding  
anniversary 

  

Obituary 
 

Dennis Mould  
7th May 1941 - 10th May 2019    
 

Dennis Mould, much loved husband of  
Norma and father of Simon, died on 10th 
May after a long and dignified battle with 
cancer.  
 

His funeral was held at St Laurence’s church 
on the 4th June. Simon gave a moving    
tribute to his father and one of Dennis’s  

many friends from his years in the motor 
trade gave an amusing insight into his long 
career in the industry.  
 

The packed church sang ‘Praise my soul The 
King of Heaven’ and ‘Abide with me’.  
 

The service was led by ‘s Sue Phillips Wardle 
and concluded with organist David         
Richmond’s interpretation of Il Divo on the 
piano.  
 

Dennis will be greatly missed by all who 
knew him. 

mailto:annthurrell@hotmail.co.uk
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Rector  Revd Richard Bubbers, Rector, School Lane, 445 1087 

  stlaurencealvechurch@yahoo.co.uk 
Licensed Lay Ministers Mr Dick Russell, 2 Gothic Cottages, Radford Rd, 445 3083 

  Mrs Sue Phillips Wardle, 55 Birmingham Road, 445 0505 
 Mrs Helen Ayling, “Tarncroft”, Hewell Lane, Vigo, 445 6176  

Authorised Lay Ministers Mrs Helena Allen 

 Mr Martin Allen, 445 5605 

 Mrs Philippa Brakes, 56 Callow Hill Road, 445 3983 

 Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 

 Mr Michael Fletcher, 13 Red Lion Street, 447 8451 

 Mrs Annette Thomas, 8 Snake Lane, 445 5180 

Churchwardens Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 

 Mr Mick Fletcher, 13 Red Lion Street, 447 8451 

Deputy Wardens Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road, 01527 64077 

  Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane, 445 3569 
  Mrs Alison Smith, 12 Hollington Road, 447 7293 
 Mrs Janet Wright, 28 Callow Hill Road, Alvechurch, B48 7LP 
 Mr Andy Notley, 445 5653  
 Mr Roger Wardle, 55 Birmingham Road, 445 0505 

PCC Secretary Mrs Lysandra Notley, lysnotley@icloud.com, 07989327043  
Parish Safeguarding Officer Mrs Sue Lambert, 7 Cygnet Close, B48 7PX, 07769110608 

PCC Treasurer Mrs Janet Wright, 28 Callow Hill Road, Alvechurch, B48 7LP 

Organist & Choirmaster Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane, 445 3569 
Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Janet Wright, 28 Callow Hill Road, 445 4335 

Tower Captain Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road, 01527 64077 
Singing Group Mrs Lynda Wolstencroft, 49 Hinton Avenue, 445 3212 

               Ark Tots & Toddlers Mrs Sarah Linton, sarah100work@gmail.com 
Flower Co-ordinator Mrs Ann Thurrell, Top Barn, Scarfield Hill, 447 7668 

Ark Bookings Secretary Mr Ian Price, The Ark, School Lane, 447 7955 

& Grapevine Editor      thearkalvechurch@yahoo.co.uk 

Finance and  
Standing Committee   

 

Buildings, Fabric and Churchyard for 
Mission Committee   

Richard Bubbers Mick Fletcher Bob Dale  Colin Bennett  

Graham Clark Alison Smith  Graham Clark         Peter Freeman  

Bob Dale   Janet Wright  Mick Fletcher           Andy Humphries  

Peter Freeman   Janet Wright           Alison Smith  

    

Missionary Committee Children and Youth  Committee 
Martin Allen Mick Fletcher Sue Phillips Wardle Dick Russell 

Thomas Birchall Lynne Clark Gordon Parsons Margaret Haste 

Kate Birchall  Sarah Linton  Sally Bubbers Sue Lambert 

PCC Special Responsibilities 

Who’s who 



Page 16 

Calendar for AUGUST 

 

 
 
 
 
Thursday 1            12.15pm Ark cafe: Summer Salads and Cold Desserts 
 
Wednesday 7 7.30pm Hillside WI: Quiz & light ploughman’s supper: The Ark 
 
Thursday 8            12.15pm Ark cafe: Summer Salads and Cold Desserts 
 
Wednesday 14      September Grapevine goes to press articles to -  
   thearkalvechurch@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Thursday 15         12.15pm Ark cafe: Summer Salads and Cold Desserts 
  
Thursday 22         12.15pm Ark cafe: Summer Salads and Cold Desserts 
  
Thursday 29         12.15pm Ark cafe: Summer Salads and Cold Desserts 
 
Saturday 31           3.00pm Rowney Green Horticultural Society: 77th Annual Flower & 
   Produce Show: Rowney Green Village Hall 
  

No Ark Tots and Toddlers (Mums The Word) during August 
Restarts on Thursday 5th September 

POSITIVE PRINT, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Centre, Birmingham, B30 3HZ 

ADVANCED NOTICE 
 

Great news if you are looking for something exciting, fun and creative to do! 
 

NEW ART CLASSES in The Ark, starting soon. 
 

Absolute beginners to improvers will love this course. Part-time, 14 week 
course. Tuesday morning or afternoon, three hour classes, once a week. 

 

Strictly limited spaces. For more details call 0121 251 0080.  
See the poster on page 13 fore more details. 

 
 


