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St Laurence Church 
Alvechurch 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

8.00.am Holy Communion 
9.30.am Family Service 

with Holy Communion on the 1st Sunday 
and Baptisms on the 4th Sunday 

11.00.am Parish Eucharist 
6.00.pm Evensong 

 

At Rowney Green Shared Church 
9.30.am Methodist/Anglican Service 

with Holy Communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month 
 

DAILY SERVICE 
 

9.00.am Monday to Friday 
in St Laurence Church 

 

ORGANISATIONS 
 

Sunday Club  Sundays at 9.30.am in the church and Ark (445 1854) 
 

Choir   Thursdays at 7.45.pm in church (445 3569) 
 

Bellringers  Sundays at 10.30.am and 5.30.pm 
   Tuesday Practice at 7.30.pm (01527 64077) 

 

Women’s Fellowship 4th Wednesday of the month at 2.00.pm  
   in Tanyard Lane Community Centre (445 2125) 
 

Mum’s the Word Thursdays at 9.30.am  in The Ark (07876390154) 
 

Ark Café  Thursdays during term time at 12.15.pm (447 7017) 
 

Home Group  Thursday, 7.30.pm at the Coach House (445 2547) 
 

Messy Church  Quarterly on a Saturday in The Ark (445 1985) 
 

THE ARK 
Enquiries to Ian Price 0121 447 7955 

 
 

Registered as a Charity in England and Wales: Charity Number 1131783 



Page 3 

The Rector Writes... 

 
My dear friends 
 
This month sees the joyful 
culmination of the project 

undertaken in the church tower to restore the 
bells and ensure they ring out over the parish 
for years to come.   

 

The Bishop of Worcester, The Rt. Revd. Dr. 
John Inge, is coming to Alvechurch on Saturday 
15 June to dedicate the new bell installation 
and lead a service of thanksgiving for all that 
has been accomplished in the tower during the 
past year. 

 

Church bells have a very special place in most 
people’s affections.  I remember, some years 
ago, as part of the Alvechurch Alight Festival, 
parishioners were invited to submit poems 
extolling the things that were good about 
Alvechurch.  The poems were very diverse, but 
the one thing they all mentioned, with 
affection, was the sound of the church bells. 

 

When the Bromsgrove poet, A.E. Housman, 
wrote 

 

In summertime on Bredon, 
The bells they sound so clear; 
Round both the shires they ring them 
In steeples far and near, 
A happy noise to hear 
 

he could have been writing about Alvechurch.  
There is something happy about the sound of 
church bells ringing out over the countryside – 
a paean of praise for all that is good in life. 

 

The primary purpose of church bells is, of 
course, to call people to worship.  In the same 
way that Muslims have amplified muezzins 
chanting from minarets to summon them to 
prayer, so Christians use bells for the same 
purpose.   

 

Church bells remind us of the spiritual 
dimension of life. Life is not just about money-

grubbing or sexuality or personal indulgence.  
There is another dimension to human beings.  
We were made in the image of God and our 
hearts are restless until they find their rest in 
Him. The sound of church bells lifts our minds 
above the mundane aspects of life and reminds 
us of our spiritual inheritance.  We may chose 
to ignore the call to worship God, but, as long 
as bells peal out over the parish, we can never 
feign ignorance of our spiritual destiny. 

 

The work of restoring the church bells has 
involved a great many people. I would like to 
place on record my thanks to all those who 
have brought the project to such a successful 
conclusion. Thanks go to all those who donated 
towards the cost of the work; those who wrote 
endless begging letters, organised Table Top 
Sales, lobbied grant-making bodies and 
wrestled with the endless red-tape that 
surrounds any work undertaken on a Grade 
Two Starred listed building. But thanks go 
especially to the small and loyal band of bell 
ringers, who gave of their time and expertise to 
actually manhandle the bells in and out of the 
tower, transport them to the bell-foundry and 
thus save the church many thousands of 
pounds. 

 

Saturday 15 June promises to be a great 
celebration!  I do hope as many of you as 
possible will be able to come to the church at 
11.00.am for the Act of Dedication performed 
by the Bishop. 

Let’s allow A.E. Housman, the atheist, to have 
the final word: 

 

The bells they sound on Bredon, 
And still the steeples hum. 
‘Come all to church, good people,’ – 
Oh noisy bells, be dumb; 
I hear you, I will come. 
 

With every blessing 
Yours in Christ, 
DAVID MARTIN 

A Happy Noise To Hear   
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 A Rare Opportunity 

With places at Alvechurch CE Middle School heavily over-

subscribed, the Governors extend a rare opportunity for 

children to join the school for Key Stage 3. 

Looking for a place for your child at Key Stage 3? 
Due to pupils moving on to selected entry schools at the end of 
year 6, we have a few places to offer in years 7 and 8. 
We are a thriving Middle School deemed good and outstanding 
by Ofsted in Sept 2012. Look at our website 
www.alvechurch.worcs.sch.uk 
We have a superb reputation and are always over-subscribed 
on entry at KS2. We can offer an exceptional all-round 
education in academic subjects, sport and the Arts and our 
pastoral care is second to none. Our test results are in the top 
25% across the country and are consistently amongst the best 
in Worcestershire. 
 

Interested!! If so, contact the school office on 0121 445 1033. 

Prospective pupils and parents are very welcome to come and 

have a look around. 

 
Discovering Orchids  

 

Alvechurch Village Society's next walk is on SUNDAY 2 JUNE, 

when Mary Green (0121 445 5957 ) will be leading a wildlife 

walk (with orchids, hopefully ) around Penorchard Meadows. 

The walk will take the same time as usual, but will be shorter 

and slower so that everyone can take in the wildlife along the 

way. The meeting point is the Clent Hills Visitor Centre at 2.30 

pm. 
 

Roses Are Blooming In Rowney Green 
 

The 43rd Annual Rose Show, organised by Rowney Green 

Horticultural Society, is on SATURDAY 15 JUNE at 3.00pm. 

Flowers, Floral Art, Children’s classes, Photographic classes and 

Arts and Crafts all make for a pleasant afternoon, together with 

tea and cakes. Schedules and entry forms will not be in the 

June Calling Oak but can be collected from:- 

The Peace Hall, Rowney Green, Andrea’s porch Rowney 

Green, Alvechurch Post Office, Alvechurch Library, Oasis 

Flowers Barnt Green 
 

Huntleys 

Funeral Services 

Serving your community for 130 years 
 

Your local family orientated funeral directors 

of distinction, offering a traditional and caring 
service with attention to detail 

FOR 24 HOUR IMMEDIATE 

ATTENTION 

01527 892900 

    12 Feckenham Road   
Astwood Bank 

Branch also at 

58 Ipsley Street , Redditch 

01527 62106 
Providers of the Perfect Choice Funeral Plan 
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 Ark Café Re-Opens  
 

The Ark Café reopens after the Half Term break on 
THURSDAY 6 JUNE and remains open every Thursday until 4 
July. There will be a cold salad buffet or a hot meal available 
each week, together with the usual desserts, 

 

The Ark Café team look forward to your continued support 
during the summer period. 

 

Not To Be Missed…. 
 

The role of women in the life of Jesus is the subject of a talk 
in The Village Hall, writes Pat Booth. 

 
Are you looking for a thought-provoking evening? Then the 

talk in the Village Hall on MONDAY 3 JUNE at 7.30.pm is an 
opportunity for you to consider an informed perspective on 
the role of women in the life of Jesus.  

 
This event is guaranteed to stimulate and raise issues for 

you to question.  
 
In our society we are faced with the role of women in the 

church from the media and church leaders. Have you your 
own views or are you still considering your position? 

 
There are lots of questions with many answers!  
 
 David McCloughlan presents evidence and informed facts in 

a fascinating and compelling way. David is Senior Lecturer in 
Theology at Newman University College with a lifetime’s 
experience to share with us. 

 
Please come and bring your friends, it is for all, whether 

practising Christians or those of other faiths. 
Churches together in Alvechurch is supporting this evening. 

There is NO charge, but donations would be welcome to cover 
costs. 

PIANO and Duet Stool FREE to a good home. 
Telephone 0121 445 1087 to view or arrange 

collection. 
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Burcot Grange 
Residential 

Care Setting for 
the Elderly 

 
A unique blend of luxury  country  house 
living and quality  forward thinking  care, 
Burcot Grange is the perfect place for 
retirement living. 
 

Long term care 
 

Individua lly designed independent liv ing 

suites 
 

Short stay convalescent and holiday 

accommodation 
 

For more information or to arrange a visit 
go to  www.burcotgrange.com  

Burcot Grange, 23 Greenhill, Burcot, 
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, B60 1BJ. 

0121 445 5552 admin@burcotgrange.com  

Tank You Very Much 
 

The history of the Sherman Tank was recalled at the last 
meeting of Alvechurch Historical Society, writes Margaret 
Gardner. 

 

 We had a good turnout on Bank Holiday Monday to hear Mr 
Ron Gallivan telling us about The Sherman Tank.  After Dunkirk 
the British imported many tanks from the USA as the British 
ones had been abandoned on the French beaches. They were 
the American Mark 4 and were adapted during the course of 
the war  to make them more efficient against the might of the 
larger German tanks.  The British Army soon called them 
Sherman Tanks, but the Germans called them Tommy Cookers, 
as they were liable to burst into flame when hit.  Mr Gallivan 
showed us many slides of the war years and designs of the 
interior of the tanks and the modifications made during the 
course of the war. 50,000 tanks were mass-produced by the 
Americans during the course of 5 years. 

 

Our speaker on MONDAY 3 JUNE will be Ms Anne Bradford 

telling us about The Rise and Fall of the Royal Enfield 

Car.  There is plenty of room in the car park at the rear of the 

Catholic Church (for Royal Enfield cars and others) with their 

kind permission.  See you then, Margaret Gardner (0121 445 

1649). 
 

 

Road By Road 
 

Each week, a different road in the parish is the focus for 
prayers at St Laurence Church.  During June, the following 
roads will be remembered: 

Rose Avenue (w/b 2 June) 
Ash Lane, Hopwood (w/b 9 June) 
Rowney Green Lane (w/b 16 June) 
Birmingham Road, Hopwood (w/b 23 June) 
St Laurence Close (w/b 30 June) 
 
If those living in these roads have any special requests they 

would like included in the church’s prayers, please let the 
Rector know. 
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Weddings For The Over-Sixties   
 

Weddings will be very much on the mind of members of the 
Women’s Fellowship, writes Jill Wolley, as they prepare for two 
consecutive talks on the subject. 

 

At our A.G.M. in April the members of the Committee were 
thanked for all their hard work during the past year and were 
re-elected for the coming year. Our Programme Secretary Mrs 
Ros Tyler announced an interesting programme for the coming 
year. Our meetings in June and July this year feature weddings. 

 

On WEDNESDAY 26 JUNE Eileen and Pat are promoting their 
Affordable Weddings and Events with a hat fashion show and 
jewellery sale. They will be treating us to an Afternoon Tea of 
sandwiches and cakes. 

 

At our meeting on July 24th  we have more weddings, with 
Patricia Boyd’s talk entitled And the Bride wore. .. 

 

We continue to meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month in 
the Tanyard Community Centre at 2.00pm. Please note that 
there is no parking allowed in Tanyard Close. 

 

And, finally, an Advanced Notice. 
Our Charity Tea this year, in aid of The Lounge, will be held in 

The Ark on Wednesday 14 August 14 at 2.30pm. 
 

Fathers’ Day  
 

Fathers’ Day this year falls on SUNDAY 16 JUNE.  There will 
be a special Family Service in St Laurence Church at 9.30.am at 
which prayers will be offered for the fathers of the parish. 

A special welcome is extended to all fathers and their 
families to join in this service of thanksgiving. 

 

Tiny Tots  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The June service for the under-fives and their parents is on 

THURSDAY 27 JUNE at 10.15.am in the church.  This will be the 
Rector’s final Tiny Tots Service.  Come and listen to him telling 
a story, leading some action songs and saying a prayer.  The 
Service lasts twenty minutes.  The entrance to the church is via 
The Ark. 

  

Kathryn Collinson 
BA Hons, BEd Hons, ALCM 

 
Lessons 

from 
20 minutes 

to 
1 hour 

 
 
Music tuition – All Styles 
 Classical, Bass and Electric Guitar 

 Piano and Keyboard 

 For exams or just for fun 
 

Maths and English Tuition 
 SATS / confidence building 

 Special needs 

 Ages from 5-11 years 
 

Tel: 0121 445 3523 
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Showroom and Workshop 
338 Alcester Road, Burcot,  

Bromsgrove B60 1BH 

Tel: (01527) 876200 
07710976744  

All Work  
is to the 
Highest 

Standard 

 
 

D SEELEY AND 

COMPANY 

 
 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND 

REGISTERED AUDITOR 

40 BEAR HILL, ALVECHURCH 

TELEPHONE 0121 445 2445 

Email: dseeley.co@btinternet.com 
 

We offer a comprehensive service 

including book-keeping, payroll, VAT, 

accounts and taxation for sole traders, 

partnerships, charities and  

limited companies  

 

Contact David or Susan Seeley to discuss 

how we can help you 

Registered to carry out Audit work by the 

Institute of Chartered Accountants in 

England & Wales   

THOMAS 

BROTHERS 

Funeral Directors 

Prepayment Plan,  

Private Chapels,  

"Woodland Burial" 
24 hour Personal Service 

 

A family-owned funeral directors 
offering a friendly, dignified service, 

paying attention to detail. 
 

Tel: 01527 547777 
494 Evesham Road 

Crabbs Cross, Redditch 
S.A.I.F. 

12A Red Lion Street 
Alvechurch   B48 7LF 

0121 445 3422 
S.A.I.F. 

This Month’s Cover 
 

… is a drawing by Richard Russell, junior, charting the annual 
return of migratory swifts to St Laurence Church. 

Jane Richmond writes … 
Devil Bird (aka the swift) 
Why these harbingers of summer gained names relating to 

the devil remains a mystery to us nowadays.  Perhaps it is the 
fact that they look black or maybe it’s the screaming call as 
they fly above our rooftops.  Whatever the name, the swift is 
one of my favourite birds.  These wonderful birds are only with 
us from around the end of April to some time during August 
but they are the epitome of summer.  They come to us from 
Africa each year, searching for the insects that plague us 
during the summer months.  They eat and even sleep on the 
wing (they sleep with half their brains, thus allowing them to 
sleep while they are flying) only returning to land to breed.  
These days, the majority breed in built-up areas, preferring to 
nest in the eaves of our houses using materials also collected 
on the wing.  The young are fed on balls of insects and spiders 
caught by their parents.  Their conservation status is now 
amber as numbers have decreased by about one third since 
1995 and it is hoped that mini geolocators being carried by a 
few birds will allow researchers to learn where our swifts go 
and why there are fewer of them.  If you have swifts nesting 
near you, take some time to listen to them as they wheel 
about in the sky calling to each other. 

 

Evensong 
 

St Laurence Church Choir will be singing the following 
anthems at Evensong during June: 

 

June 2nd.  Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life.  Clifford Harker 
June 16th. Lead me, Lord.  S.S. Wesley 
June 23rd. There’s a wideness in God’s mercy.  Maurice  

     Bevan. 
June 30th. Hail Gladdening Light.  Geoffrey Shaw 
 

All That Jazz 
Sue Brotherton writes … 
 

A big Thank You goes to all who helped in making The Jazz 

Night on 19th April a swinging success – namely, Pam, Dinah, 

Michael, Nancy and Mat, and, of course, to all who brought 

tickets. 
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The Leys Residential Home 

Old Birmingham Road 

Alvechurch B48 7TQ 

 

Offering a warm, welcoming and caring  

environment for later years. 

For further information, or to arrange 

a visit, please call 

0121 445 5587 

 James Giles  

& Sons 
A FAMILY OWNED FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

ESTABLISHED 1916 
 

Serving all communities 
with dignity and 
understanding 

 

 Private Chapel of Rest 

 Day and Night Service 

 Woodland Burial 

 Golden Charter and Help 
the Aged Funeral Plans 

 Catering and Floral 
Tributes 

 

Telephone 01527 872318 
24 Stourbridge Road 

Bromsgrove, Worcs, B61 0AE 

144 Years Ago 
 

The little chapel, tucked away in Chapel Lane, Rowney 
Green, is celebrating the anniversary of its founding in 1869 
on SUNDAY 9 JUNE.  In addition to the morning act of 
thanksgiving, the monthly ecumenical service will take place 
there as well, at 6.30.pm. 

 
A very warm welcome is extended by the congregation of 

Rowney Green Shared Church to all those living in Alvechurch 
to join them for a service of praise and thanksgiving to 
celebrate the one-hundred-and-forty-four years of the 
church’s existence. 

 
 

 

Can You Hear Me? 
A special day in Alvechurch for the hard of hearing is 

announced by Pat Booth. 
 
If you have a hearing loss, or know a family member, friend 

or neighbour who is experiencing hearing difficulties, come to 
a Deafness Awareness Celebration on Saturday 6 July from 
10.30.am till 3.30.pm in Alvechurch Baptist Hall. 

 
Come and enjoy sharing with people who understand the 

‘ups and downs’  of living with a hearing aid. CAN’T HEAR THE 
T.V…. MISSED THAT TELEPHONE CALL … WAS THAT SOMEONE 
AT THE DOOR? …FED-UP WITH SAYING PARDON! 

 
This will be a fun day as well as an informative day. Expect 

to be entertained as well as gaining techniques to enhance 

everyday living.  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=rowney+green&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=kBPy12592SHUmM&tbnid=e2xpdO-yEs3uZM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.somc.org.uk/churches/Bromsgrove%20and%20Redditch.html&ei=dRSSUe-YEceb0QWSk4HICQ&bvm=bv.46471029,d.d2k&psig=AFQ
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 Garden Centre 
Opening hours 

Mon-Fri 9 to 5, Sat 10 to 4 
 

  Woodwork 

Packing / assembly 

Landscaping / maintenance 
 

Support your local cha rity which offers peop le 

with special needs the opportunity to 

experience the real world of work. 

Wellesbourne Close 
Easemore Road, Redditch 
B98 8ER 
01527 69955 

WHERE NEXT 

ASSOCIATION 

 "Rectory Cottage Bed and Breakfast" 

Old Rectory Lane,  
Alvechurch 

 

offers  
warm and welcoming accommodation, 
with super breakfasts and attractive, 

spacious bedrooms.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Celia on 

0121 445 4824, or visit our website 

www. rectorycottage-alvechurch.co.uk 

 

From The Fat Controller 
 

The Model Railway Exhibition on Saturday 29 June is previewed 
by David Richmond  

I will not be wearing the black suit and top hat that Thomas’s 
Fat Controller usually wears, but someone else might be doing 
so! 

 

When you read this, the Exhibition will only be a few weeks 
away.  

 

We will have layouts of all types, from my large O gauge (7mm 
to the foot) down to N gauge (2mm to the foot). Most of the 
layouts will be OO gauge (4mm to the foot) and some of these 
will depict narrow gauge systems. Many of these layouts live in 
their owners’ houses and are quite small.  One of them lives on 
a narrow boat! 

 

Mike Wiseman will be showing his ever popular Tomy Thomas 
as usual. 

 

Our traders will be able to sell you almost anything for N gauge, 
OO gauge and O gauge; from miniature cars and buses to 
enormous American models - even some boats.  Some items 
will be new, but many will be somewhat older. 

There will be general stalls of bric a brac, and books as well to 
keep you occupied on wet evenings. 

 

Don’t forget:  Refreshments will be available all the time.  
There’s no need to go home for a midday meal. 

Do come and enjoy the fun! 
 
(A few of you may be aware that this year’s poster pays tribute 
to a very famous Southern Railway poster, but with a modern 
twist.) 
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Married in May 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A former pupil of Alvechurch Middle School, 
whose mother teaches at the school, married 
her fiancé on Saturday 4 May at St Laurence 
Church. 

 
Charlotte Louise Baxter and Adam Alan Carroll 

had known each other for ten years. The bride 
is the younger daughter of Stuart and Julie 
Baxter.   

 
She was escorted into church by her father.  

The bride wore an ivory satin, off the shoulder, 
tulle dress trimmed in satin.  She was 
accompanied by her Chief Bridesmaid, Sophie 
Baxter (sister)  and the other bridesmaids were 
Claire Allcock, Josey Bailes and Amy Rippington 
(friends) The bridesmaids wore purple, off-the-
shoulder, full length dresses, and the Flower 
Girl, Amie Bellmaine (cousin) wore an ivory 
satin, tulle dress with a purple sash.  The Page 
Boy was Tom Bellmaine (cousin). 

 
The groom chose his best friend, Charlie 

Watts, to be his Best Man, and the Ushers were 
Jonny Baxter (bride’s brother), George 
Bellmaine (cousin), Luke Carroll (groom’s 
brother) and Max Rippington (close family 
friend). 

 
After a Reception held at Ardencote Manor, 

the couple left for a honeymoon in New York 
and California.  The bride, who works as a Social 
Worker, and the groom, who is an electrician, 
will be making their married home in Tranter 
Avenue. 

A Cadbury Purple Wedding 

 

Local hairdresser, Charlotte Higley, who grew 
up in Alvechurch and attended the village 
schools, married her fiancé, Michael Jones, in 
St Laurence Parish Church on Saturday 11 May. 

 
The bride, who is the daughter of Timothy 

and Jacqueline Higley, was escorted into 
church on her father’s arm.   

 
She wore an ivory, beaded, diamante, ankle-

length dress with a medium train and carried a 
bouquet of ivory roses and purple fuchsias.   

 
She was accompanied by her chief 

bridesmaid, Tonya Breeze and Flower Girl 
Rebecca Milton (niece) and Page Boy, Lewis 
Jones (son).   

 
The bridesmaids wore Cadbury-purple, 

strapless, ankle-length dresses with diamante 
decoration. 

 
The groom chose his friend Kevin Kavanagh, 

to be his Best Man and the Ushers were 
Michael Fox and Mark Wood (friends). 

 
After a reception at The Red Lion, 

Alvechurch, the couple will be making their 

married home in West Heath. 
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Meteorological Mirror Of Marriage 

When Lucy Diana Campbell married Lewis 
Richard Rogers on Saturday 11 May in St 
Laurence Church, the bride had to dodge the 
raindrops as she arrived at the church, listen to 
the rain hammering on the church roof during 
the service, and then walk out of church into a 
sun-filled churchyard with all the freshness of a 
beautiful Spring day.  

 
The couple, who have known each other for 

ten years, met at university.  The bride is the 
daughter of Adrian and Elizabeth Campbell who 
live at Tealby, Lincolnshire.  She was escorted 
into church on the arm of her father and wore 
an antique gold lace dress designed by 
Charlotte Balbier.  She was accompanied by  her 
friend from university days, Hannah Parsons, 
plus Lucy Rogers (groom’s sister) and Geraldine 
Cordes (school friend).  The bridesmaids wore 
chestnut chiffon dresses. 

 
The groom chose Mark Oeguara, whom he 

had known since school days,  as his Best Man, 
and the Ushers were Iain Campbell and James 
Campbell (bride’s brothers) and Justin Gardner 
(university friend). 

 
Music was provided by a string trio. 
 
After a reception held at Woodlands, Coopers 

Hill, Alvechurch, the couple left for a 
honeymoon in California and Mexico.  They will 
be making their married home in Hollington 
Road, Alvechurch. 

Open Garden 
 

Celia Hitch is opening her garden at Rectory 
Cottage, Old Rectory Lane, Alvechurch, for the 
National Garden Scheme on Sunday 9th June 
from 1.00pm till 6.00pm.   

 

All are welcome. Come along and enjoy 
the  river garden and sit in the courtyard and 
enjoy the home-made cakes and tea!    Further 
details from Celia on 0121 445 4824. 

 

Village Messy Church  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The summer Messy Church is on SATURDAY 

15 JUNE. If you haven’t yet joined us, come and 
give it a go! . 

 

We can promise fun, activities for all, a good 
story and a tea with friends. Come at 2.30pm 
and have tea at 4pm. Mums, Dads, Aunts, 
Uncles and Grandparents are all part of this get-
together.  

 

There is no charge but donations are always 
welcome. Contact Martin or Pat for further 
information. 0121 445 1985 

 

Self Defence 
A 4-week Ladies Basic Self Defence Course 

starts at The Ark on Wednesday 3rd July at 
7pm. This is not a Martial arts course.  It is a 
specifically designed system of Self Defence and 
Self Protection. It can help avoid conflict and 
enable people to confidently stand up for 
themselves in difficult situations. For more 
Information Contact: pmar2711@yahoo.co.uk 
or call 07500693452.(after 5pm) 
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My Favourite Bible Story 
 
 
This month Gilbert Eastham shares his liking for The Parable  
of the Prodigal Son recorded in St Luke’s Gospel, chapter 15,         

verses 11 to 32. 
 

There was a man who had two sons. 
The younger son asked his father for his share of the 

inheritance, and his father handed the property over to him. 
The younger son left home and squandered his share on wild living, and soon became destitute; 

so he hired himself out for poorly paid work. He realized that his father’s servants were more 
prosperous than he, and vowed he would return home and admit to his father that he had badly 
misbehaved and ask for his forgiveness.  

His father saw the son returning, and without hesitation gave him a great welcome. The father 
called for a great feast in celebration of his son’s repentance and return home, having previously 
been thought lost. 

The elder brother could not accept why this should be, and why his father was so pleased. He 
argued that he had been faithful and loyal to his father, and had not even been given the 
opportunity to provide a meal for his friends. 

His father’s response was that he had never lost him and that he had always been in his love 
and care, but now that his brother had returned to his love and care he wanted to celebrate his 
return. 

The parable appeals to me; for it is so apt in this age when we are too quick to judge what is fair 
and demand our rights. The story tells us we should be satisfied with our own situation and be 
glad for others. 

We must leave it to the Lord to make the judgements and not we ourselves. We should then 
accept the consequences. 

The Lord is always pleased to accept the repentant. 
 
 

New Editor 
 
 

The new Editor of The Grapevine Magazine is Ian Price.  He can be 
contacted by email at thearkalvechurch@yahoo.co.uk  or in person at 

The Ark Office, Mondays to Fridays from 9.00.am to 1.00.pm.   
 

All  copy for the July Grapevine should be sent to him. 
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The Rededication of the Bells 
Geoff Franklin gives details of this month’s grand rededication 

of the newly-refurbished church bells and a few other odds and 
ends. 

 
 

It seems a long time ago but our Table Top Sale ran very well and we raised nearly £400 for the 
Bells.  

Even though we've done the bulk of the restoration work now there are still a few things to be 
finished off so we'll be carrying on with our fundraising, albeit at a slower pace now. We have 
commissioned a small plaque to commemorate the event and we've had a book printed to record 
the work that's been done. We'd also like to get a proper carpet in the tower and to give the walls 
a fresh coat of paint just to finish it all off.  

After that we know that the clock will need a little attention. We've dealt with the internal 
mechanism but the hands need to come off so that the bearings on the dials outside can be 
greased properly. This can't be done by someone balancing on a ladder so whilst we've got the 
scaffolding up it would be nice to restore the dials with some new paint and gilding. 

Our next event though is the service of dedication for the bells on SATURDAY 15 JUNE. The 

Bishop of Worcester will take the service and will formally dedicate the bells in the service of the 

church. The service starts at 11:00 and afterwards there will be refreshments in the Ark with a 

display showing some of what you've helped us achieve. Everyone who's helped and supported us 

over the past six years is very welcome to attend. 

St Laurence Churchyard 

Help is needed in the churchyard, writes Andy Humphries 

Spring and early Summer in the Churchyard seems to mean rain every year. You can almost see 

the grass growing day by day!   The churchyard maintenance team has been hard at work with 

mowers and strimmers, fighting to keep the main areas looking tidy, but they would appreciate a 

little extra help this Summer.   Why ?  Well, in 2013, St Laurence’s Church has been invited to 

enter the Worcestershire Best Kept Churchyard competition organized by the Campaign to 

Protect Rural England (CPRE). So, it’s even more important that the place looks its best !   

Weather permitting, some maintenance work usually happens on Tuesday mornings; but our 

volunteers do an hour or two on other days from time to time to suit their other 

commitments.   All tools are provided: mowers and strimmers, hedge-cutter, leaf collector and 

smaller tools. There’s something to suit all ages and abilities. And there’s usually a coffee 

break!  All you need to bring is a pair of gloves. There is no obligation to come on a regular 

basis.  If you could manage just the occasional visit, we’d be more than grateful. 

If you feel you could help, have a word with me (445-5955) or Ian Price in The Ark (447-7955). 
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Obituaries 
 

Doreen Lillian Lloyd 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A former resident of Tanyard Close, who 

served in The Land Army and was Licensee of 
five public houses, died  on  8 May at the age of 
89. 

 
Doreen Lillian Lloyd was born in Nursery 

Road, Aston, the second child of Bill and Alice 
Wright.  She had one brother, Billy, who 
predeceased her. 

In 1945, during the Second World War she 
married Ted Lloyd and their marriage spanned 
thirty-seven years, until Ted’s death in 1982. 
 

She was the mother of three children—Diane, 
Dawn and Dean—grandmother to five 
grandchildren—Maxine, Matthew, Chantelle, 
Wayne and Samantha—and great-grandmother 
to seven great-grandchildren—Evan, Edward, 
Josie, James, Jasmine, Jake and Ruby.  She was 
known affectionately as ”supergran”. 

 
As a child she endured three occasions when 

her home was bombed and she had to be dug 
out of the rubble.  In 1944 she enlisted in The 
Land Army and moved to Ross-on-Wye where 
she worked on the land for three years.  In later 
life she was presented with an official broach in 
recognition of her wartime service. 

 

After attending St George’s School, Hockley, 
she worked in various Birmingham factories: 
Cannings, Leaks in Livery Street, Clear Hooters 
in Hampton Street, Swallow Raincoats (where 
she was a machinist) and Hollanders (making 
Bren guns). 

 
After the War she and her husband became 

the licensees of a number of Birmingham Public 
Houses: The White Horse in McDonald Street, 
The Ivy Green in Ladywood (where her Thursday 
night faggots and peas attracted queues of 
customers), The Beehive on Soho Hill, The 
Navigation in The Parade and The Summerfield 
Tavern in Summer Row.  Next followed  years as 
a Club Stewardess at Ladywood Social Club, 
Saltly Amateur Gardeners Club and, in 1972, The 
British Aluminium Social Club in Redditch. 

 
She will be remembered as a resourceful and 

creative person, with a listening ear and always 
willing to give sound advice.  She was direct and 
honest in her manner and was a fun-person to 
be with. 

 
Her funeral was held at Redditch 

Crematorium on Monday 20 May and the 
hymns sung were The Lord’s my shepherd and I 
vow to thee my country, 

PRAYER FOR THE MONTH 
 
Support us, O Lord, all the day long of 

this troublous life, that when the shades 
lengthen and the evening comes, the busy 
world is hushed, the fever of life is over, 
and our work is do 

ne; then, Lord, in your mercy, grant us 
safe lodging, a holy rest and peace at the 
last; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

Attributed to Cardinal John Henry New-
man 



Page 16 

 
 

Janet Christine Hartill 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A lady who battled with polio throughout her 
childhood and went on to revel in being a 
grandmother of her grandson at Bordesley, died 
on 17 April at the age of 69. 

 

Janet Christine Hartill was one of three 
children born into  family in Handsworth.  She is 
survived by her sister, Pauline, and her brother, 
Jeff. Throughout her childhood she was in and 
out of hospital on account of polio.. 

In 1964, at the age of 21, she married Brian 
Hartill and they shared 49 years together.  She 
was the mother of Gaynor and Jane and 
grandmother to Morgan. 

 

She had numerous jobs during her life.  
Starting in her father’s Shoe Repair Shop she 
moved into the offices at Paynes & Osbournes. 
She undertook a stint as an Avon Lady in the 
Lodge Park district of Redditch. She then 
exchanged the fragrance of perfume for cooking 
oil of a Fish and Chip Shop before finally finding 
her niche at Terry Springs in Redditch.  She 
greatly enjoyed the company and 
commoradarie of her fellow workers and was 
sad when the company closed.  However, her 
talents were not wasted, because she then 
undertook to act as a nanny to her grandson, 
Morgan, whom she adored. 

Following her marriage she lived for five years 
in Bournville Lane, Stirchley, before moving to 
Lodge Hill,Redditch in 1969.  She was a member 
of the Lodge Park Club and also the Greenlands 
and Studley Road Clubs. 

She will be remembered as a hard worker 
who possessed great inner strength. She had a 

good sense of humour and put the needs of 
others before her own . 

 

Her funeral was held at Redditch 
Crematorium on Monday 29 April and the 
hymns sung were All things bright and beautiful 
and Love divine, all loves excelling. 

 

Doreen Elsie Sharpe 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A lady who devoted her life to her husband 

and home, and who moved into Brookside 
Close two years ago, died unexpectedly at the 
end of April at the age of 83. 

 

Doreen Elsie Sharpe was born into a very 
large family in Ladywood.  She was one of ten 
children.  She is survived by her sisters Lavinia 
and Pearle. 

 

In 1949 she married Leonard Sharpe and she 
devoted the remaining sixty-four years of her 
life to caring for him and fashioning a home and 
garden of which they could be proud. 

 

She was the mother of two sons, Alan and 
Stuart, three grandchildren – Steven, Lee and 
Zoe – and two great-grandchildren – Harvey 
and Olivia. 

 

She had various homes during her lifetime.  
Commencing in Morville Street, Ladywood, 
where she lived for eight years, she moved into 
Edgehill Road, West Heath in 1957.   

 

She remained there for thirty-one-years 
before moving to Upton-on-Severn, where she 
lived for twenty-three years.  In 2011 she 
moved into Brookside Close. 
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  Her interests were boating at Stourport-on-
Severn, winters in Portugal and gardening. 

 

She will be remembered as a happy, laughing 
person who enjoyed meeting people.  She had a 
good memory and was kindly disposed towards 
other people. 

 

Her funeral was held in Redditch 
Crematorium on Tuesday 30 April and the 
hymns sung were Morning has broken and 
Abide with me. 

 

Michael John Higgs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A man who moved to Buckleys Green, 

Alvechurch thirteen years ago and was a 
member of the County Darts Team, died on 18 
April at the age of 72. 

 

Michael John Higgs was born at Northfield.  
His sister Margaret, predeceased him. 

 

In 1962 he married Jeanette and they shared 
seventeen years together.  He was the father of 
three children – Paul, Andrew and Claire – and 
grandfather to five grandchildren – Samantha, 
James, Leanne, Sophie and Grace. 

 

He began his working life as a milkman before 
moving to Garringtons. Then he turned to the 
transport business and worked for Harris 
Coaches for a number of years before becoming 
an articulated lorry driver for firms such as 
Stobbart’s.  He enjoyed his work and continued 
until he was sixty-eight years old. 

 

He lived in Bromsgrove town, Lincoln Street, 
Sidemoor and Catshill before moving to 
Alvechurch thirteen years ago.  His interests 
included darts and he played for the County 
Darts Team.  He also enjoyed Greyhound Racing 
and walking. 

He will be remembered as a laid-back person, 
who lived for the day with little thought for the 

morrow.  He was deeply attached to his 

grandchildren. 
 

His funeral was held at Redditch Crematorium 
on Wednesday 1 May and his cremated remains 
were later interred in Catshill Churchyard. 

 

Gwendolen Ivy Greenaway 

A lady who excelled at sport in her younger 
days and spent the last three-and-a-half years 
of her life in The Lawns Residential Home, died 
on 30 April at the age of 94. 

Gwendolen Ivy Greenaway was an only child 
born in Reading.  Whilst at school she met her 
husband-to-be, Bill Greenaway, and they 
married in 1940.  They went on to share sixty-
six years together prior to his death in 2006.  
She was the mother of one daughter, Janice, 
and grandmother to three grandchildren: Lucy, 
Emma and Thomas.  Following the death of her 
daughter’s husband, she played a big part in her 
grandchildren’s upbringing. 

After leaving school she undertook secretarial 
work for Ernest Francis & Sons, chartered 
accountants of Reading.  She remained with the 
company for fifty years. 

She lived in Reading until 1986 – a total of 
seventy years.  She was a keen hockey and 
tennis player and supported her husband’s 
cricketing interest by acting as one of the 
cricket tea ladies. 

In 1986 she moved to Blackwell to be near her 
daughter.  She joined Barnt Green Tennis Club 
and Hewell Bowling Club at Tardebigge.  In 2010 
she moved to The Lawns. 

She will be remembered as a reserved, 
conscientious and ever-grateful person who 
was content with her well-ordered life. 

Her funeral was held at Redditch 
Crematorium on Monday 20 May and the 
hymns sung were Dear Lord and Father of 
mankind, Abide with me and Love divine all 
loves excelling. 
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From The Registers 

Funerals and Cremations 
May they rest in the peace of Christ 
April 29  Janet Christine Hartill  aged 69 
April 30  Doreen Elsie Sharpe  aged 83 
May 1  Michael John Higgs   aged 72 
May 20  Gwendolen Ivy Greenaway  aged 94 
May 20  Doreen Lillian Lloyd   aged 89 

Marriages 
Those whom God has joined together 
 

May 4  Adam Carroll and Charlotte Baxter 
May 11  Michael Jones and Charlotte Higley 
May 11  Lewis Rogers and Lucy Campbell 

  2nd June 9th June 16th June 30th June 23rd June 

Sanctuary Wedding  Albert Whurr    

Lady Chapel Wedding       

In Memory of Hannah and 

Liam 

 In memory of 

June 

  

Flowers 
Rota for June 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Baptisms 
We welcome you into the Lord’s family 
 
April 28  Michael John Hartland Hinton Avenue 
April 28  Archie Dylan Bushell Church Hill North 
April 28  Evie Mae Shipley  Stoke Prior 
April 28  Archie Jackson Harris Southcrest 

The flowers in church on the weekend of 2nd June will be celebrating the wedding of Hannah 
Wolstencroft and Liam Hall. The flowers in the Sanctuary on the 16th June are given by Albert 
Whurr in memory of his late wife June. I am looking for some help with flowers for the remainder 
of the month as will be seen from the above rota.  Please get in touch if you are able to assist. 

Ann Thurrell  0121 447 7668 
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Rector Revd David Martin, The Rectory, School Lane 445 1087 

       davidmartin@lynkserve.net 
Licensed Lay Ministers Mr Dick Russell, 2 Gothic Cottages, Radford Rd 445 3083 

  Ms Sue Phillips Withybed Green 445 3620 
Authorised Lay Ministers Mrs Helena Allen,  117 Birmingham road 445 5605 

 Mr Phil Burgess Highlands, School Lane, 447 7468 

 Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 

 Ms Gloria Wilson, 11 Bear Hill Drive 445 1854 

 Mrs Philippa Brakes, 56 Callow Hill Road 445 3983 
 Mrs Lynne Clark, The Coach House, School Lane 445 2547 
 Mrs Jayne Burgess, Highlands, School Lane 447 7468 
 Mrs Annette Thomas 8 Snake Lane 445 5180 

Churchwardens Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane. 445 2547 

 Mr Mick Fletcher , 52 Callow Hill Road 445 6431 

Deputy Wardens Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road,   01527 64077 
 Mr Andy Humphries, Sunnymead, Station Road 445 5955 

  Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane 445 3569 
  Mrs Alison Smith, 12 Hollington Road 447 7293 

PCC Secretary Mrs Enid Brumsen 32 Callow Hill Road 445 0663  
PCC Treasurer Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane  445 2547 

Organist & Choirmaster Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane 445 3569 

Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Janet Wright, 28 Callow Hill Road 445 4335 
Tower Captain Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road 01527 64077 
Singing Group Mrs Lynda Wolstencroft  49 Hinton Avenue Tel:  445 3212 

Mum’s the Word Mrs Liz Deeble, 24 Glebe Road 07903 961511 
Flower Co-ordinator Mrs Ann Thurrell, Top Barn, Scarfield Hill 447 7668 

Women’s Fellowship Mrs Jill Woolley, 111 Birmingham Road 445 2125 
Ark Booking Secretary ) Mr Ian Price, the Ark School Lane, 447 7955 

& Grapevine advertising  )      thearkalvechurch@yahoo.co.uk 

Grapevine Editor)  
  

Finance and Standing Committee  Task Committee  

David Martin Graham Clark Alison Smith Jeremy Roberts 
Mike Fletcher Alison Smith Lynne Clark Sue Phillips 

Bob Dale Jeremy Roberts  Bob Dale  

Children and Youth   Churchyard  
Martin Allen Mike Fletcher Bob Dale Andy Humphries 
Pat Booth  Mike Fletcher  
  Peru and Missionary 

Buildings and Fabric  Sue Phillips Dick Russell 
Mick Fletcher Colin Bennett Sue Brotherton Margaret Haste 

David Richmond Jill Woolley Worship   
Janet Wright Barbara Scane Martin Allen 
  Graham Clark Enid Brumsen 
  David Richmond   

PCC Special Responsibilities 

Who’s who 
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Calendar 
 
 
 

JUNE 

 
 

Sunday 2 2.30.pm  Footpath Walk from Clent Hills Visitors’ Centre 
 
Monday 3 7.45.pm  Historical Society: The Rise and Fall of the Royal E

    nfield Car 
  7.30.pm  Women in the Life of Jesus: The Village Hall 
 
Thursday 6 12.30.pm The Ark Café re-opens: Cold Salad Buffet or Hot 

     Meal 
 
Sunday 9 6.30.pm  Rowney Green Shared Church Anniversary 
 
Saturday 15 11.00.am REDEDICATION OF THE CHURCH BELLS: The Bishop 

    of Worcester 
  2.30.pm  Messy Church: The Ark 
  3.00.pm  Rowney Green Annual Rose Show: The Peace Hall 
 
Sunday 16 JULY GRAPEVINE GOES TO RPESS 
  9.30.am  Fathers’ Day Service: St Laurence Church 
 
Wednesday 26 2.00.pm  Women’s Fellowship: Affordable Wedding and 

    Events 
 

Thursday 27 10.15.am Tiny Tots Service: St Laurence Church 
 
Saturday 29 10.30.am Model Railway Exhibition: The Ark and Church 

HARLEQUIN PRINT LTD, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Park, Birmingham, B30 3HZ. 
Tel: 0121 459 3454  FAX: 0121 458 3089  Email: sales@harlequinprint.co.uk 


