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St Laurence Church 
Alvechurch 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

8.00.am Holy Communion 
9.30.am Family Service 

with Holy Communion on the 1st Sunday 
and Baptisms on the 4th Sunday 

11.00.am Parish Eucharist 
6.00.pm Evensong 

 

At Rowney Green Shared Church 
9.30.am Methodist/Anglican Service 

with Holy Communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month 
 

DAILY SERVICE 
 

9.00.am Monday to Friday 
In St Laurence Church 

 

ORGANISATIONS 
 

Sunday Club  Sundays at 9.30.am in the church and Ark (445 1854) 
 

Forget-me-not  Alternate Mondays at 1.30.pm in The Ark (445 3620) 
 

Choir   Thursdays at 7.45.pm in church (445 3569) 
 

Bellringers  Sundays at 10.30.am and 5.30.pm 
   Tuesday Practice at 7.30.pm (01527 64077) 

 

Women’s Fellowship 4th Wednesday of the month at 2.00.pm  
   in Tanyard Lane Community Centre (445 2125) 
 

Mum’s the Word Thursdays at 9.30.am  in The Ark (07876390154) 
 

Ark Café  Thursdays during term time at 12.15.pm (447 7017) 
 

Home Group  Thursday, 7.30.pm at the Coach House (445 2547) 
 

Messy Church  Bimonthly on a Saturday in The Ark (445 1985) 
 

THE ARK 
Enquiries to Ian Price 0121 447 7955 

 
Registered as a Charity in England and Wales: Charity Number 1131783 
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The Rector Writes... 

Tennyson 
My dear friends 
 

I recently spent a few days on the Isle of 
Wight.  I stayed at Freshwater, the home of 
the Victorian Poet Laureate, Alfred Lord 
Tennyson. 

 

I doubt if many people read Tennyson’s 
poems these days.  They often lend 
themselves to parody.  Indeed, I have been 
guilty of sending up  

 

Come into the garden, Maud, 
For the black bat, night, has flown. 

Come into the garden, Maud, 
I am here at the gate alone. 
I am here at the gate alone. 

 

However, a number of phrases from 
Tennyson's work have become commonplaces 
of the English language, including "Nature, red 
in tooth and claw", "'Tis better to have loved 
and lost / Than never to have loved at all", 
"Theirs not to reason why, / Theirs but to do 
and die", and "The old order changeth, 
yielding place to new". Tennyson  is the ninth 
most frequently quoted writer in The Oxford 
Dictionary of Quotations. 

 

There is an underlying spiritual content in 
Tennyson’s poetry, as there is, of course, in all 
good poetry.  Tennyson was not an orthodox 
Christian but he yearned for the noble and life-
giving qualities that lie at the heart of the 
Christian Faith. 

 

I particularly like his Christmas poem from In 
Memoriam. 

 

Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky, 
The flying cloud, the frosty light; 

The year is dying in the night; 
Ring out, wild bells, and let him die. 

 

Ring out the old, ring in the new, 
Ring, happy bells, across the snow: 

The year is going, let him go; 

Ring out the false, ring in the true. 
 

Ring out the grief that saps the mind, 
For those that here we see no more, 
Ring out the feud of rich and poor, 

Ring in redress to all mankind. 
 

Ring out a slowly dying cause, 
And ancient forms of party strife; 
Ring in the nobler modes of life, 

With sweeter manners, purer laws. 
 

Ring out false pride in place and blood, 
The civic slander and the spite; 

Ring in the love of truth and right, 
Ring in the common love of good. 

 

Ring out old shapes of foul disease, 
Ring out the narrowing lust of gold; 
Ring out the thousand wars of old, 

Ring in the thousand years of peace. 
 

Ring in the valiant man and free, 
The larger heart, the kindlier hand; 
Ring out the darkness of the land, 

Ring in the Christ that is to be.   
 

But, perhaps my favourite poem by 
Tennyson is Crossing the Bar.  It is thought he 
wrote it whilst on the ferry from Lymington to 
the Isle of Wight.  The imagery is certainly that 
of the sea: leaving the safety of a harbour to 
embark upon a journey into the unknown.  
There is a famous musical setting of the words 
by Hubert Parry that I remember singing as a 
boy. 

 

SUNSET and evening star, 
And one clear call for me! 

And may there be no moaning of the bar, 
 When I put out to sea, 

But such a tide as moving seems asleep, 
Too full for sound and foam, 

When that which drew from out the boundless 
deep 

Turns again home.  
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In An Autumn Garden 

 Twilight and evening bell, 
And after that the dark! 

And may there be no sadness or farewell, 
When I embark;  

For tho' from out our bourne of Time and Place 
The flood may bear me far, 

I hope to see my Pilot face to face 
When I have crossed the bar. 

 
If Michael Gove has his way, perhaps Tennyson will come 

back into fashion and the children of today will learn his verse 
and find it stays with them for the rest of their lives. 

With all best wishes 
Yours in Christ, 
DAVID MARTIN 

Having enjoyed a memorable 70th Fruit and Vegetable Show 
last month, Rowney Green Horticultural Society is now looking 
forward to a seasonal talk about autumn gardens. 

 

Mr Frank Hardy, who presented the prizes at the annual Fruit 
and Vegetable Show said the Show was everything a Show 
should be.  He congratulated the committee members, helpers 
and exhibitors on a first-class effort. 

 

On THURSDAY 11 OCTOBER Duncan Coombs is talking about 
autumn colour and interest in the garden.  His talk begins at 
7.45.pn in The Peace Hall, Rowney Green. 

 

Those with any surplus home-grown plants, fruit or 
vegetables are invited to bring them for a sales table.  All are 
welcome.  Enquiries can be directed to Andrea Halse on 0121 
445 1929. 

Coffee Morning 
There will be a Coffee Morning held at 9 Randall Avenue, 

courtesy of Mrs Irene Hoare, on THURSDAY 4 OCTOBER from 
10.00.am onwards. 

 

After six years’ fundraising, the St Laurence Bell Fund is now 
very close to its target.  Most of the work has been done and 
all that is left is the tidying up.  The Coffee Morning is designed 
to help finish the job. 

 

In addition to coffee, there will be a Cake Stall and a Bring 
and Buy Stall.  For further details contact Irene on 0121 445 
1810. 
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This month’s Footpath Walk organised by the Village 
Society is on SUNDAY 7 OCTOBER.  It consists of a walk 
around Hanbury under the skilful leadership of Eileen 
McHugh and Joanne Morton.  Those going on the walk should 
meet in the car park, Pipers Hill on the B4091, near to the 
Jinny Ring Centre in readiness for a 2.30.pm start.  Further 
details can be had from Joanne Moreton on 0121 445 6080.  

The Ark Café unveils its new full autumn menu from this 
month onwards.  The dishes of the day will be 

 
October 4 Leaping Salmon in a watercress sauce 
October 11 Succulent Roast Lamb and mint sauce 
October 18 Crackling Roast Pork and apple sauce 
October 25 A Special Beef Carvery Lunch 
 
The Carvery Lunch is a Ticket Only event at a cost of £10.  

Tickets are available on Thursday lunchtimes or from Ian Price 
at the Ark office (0121 447 7955) any morning from 9.00.am 
until 1.00.pm 

A Walk In The Woods 

Although harvesting has been a precarious business this 
year on account of the unseasonal weather, all is now safely 
gathered in and thanks can be expressed to God for His 
goodness and bounty. The Harvest Festival services being held 
in St Laurence Church are on SUNDAY 7 OCTOBER. 

 
The main morning service is at 10.30.pm.  Children are 

invited to bring along gifts of harvest produce and tinned 
goods to present at the altar during the course of the service. 
All Harvest produce will be donated to the New Start project 
in Bromsgrove that seeks to help those who are out of work 
and in financial difficulties. 

 
The evening service at 6.00.pm will be the beautiful, 

timeless service of Evensong, replete with harvest hymns 
from the Ancient and Modern hymnbook, and a special 
harvest anthem sung by the choir.  

 
A warm invitation is extended to all living in Alvechurch to 

come to the church for the Harvest Festival services of thanks. 

Harvest Festival 

Back In The Swing 
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Burcot Grange 
Residential 

Care Setting for 
the Elderly 

 
A unique blend of luxury  country  house 
living and quality  forward thinking  care, 
Burcot Grange is the perfect place for 
retirement living. 
 

Long term care 
 

Individua lly designed independent liv ing 

suites 
 

Short stay convalescent and holiday 

accommodation 
 

For more information or to arrange a visit 
go to  www.burcotgrange.com  

Burcot Grange, 23 Greenhill, Burcot, 
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, B60 1BJ. 

0121 445 5552 admin@burcotgrange.com  

Protecting Your Identity 
The Local Policing Team offers the following practical advice 

and information on how to help protect yourself and your 
family. This month: Protecting Your Identity. 

 

If criminals find out your personal details, they can use them 
to open bank accounts or get credit cards, loans and state 
benefits in your name. Criminals may also attempt to obtain 
documents in your name, such as a driving licence or a 
passport. Information that is helpful to criminals includes your 
name, date of birth, address, National Insurance (NI) number, 
and bank and credit card details. 

 

Quick tips:  

 Destroy unwanted documents that contain personal 

details before you dispose of them. Use a shredder. 

 If your passport, driving licence or credit card has been 

lost or stolen, report it to the issuer immediately. 

 Get a copy of your personal credit file from one of the 

three credit reference agencies. This will help you to find out if 
someone else is applying for credit in your name. 

 If you move house, tell your bank, credit card companies 

and all other organisations with which you do business. The 
Royal Mail’s redirection service can ensure that your post 
arrives at your new address. 

 Check bank and credit card statements as soon as they 

arrive. Report any unfamiliar transactions to your bank or 
credit card companies. 

 Never give out personal or account details to anyone who 

contacts you unexpectedly, either by phone, post, email or in 
person. 

 If you use the internet, always use a different password 

for each account. Do not use family names or dates of birth as 
passwords. 

 

To find out more information visit: 
 

 www.cardwatch.org.uk 
 www.identitytheft.org.uk 
 www.getsafeonline.org 
 www.direct.gov.uk (enter “identity theft” into the 

search box) 
For further advice on any of the topics mentioned, please 

contact your Local Policing Team. Alternatively contact CSO 
6715 MARK HYDER at Wythall Police Station. You can find out 
who your LPT is by visiting:  

http://www.westmercia.police.uk/localpolicing/ 

http://www.cardwatch.org.uk/
http://www.identitytheft.org.uk/
http://www.getsafeonline.org/
http://www.direct.gov.uk/
http://www.westmercia.police.uk/localpolicing/
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Huntleys 

Funeral Services 

Serving your community for 130 years 
 

Your local family orientated funeral directors 

of distinction, offering a traditional and caring 
service with attention to detail 

FOR 24 HOUR IMMEDIATE 

ATTENTION 

01527 892900 

    12 Feckenham Road   
Astwood Bank 

Branch also at 

58 Ipsley Street , Redditch 

01527 62106 
Providers of the Perfect Choice Funeral Plan 

 

 

 

 

The St Laurence Women’s Fellowship is an Ecumenical Group 
that meets in The Tanyard Community Centre on the 4th 
Wednesday of each month at 2pm.  

 

The next meeting is on WEDNESDAY 24 OCTOBER when Colin 
F. Bull will play a wide range of music on his Bechstein 
Keyboard. This will be followed by a time of fellowship over tea 
and biscuits. A warm welcome is extended to all who would 
like to attend. 

This year’s Harvest Supper is on SATURDAY 6 OCTOBER at 
7.30.pm in The Ark.  There is a long tradition in rural 
communities of friends and neighbours gathering together to 
celebrate the successful harvesting of the crops.  With 
Alvechurch surrounded by pastureland and cornfields the 
Harvest Supper offers an opportunity to celebrate the food 
that has been gathered in “ere the winter storms begin” 

 

A three-course meal with aperitifs, cheese and biscuits, wine, 
liqueurs and chocolates means it will be some supper! Tickets 
for the Supper are available from The Ark Office on any 
weekday between 9.00.am and 1.00.pm at a cost of £10. 

Harvest Supper 

A Musical Interlude 

A new Rural Dean for Bromsgrove is taking over this month 
from the Revd Dick Johnson, who has completed three years in 
the post. 

 

The Rural Dean is chosen by the bishop to coordinate the 
work of the deanery.  Alvechurch is in the Bromsgrove Deanery.  
The Revd Dick Johnson has become a well-known face in 
Alvechurch because he has had office space in The Ark during 
his time as Rural Dean.  

 

The new Rural Dean is The Revd Garth Nathaniel, the Team 
Rector of Ipsley.  He will be licensed by the bishop at a service 
in Astwood Bank Parish Church on WEDNESDAY 10 OCTOBER.  
Please remember him in your prayers.  

New Rural Dean 

Tiny Tots Service 
This month’s service for pre-school children and their parents 

is on THURSDAY 18 OCTOBER at 10.15.am on the carpet in the 
church.  As it is St Luke’s Day, the theme will be Making People 
Well.  Come and join the Rector on the carpet for a story, some 
songs and a prayer.  Entrance to the church is via The Ark. 
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Black History 

 

 

Showroom and Workshop 
338 Alcester Road, Burcot,  

Bromsgrove B60 1BH 

Tel: (01527) 876200 
07710976744  

All Work  
is to the 
Highest 

Standard 

 
 

D SEELEY AND 

COMPANY 

 
 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND 

REGISTERED AUDITOR 

40 BEAR HILL, ALVECHURCH 

TELEPHONE 0121 445 2445 

Email: dseeley.co@btinternet.com 
 

We offer a comprehensive service 

including book-keeping, payroll, VAT, 

accounts and taxation for sole traders, 

partnerships, charities and  

limited companies  

 

Contact David or Susan Seeley to discuss 

how we can help you 

Registered to carry out Audit work by the 

Institute of Chartered Accountants in 

England & Wales   

THOMAS 

BROTHERS 

Funeral Directors 

Prepayment Plan,  

Private Chapels,  

"Woodland Burial" 
24 hour Personal Service 

 

A family-owned funeral directors 
offering a friendly, dignified service, 

paying attention to detail. 
 

Tel: 01527 547777 
494 Evesham Road 

Crabbs Cross, Redditch 
S.A.I.F. 

12A Red Lion Street 
Alvechurch   B48 7LF 

0121 445 3422 
S.A.I.F. 

St Laurence Church and Crown Meadow First School are 
contributing to a Black History Display being staged at The 
Artrix Theatre, Bromsgrove on THURSDAY 11 OCOTBER.  The 
exhibition seeks to show the links the district has with ethnic 
people around the world.  The Alvechurch contribution will 
focus on the links that exist between us and the people of 
Peru.  If you are free and in Bromsgrove, do pop in and see the 
exhibition. 

Puffin Billies And Tables 

There will be another Railway Exhibition and Table Top Sale 
in St Laurence Church on SATURDAY 17 NOVEMBER from 
10.30.am until 3.00.pm.  This is being organised by David 
Richmond.  It will include a Table Top Sale.  If anyone has any 
old trains, buses, Meccano etc. that they wish to dispose of, 
please give David a phone call on 0121 445 3569. 

 

All proceeds will go to the Bell Restoration Fund. 
 

If you would like a table at this event, please contact Karen 
on 0121 445 4980. 

 

If you have any items that are no longer required and are 
suitable for a Table Top Sale – such as books, jigsaws or bric-a-
brac – please let the Bellringers have them.  

Test Your IQ 
A General Knowledge Quiz and Supper Evening is being held 

in The Ark on SATURDAY 20 OCTOBER at 7.30.pm.  It is 
organised by The Midland Sinfonia.  The doors open at 
7.00.pm. 

 

Last year saw a new format to the evening that proved a 
great success. This year’s Quiz will follow the same format and 
will have Simon Raine as the Quiz Master. 

Tables can be booked now. Those unable to bring a full 
team (up to six) can be linked with others to make for an 
enjoyable evening. 

 
 Tickets are £8 per person and this includes a fish and chip 

supper.  
 There will be a Bar available for wines and soft drinks. 
For further information, or to reserve a table (essential for 

catering), please contact Marian:   
marian@midlandsinfonia.co.uk or 0121 447 7040.  
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News From The Tower 
Geoff Franklin tells of drive-shafts, manure and straw. 
 

We are well into the final stages of the bell restoration work 
now. As I write this, the clockmakers are in the tower         
reconnecting the clock to the dials and the chimes. It has   
taken a while because they could not start their part of the 
project until we had finished all the other work. The drive-
shafts for the dials have to be well-clear of the repositioned 
ropes, and the wires which control the chiming hammers have 
to be threaded through the new framework. Lots of fiddly 
work with pulleys and levers and counterweights, but the 
clock should be running and chiming again by the time that 
this Grapevine is published. 

After that, there will be a lot of tidying up to do - if nothing 
else, we need to give the tower a thorough cleaning after all 
the disruption.  The only big job left is to soundproof the floor 
under the bells. When we removed the trapdoor to gain    
access, we had to break up the old layer of soundproofing 
between the bells and the ringers. That has made the ringing 
chamber so noisy it is difficult to hear commands when we are 
ringing.  The old soundproofing was the traditional mixture of 
manure and straw but we're hoping to replace it with      
something a little cleaner. 

The fund is within a few hundred pounds of the final target 
and we're hoping that the next fundraising events will get us 
there before Christmas.  Irene Hoare is hosting a Coffee  
Morning at 4 Randall Avenue on 4th October at 10 am and on 
November 17th we are having a stall at the Railway Exhibition 
in church. After that we'll be running our regular Christmas 
Coffee morning. More details next month. 

 

The picturesque little chapel in Chapel Lane, Rowney Green 
is the location for this month’s ecumenical service on SUNDAY 
14 OCTOBER at 6.30.pm 

 

Extensive work has recently been carried out on the chapel 
in readiness for winter.  Come and see inside the refurbished 
chapel whilst worshipping with Christians of all denominations 
at the monthly joint act of worship.  The service will be led by 
the Revd Barrie Cooke, the Methodist minister with oversight 
of Rowney Green Shared Church.  He is also the current 
chairman of Churches Together in Alvechurch and Rowney 
Green. 

Chapel In The Valley 

 

Kathryn Collinson 
BA Hons, BEd Hons, ALCM 

 
Lessons 

from 
20 minutes 

to 
1 hour 

 
 
Music tuition – All Styles 
 Classical, Bass and Electric Guitar 

 Piano and Keyboard 

 For exams or just for fun 
 

Maths and English Tuition 
 SATS / confidence building 

 Special needs 

 Ages from 5-11 years 
 

Tel: 0121 445 3523 
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 Garden Centre 
Opening hours 

Mon-Fri 9 to 5, Sat 10 to 4 
 

  Woodwork 

Packing / assembly 

Landscaping / maintenance 
 

Support your local cha rity which offers peop le 

with special needs the opportunity to 

experience the real world of work. 

Wellesbourne Close 
Easemore Road, Redditch 
B98 8ER 
01527 69955 

WHERE NEXT 

ASSOCIATION 

 "Rectory Cottage Bed and Breakfast" 

Old Rectory Lane,  
Alvechurch 

 

offers  
warm and welcoming accommodation, 
with super breakfasts and attractive, 

spacious bedrooms.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Celia on 

0121 445 4824, or visit our website 

www. rectorycottage-alvechurch.co.uk 

 

Hospitalised 
The Rector visits the Alexandra Hospital in Redditch every 

week, usually on a Friday afternoon.  He is pleased to visit 
anyone from the parish who is in hospital.  Please pass details 
to him either by phone, on 0121 445 1087, or by email at 
davidmartin@lynkserve.net 

Wedding Bells 
DAVID JONES AND MELANIE BALLAM 
The rain may have bucketed-down as Melanie Ballam arrived 

at the church on 25 August for her marriage to David Jones, but 
the clouds quickly cleared so that when the happy couple 
emerged from the church the sun was shining in all its summer 
glory. 

 

The bride was escorted down the aisle of the church on her 
father’s arm and was accompanied by her bridesmaid, Laura 
Sayers.  The bride wore an ivory, ankle-length dress with a 
bolero top edged in pink.  The bridesmaid wore a pink, ankle-
length strapless dress. 

 

The groom, who works as a civil servant,  chose Benjamin 
Jones to be his Best Man.  After a reception held in the Village 
Hall the couple left for a honeymoon in Paris.  They will be 
making their married home in Cygnet Close. 

 

IAN EVANS AND LUCINDA PERKS 
Arriving at church in a horse-drawn carriage, Lucinda Perks 

was blessed with a beautiful late summer’s day for her 
marriage to Ian Evans on 9 September.  The couple, have 
known each other for twenty years. 

 

The bride is the daughter of Roger and Jacqueline Perks of 
Hanbury.  She was escorted down the aisle of the church by her 
father and was accompanied by two bridesmaids – Natasha 
Beard and Rhiannon Perks – three flower girls – Isabelle, Harriet 
and Ellie Perks – and two pageboys – Finley and Alfie Perks. 

 

The bride wore an oyster-coloured dress with a sweetheart 
neckline and train.  The bridesmaids wore purple, three-quarter
-length dresses. 

 

The groom, who works as a contract manager, chose five of 
his friends to be Best Men: Nick, Tristan, Richard, Matthew and 
Toby; with Adam and Ben acting as Ushers. 

 

After a reception held at Henley Golf and Country Club, the 
couple left for a honeymoon in Lanzarote.  They will be making 
their future married home in George Road. 

mailto:davidmartin@lynkserve.net
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The Leys Residential Home 

Old Birmingham Road 

Alvechurch B48 7TQ 

 

Offering a warm, welcoming and caring  

environment for later years. 

For further information, or to arrange 

a visit, please call 

0121 445 5587 

 James Giles  

& Sons 
A FAMILY OWNED FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

ESTABLISHED 1916 
 

Serving all communities 
with dignity and 
understanding 

 

 Private Chapel of Rest 

 Day and Night Service 

 Woodland Burial 

 Golden Charter and Help 
the Aged Funeral Plans 

 Catering and Floral 
Tributes 

 

Telephone 01527 872318 
24 Stourbridge Road 

Bromsgrove, Worcs, B61 0AE 

Alvechurch Historical Society 

Memories of summer outings and an evening down on the 
farm for members of Alvechurch Historical Society are related 
by Margaret Gardner.  

 

It was nice to be back after the Summer break.  We all 
enjoyed The Picnic in the Park for the Queen's Diamond Jubilee 
and also the two summer outings to Winterborne House, 
Edgbaston and to Hellens Country House in Herefordshire.  We 
had nice weather for both visits and really enjoyed ourselves. 

 

Our speaker in September was Mr Richard Churchley who 
showed many slides of old Farmhouses in the Alcester and 
Feckenham areas.  He told us how farming had evolved since 
Medieval times when labourers worked strips of land with 
most of the produce going to the Manor, and then how men 
took out a lease on land or rented, even though there were no 
hedgerows to divide the land.  

 

Horses and cattle were kept on Common land until the cattle 
plague in the 1740's.  After that, the new cattle and horses 
were brought close to the Manor and enclosed by fences, 
hedgerows and trees, thus evolving the countryside we know 
today.  Mr Churchley showed us some lovely slides and gave a 
most enjoyable and informative talk. 

 

Our speaker on MONDAY 1 OCTOBER is Frank Townsend who 
will tell us about the History of Christmas Cards. 

We meet in the Museum Hut in School Lane.  There is plenty 
of parking behind the Catholic Church with their kind 
permission.  Come and join us. See you then. 

Margaret Gardner (0121 445 1649  

Experimental Services 
The two remaining experimental services at St Laurence 

Church are taking place on SUNDAY 21 OCTOBER and SUNDAY 
28 OCTOBER at 10.30.am. They will replace the usual morning 
services. 

 

The PCC is experimenting with four different types of service 
in an attempt to gauge opinion before deciding on changes to 
the normal pattern of four Sunday services.  Even if you have 
missed the first two experimental services in September, your 
views would still be valued on the ones taking place this 
month. 

 

After the service on SUNDAY 28 OCTOBER there will be a 
Shared Lunch in The Ark to enable an exchange of ideas.  This 
will commence at 12.30.pm. 
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Dick Russell, who this year celebrates fifty 
years as a Licensed Lay Minister in the Church 
of England, continues his exploration into the 
mystery of God. 

 

Last month I wrote about a very recent 
example of a tendency in human beings to put 
our faith in things that are apparently modern 
and new. Exciting discoveries and cultural 
changes, the pursuit of wealth, and even sport 
are sometimes seem as holding the key to 
unlocking a meaning in life.  

 
This is not to say, of course, that putting real 

effort into developing and using the gifts with 
which God has endowed us is wrong.  Certainly 
not.  But in themselves, without a purpose for 
loving God and our neighbour, their value 
becomes false. The happiness they appear to 
bring proves to be transitory. 

 
 In the Old Testament narratives of the Bible 

they are referred to as 'idols'.  Idolatry was 
condemned as something that undermined the 
faith which their ancestors had affirmed really 
did hold the key to meaningful life.   

 
The opening words of the Bible are: “In the 

beginning God....”. That passage continues by 
trying to imagine, in amazing word pictures, 
just how, and with what intentions, this God 
created 'the earth and the heavens'.   

 
The story it unfolds is told in the way all such 

attempts needs must be, that is, in terms of 
mythology and parable; and as the Scriptures, 
(as we call them), unfold we are introduced to 
God, (as understood by faithful Hebrews), as 'I 
AM';  as 'the Beginning and the End', (or, in 
Greek, the 'Alpha and the Omega'); as the 
unpronounceable 'YHWY' (or, as translated, 
'Jehovah', or in most modern translations, 'the 
LORD').   

 
Those who acknowledged such a God came 

to understand that their purpose in life was a 

'binding legal Covenant' between them and 
God.  By faithfully carrying out the terms of this 
covenant God would mercifully intervene in 
history and rule over his people through his 
Messiah. The period of Jewish history called 
'The Exile in Babylon', occurred because, 
according to the prophets, they failed to be 
faithful to this ideal.   

 
But, for the evangelists of the New 

Testament, Jesus' life and death showed that 
indeed he was Messiah and that his rejection 
and suffering had been foreseen by the 
prophets. The Rulers of the Temple at 
Jerusalem had rejected 'faithfulness' in pursuit 
of 'power' served by a legal system which 
ignored God's 'merciful goodness'.   

 
The main thrust of Jesus' teaching concerned 

the 'Kingdom of Heaven', and to the crowds he 
referred to himself obliquely as 'The Son of 
Man'. To those who accepted his teaching he 
pronounced that this 'Kingdom' had 'come 
among them'. To his close friends, even as one 
of them betrayed him, he heralded in a 'New 
Covenant', or 'New Testament', (first 
mentioned by the prophet Jeremiah), to 
supplant the Old Covenant, and based only on 
Love:- Love of and for God ; and Love for one's 
neighbour.  This was to be widened out as one 
between God and 'The World' and is summed 
up in the manner of the conclusion of Jesus' 
own earthly life;  in his own words,  “Behold I 
have overcome the World”. 

 
Keeping 'faith' with such a 'covenant' is what 

'Christian life' is all about, and the fellowship of 
those who do so is called 'the Church'. But 
what does this mean?  Is it the case that what 
we convey of that faith to others can often 
make our God 'too small'?   

 
Next month I will attempt to help unravel 

something of this Biblical meaning of 'keeping 
Faith' as I have come to understand it.  

The Divine Plan 
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OLIVE ISABEL LOWE 
 

The wife of a former Headmaster of 
Alvechurch CE Middle School and a loyal 
member of St Laurence Church for forty years, 
died on 27 August at the age of 90. 

 

Olive Isabel Lowe was born in Sedgfield, 
County Durham but grew up in Kingswinford, 
West Midlands.  She had one brother, Alan, 
who predeceased her. 

 

In 1942 she married Benjamin John Lowe 
and they shared 58 years together until his 
death in 2006.  She was the mother of three 
children – Andrew, Jane and Alison – and 
grandmother to four – Thomas, Jack, Emma 
and Lucy. 

 

As a young girl she trained as a ballet dancer, 
but the Second World War intervened and she 
was diverted into work for the civil service in 
Stourbridge.  After the War she joined her 
husband as a house mistress at the Bluecoat 
School, Oldswinford.  Later, she trained as a 
Nursery Nurse and undertook relief work at 
Pitcheroak and other local schools. 

 

She excelled as a housewife, picking and 
freezing fruit in the autumn, making wine and 
working in her garden. 

 

She moved into Aqueduct Lane in 1970.  Her 
great interest in later life was floristry.  She 
was a member of the Worcester Cathedral 
Flower Guild and frequently arranged flowers 
in St Laurence Church.  She was a weekly 
communicant member of the church and often 
led intercessions at the Sunday morning Parish 
Eucharist. 

 

She will be remembered for the 
encouragement she gave to others, plus her 
loyalty, steadfastness and dependability.  All of 
these qualities were peppered by a 
mischievous sense of humour and a talent for 
mimicry.  

 

Her funeral was held in St Laurence Church 
on Thursday 13 September.  Her grandson, 
Thomas, sang The Lord bless you and keep you 
by John Rutter and her daughters read poems 
by John Donne and Minnie Haskins.  After the 
committal at Redditch Crematorium a 
reception was held in The Ark. 

Obituary 

Jane Green, Isabel’s daughter, writes … 
   
Thank you to members of the congregation 

for their kind wishes and flowers sent to Isabel 
over the past 6 months during her illness.  She 
was so very appreciative of  their support. 

Andrew, Jane and Alison thank everyone for 
attending Isabel's service at St Laurence 
Church on 13th September 2012 and for their 
kind condolences. 

Isabel Lowe 

The yearly commemoration of those who 
have died in recent years will take place in St 
Laurence Church on SUNDAY 4 NOVEMBER at 
11.00.am.   

 

Invitations are being sent to those who have 
experienced a bereavement during the past 

year, but, anyone who does not receive an 
invitation should contact the Parish Office on 
447 7955 and request that their loved one be 
remembered in the prayers on that day. 

All Souls 
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From the Registers 

Funerals and Cremations 
May they rest in the peace of Christ 
 
September 7  Philip Colledge aged 95 
September 13  Olive Isabel Lowe aged 90 

Baptisms 
We welcome you into the Lord’s family 
 
August 26    Sophie Ann Edwards     Rednal 
         Charlotte Elle Badham     Redditch Road, Hopwood 
         Jacob Frederick Badham     Redditch Road, Hopwood 
         William Louie Hall     Heron Close 
 
Photographs of the newly-baptized can be found on the church website - 

www.alvechurch-stlaurence.org  

Flowers 
Rota for October 2012     

 7
th

 October 14
th

 October 21
st

  October 28
th

 October 

Sanctuary Harvest Festival   Ann Figgett 

Lady Chapel Harvest Festival   Ann Figgett 

 

Marriages 
Those whom God has joined together 
 

 

August 25 David Jones and Melanie Ballam 
September 9 Ian Evans and Lucinda Perks 

Harvest Festival is on Sunday 7th October.  I would welcome help in this respect and will be in 
Church on Saturday 6th from 9am to begin decorating the Altars, windows and as many areas as 
possible in celebration of this year’s harvest.  The more volunteers we have the more we can 
achieve.  Please let me know if you are available to help. Many thanks. 

  
Ann Thurrell. 
0121 447 7668   
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Rector Revd David Martin, The Rectory, School Lane 445 1087 

       davidmartin@lynkserve.net 
Licensed Lay Ministers Mr Dick Russell, 2 Gothic Cottages, Radford Rd 445 3083 

  Ms Sue Philips Withybed Green 445 3620 
Authorised Lay Ministers Mrs Helena Allen,  117 Birmingham road 445 5605 

 Mr Phil Burgess Highlands, School Lane, 447 7468 

 Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 

 Ms Gloria Wilson, 11 Bear Hill Drive 445 1854 

 Mrs Philippa Brakes, 56 Callow Hill Road 445 3983 
 Mrs Lynne Clark, The Coach House, School Lane 445 2547 
 Mrs Jayne Burgess, Highlands, School Lane 447 7468 
 Mrs Annette Thomas 8 Snake Lane 445 5180 

Churchwardens Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane. 445 2547 

 Mr Mick Fletcher , 52 Callow Hill Road 445 6431 

Deputy Wardens Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road,   01527 64077 
 Mr Andy Humphries, Sunnymead, Station Road 445 5955 

  Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane 445 3569 
  Mrs Alison Smith, 12 Hollington Road 447 7293 

PCC Secretary Mrs Enid Brumsen 32 Callow Hill Road 445 0663  
PCC Treasurer Mr Bob Dale Weatheroak Farm 01564 822486 

Organist & Choirmaster Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane 445 3569 

Electoral Roll Officer Mr Jeremy Roberts, 7 Redditch Road, Hopwood 445 2041 
Tower Captain Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road 01527 64077 
Singing Group Mrs Lynda Wolstencroft  49 Hinton Avenue Tel:  445 3212 

Mum’s the Word Mrs Bib Paterson, 57 Birmingham Road 07876390154  
Flower Co-ordinator Mrs Ann Thurrell, Top Barn, Scarfield Hill 447 7668 

Women’s Fellowship Mrs Jill Woolley, 111 Birmingham Road 445 2125 
Ark Booking Secretary ) Mr Ian Price, the Ark School Lane, 447 7955 

& Grapevine advertising  )      thearkalvechurch@yahoo.co.uk 

Grapevine Editor Revd David Martin, The Rectory, School Lane 445 1087 
      davidmartin@lynkserve.net 

Finance and Standing Committee  Development  

David Martin Graham Clark Alison Smith Jeremy Roberts 
Mike Fletcher Alison Smith Margaret Haste  

Bob Dale Jeremy Roberts    

Children and Youth   Churchyard  
Martin Allen Mike Fletcher Bob Dale Andy Humphries 
Marion Thompson Pat Booth   
  Peru and Missionary 

Buildings and Fabric  Sue Phillips Dick Russell 
Mick Fletcher Colin Bennett Sue Brotherton Margaret Haste 

David Richmond Jill Woolley Worship   
 Barbara Scane Martin Allen 
  Graham Clark Enid Brumsen 

  David Richmond   

PCC Special Responsibilities 

Who’s who 
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Calendar 

 
OCTOBER 

 
 

 
 
 
Monday 1 7.45.pm  Historical Society: The History of Christmas Cards 
 
Thursday 4 10.00.am  Coffee Morning for the Bells Fund: 9 Randall Avenue 
 
Saturday 6 9.00.am  Decorating the church for Harvest 
   7.30.pm  Harvest Supper in The Ark 
 
Sunday 7 10.30.am  HARVEST FESTIVAL in St Laurence Church 
   2.30.pm  Footpath Walk from Piper’s Hill Car Park, Hanbury 
   6.00.pm  Harvest Evensong 
  
Thursday 11   Black History Display at The Artrix Theatre, Bromsgrove 
   7.45.pm  Rowney Green Horticultural Society in The Peace Hall 
 
Sunday 14 6.30.pm  Ecumenical Service at Rowney Green Shared Church 
 
Tuesday 16   November Grapevine goes to press 
 
Thursday 18 10.15.am  Tiny Tots Service in the church 
 
Saturday 20 7.30.pm  Midland Sinfonia Quiz in The Ark 
 
Sunday 21  10.30.am  Experimental Service No 3 in St Laurence Church 
 
Wednesday 24 2.00.pm  Women’s Fellowship in Tanyard Community Centre 
 
Thursday 25 12.15.pm  Carvery Lunch in the Ark – Tickets £10 
 
Sunday 28 10.30.am  Experimental Service No 4 in St Laurence Church 
   12.30.pm  Shared Lunch and Evaluation in The Ark 
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