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St Laurence Church 
Alvechurch 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

8.00.am Holy Communion 
9.30.am Family Service 

with Holy Communion on the 1st Sunday 
and Baptisms on the 4th Sunday 

11.00.am Parish Eucharist 
6.00.pm Evensong 

 

At Rowney Green Shared Church 
9.30.am Methodist/Anglican Service 

with Holy Communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month 
 

DAILY SERVICE 
 

9.00.am Monday to Friday 
In St Laurence Church 

 

ORGANISATIONS 
 

Sunday Club  Sundays at 9.30.am in the church and Ark (445 1854) 
 

Forget-me-not  Alternate Mondays at 1.30.pm in The Ark (445 3620) 
 

Choir   Thursdays at 7.45.pm in church (445 3569) 
 

Bellringers  Sundays at 10.30.am and 5.30.pm 
   Tuesday Practice at 7.30.pm (01527 64077) 

 

Women’s Fellowship 4th Wednesday of the month at 2.00.pm  
   in Tanyard Lane Community Centre (445 2125) 
 

Mum’s the Word Thursdays at 9.30.am  in The Ark (07876390154) 
 

Ark Café  Thursdays during term time at 12.15.pm (447 7017) 
 

Home Group  Thursday, 7.30.pm at the Coach House (445 2547) 
 

Messy Church  Bimonthly on a Saturday in The Ark (445 1985) 
 

THE ARK 
Enquiries to Ian Price 0121 447 7955 

 
Registered as a Charity in England and Wales: Charity Number 1131783 



Page 3 

My dear friends 
 

I have numbered many homosexual men 
amongst my friends over the years.  I have 
invariably found them excellent company, 
bringing a sparkle and vivacity to life, and the 
cause of much laughter and fun. 

 

I have known many homosexual priests and 
greatly admired their ministries.  It seems to 
me that such men have channelled their 
latent sexuality into their vocation and 
worked with tireless energy and dedication 
for the kingdom of God. 

 

I mention this to affirm I am in no way 
homophobic.  Far from it.  But I have to say I 
feel very ill at ease about David Cameron and 
Nick Clegg’s proposal to give homosexual civil 
partnerships the status of marriage. 

 

The dictionary defines marriage as “the 
state or relationship of being husband and 
wife; a legal union or contract made by a man 
and woman to live as husband and wife.” 

 

When Jesus was quizzed about marriage, he 
quoted the opening chapters of the book of 
Genesis that deal with the creation of the 
world. 

 

 “In the beginning, at the time of creation, 
‘God made them male and female,’ as the 
scripture says, ‘And for this reason a man will 
leave his father and mother and unite with his 
wife, and the two will become one.’ So they 
are no longer two but one.  Man must not 
separate, then, what God has joined 
together.” [Mark 10:6-9] 

 

Jesus clearly regarded the marriage of a 
man and a woman as God’s intention when 
He created human beings.  It stands to sense 
this must have been God’s intention. If God 
had intended same-sex unions the human 
race would soon have died out.   

The marriage of a husband and wife is the 
bedrock on which western civilization has 
been built.  There is no better way to bring 
children into the world and give them the 
security and unconditional love they need so 
they can become mature and balanced 
individuals.  To give same-sex partnerships 
the status of marriage is to undermine the 
very institution on which western civilization 
has been built.   

 
Also, it gives a very confusing message to 

young people growing up in today’s world. 
 
Many young people go through a 

homosexual phase in their development.  
There is nothing unusual about this.  We can 
argue about the causes, but environment, 
psychological harm inflicted by members of 
the opposite sex and many other factors can 
contribute to this condition.  However, the 
majority of people grow out of this phase in 
their sexual development.  And the main 
reason this happens is because they see the 
God-given ideal of marriage as the way in 
which people find sexual fulfilment and love.  
My fear is that, by legalising same-sex unions, 
young people will be given a very confused 
message about their sexuality and will 
become locked in a homosexual phase. 

 
I think it is sad that the bishops of the 

Church of England have been so strangely 
silent on this issue.  The Church of England is, 
after all, the church of the nation. It has been 
left to Roman Catholic bishops to take up the 
cudgels and challenge this latest attack upon 
Christian marriage.  Perhaps it is because 
none of us wants to hurt those of a 
homosexual disposition, or appear unloving; 
but there comes a time when one has to 
condemn the sin whilst loving the sinner.   

The Rector Writes... 

    Marriage  
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Now is the time for those who cherish marriage to speak 
out and defend it from this latest attack.  I am pleased to 
see that over 250,000 people have already signed a petition 
to this effect.  I hope many more will feel moved to do so, 
so that a clear signal can be sent to Messrs Cameron and 
Clegg that this is not the way forward. 

 
With all best wishes 
Yours in Christ 
 
DAVID MARTIN 

Stepping Into The Breach 

 

Margaret Gardner  writes… 
 

Unfortunately, Mr Michael Miles, the booked speaker for 
the April meeting of the Alvechurch Historical Society, was 
unable to come as he was hospitalised.  However, Mr 
Richard Churchly stepped into the breach at the last 
moment and told us about Folklore and Songs.  It was a very 
enjoyable evening and we joined him in singing the chorus of 
many songs.  He told us the history of the songs and how 
they had changed over the years to suit the locality and 
history of the times.  He played the accordion, cittern and 
guitar. 

 

We have a change of venue for our summer outing on 
THURSDAY 12 JULY.  We were to have gone to Hartlebury 
Castle but they have doubled-booked and we cannot now be 
accommodated.  They are also unsure whether they will be 
closing at the end of season or not. 

 

Our Booking Secretary, Jeanette Farrall, was soon on the 
ball and has booked us for The Winterbourne House and 
Gardens at the University of Birmingham in Edgbaston Park 
Road.  We are going on the same day and time and the price 
will be the same. 

We will discuss the precise arrangements at our May 
meeting. If anyone needs transport we will try and arrange 
it.  Jeanette is finding out if we can purchase refreshments 
whilst there. 

 

Our speaker on MONDAY 7 MAY is Mr Neville Billington.  
He will be talking about Travellers of the Upper Saltway. 

There is plenty of car parking at the Catholic School in 
School Lane, with their kind permission.  I hope to see you 
then.   Margaret Gardner (0121 445 1649). 
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Best Foot Forward  

BANNOCKS
MEMORIALS

REDDITCH

Five generations of
guaranteed quality

manufacturing and service
from a family business

All aspects of
Monumental

Masonry

Showroom at
95a Mount Pleasant

Redditch
B97 4HZ

01527 550229

(Home visits if required)

The Ark Café reopened on Thursday 26 April.  The 
forthcoming menus are: 
 

May 3    Gammon and Parsley Sauce 
May 10    Roast Lamb 
May 17    Salmon 
May 24    Somerset Chicken 
May 31    Diamond Jubilee Celebration: Buffet and     

    Entertainment 
 

The Diamond Jubilee celebration will include two 
entertainment slots, including singing to celebrate both the 
Diamond Jubilee and Britain’s Heritage.  In between the 
entertainment, a sumptuous luncheon buffet will be served.  
This is a ticket only occasion.  Tickets cost £10 and are 
available on Thursdays at the Ark Café or from Veronica 
Rogers on 0121 447 7017. 

 

If you buy a ticket for the Diamond Jubilee celebration, you 
will be automatically entered in a special prize draw.  

There will be four lucky ticket holders, each winning a prize. 
The draw will take place on THURSDAY 31 May.  

Tastebud Teasers 

The next Alvechurch Village Society Walk is on SUNDAY 13 
MAY (Note, this is the 2nd Sunday in the month).  Mary Green 
will be leading a walk through Beaconwood and adjoining 
fields looking at spring wildlife and bluebells.  Walkers are 
asked to meet at Monument Lane Car Park, Lickey (off the 
B4096) for a 2.30pm start.  Mary’s contact details are 0121 
445 5957. 

  
There will be two walks in June. The traditional AVS walk 

will be on SUNDAY 10 JUNE (Please note this is the second 
Sunday in the month).  It will be led by Sue Phillips who can 
be contacted on 0121 445 3620.  Walkers should meet at 
Waseley Hills Visitor Centre (where a small parking fee is 
payable) for a 2.30pm start.  The walk will include part of the 
Illey Way through Romsley. 

 
The second walk in June will be led by Mary Green on 

SUNDAY 3 JUNE, as part of the Jubilee celebrations.  Walkers 
should meet in the Tanyard Lane Car Park for a 2.30pm start.  
The walk will be around Alvechurch, looking at the history 
and wildlife of the village. 



Page 6 

 

 

Burcot Grange 
Residential 

Care Setting for 
the Elderly 

 
A unique blend of luxury  country  house 
living and quality  forward thinking  care, 
Burcot Grange is the perfect place for 
retirement living. 
 

Long term care 
 

Individua lly designed independent liv ing 

suites 
 

Short stay convalescent and holiday 

accommodation 
 

For more information or to arrange a visit 
go to  www.burcotgrange.com  

Burcot Grange, 23 Greenhill, Burcot, 
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, B60 1BJ. 

0121 445 5552 admin@burcotgrange.com  

Ex-Services Association 
Arthur Pearsall writes … 
 

Members have recently lost 
two RAF comrades with the 
passing of Bob Hunt and 
Granville Baker.  They were 
both stalwart supporters of 
the Association since its early 
days.  Bob was stationed for 
most of his National Service at 
Gloucester, whereas 
Granville, who was a short 
service Regular – (much more 
pay!) – served in Iran, Aman, 
Jordan and finally the Canal 
Zone of Egypt whilst with the 
RAF Regiment.  Rest in peace, 
comrades. 

 

Members have enjoyed a 
couple of entertaining social 
events since our last report, 
which, together with 
scrummy food provided by 
our caterers, has been well-
received.  Now we are looking 
forward to our summer 
outings. 

 

We will be visiting the 
delightful cities of Wells and 
Bath on WEDNESDAY 16 MAY, 

leaving the village at 09.00 
hours.  Wells, of course, is the 
smallest English city, with, in 
addition to its cathedral, 
many fine buildings.  Bath, 
with its Abbey and blend of 
Roman and Georgian 
splendour, gives the air of a 
living museum.  Plus the 
shops, ladies!  If interested in 
joining us, please contact 
Auriel on 0121 445 2395, for 
availability of seats. 

 

Finally, those of us who 
lived through the dark days of 
1939-1945 will need no 
reminding that TUESAY 8 MAY 
is the Anniversary of VE Day, 
when we should all remember 
the sacrifices made by so 
many to give us our freedom.   

 
The Association will 

remember them with a 
gathering at the Memorial 
Green at 12.00 hours, when 
we invite Villagers to join us 
as we pay our respects to 
those to whom we owe so 
very much. 

Trains And Boats And Planes 

David Richmond writes … 
 
This year’s Model Railway 

Exhibition is on Saturday 7 
July.  

 
If you have any toy trains, 

cars, buses, Meccano, etc 
that you are thinking of 
throwing out, please let me 

know. Condition is 
unimportant. Even odd bits 
can be useful.  

 
All proceeds from the show 

this year will go to the Bell 
Fund. 

 
I can be contacted on 0121 

445 3569 
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Kathryn Collinson 
BA Hons, BEd Hons, ALCM 

 
Lessons 

from 
20 minutes 

to 
1 hour 

 
 
Music tuition – All Styles 
 Classical, Bass and Electric Guitar 

 Piano and Keyboard 

 For exams or just for fun 
 

Maths and English Tuition 
 SATS / confidence building 

 Special needs 

 Ages from 5-11 years 
 

Tel: 0121 445 3523 
 

Huntleys 

Funeral Services 

Serving your community for 130 years 
 

Your local family orientated funeral directors 

of distinction, offering a traditional and caring 
service with attention to detail 

FOR 24 HOUR IMMEDIATE 

ATTENTION 

01527 892900 

    12 Feckenham Road   
Astwood Bank 

Branch also at 

58 Ipsley Street , Redditch 

01527 62106 
Providers of the Perfect Choice Funeral Plan 

 

 

 

 

The Use Of Wild Flowers 
Rowney Green Horticultural Society is welcoming Mary 

Green, well known for her interesting articles in The Village 
Magazine, to its meeting on THURSDAY 10 MAY at 7.45pm in 
Rowney Green Village Hall.  She will be speaking about the wild 
flowers of Worcestershire and their uses. 

 

On the following afternoon, Mary will lead a walk around 
Rowney Green identifying local wild flowers. 

 

Mary is the last speaker at the Horticultural Society until 
September, but a lovely programme of guided summer visits 
has been arranged by our secretary, Janet Burnett. Also, there 
is the Rose Show on SATURDAY 16 JUNE and the Main Show on 
SATURDAY 1 SEPTEMBER.  Enquires can be addressed to 
Andrea Halse on 0121 445 1929  

Can You Here Me? 
Pat Booth writes … 
 

Friends who understand the experience of a hearing loss will 
be meeting together at Tanyard Community Centre on 
WEDNESDAY 16 MAY. You are very welcome to join us. We look 
at ways we have discovered to improve our quality of life and 
to share with humour and positive attitudes the way in which 
we all learn to cope with a hearing world. 

We come together on the 3rd Wednesday morning of each 
month at 10.30am. For further information, contact me on 
0121 445 1985. 

 

If you are wondering who we are then come to the Meadows 
on Jubilee Monday and meet us. (Spot the hearing aids!) 

Time Off And Time Out 
Pat Booth writes … 
 

The next VILLAGE MESSY CHURCH is on SATURDAY 12 MAY 
2012 from 3.30.pm to 5.30.pm in The Ark. 

 

It is an opportunity for  ‘all-age families’ to have time to relax 
together and enjoy being Messy. There is something for 
everyone. Participate in a story and then sit down to a meal 
together. It is ‘time off’ and’ time out’ from your busy working 
week. I look forward to seeing you. 

 

By the way…if you wonder what Village Messy Church is all 
about, why not join us for a ‘taster’ on Jubilee Monday in the 
Meadows…come rain or shine!!! 
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The Power Hour At The Ark 

 

 

Showroom and Workshop 
338 Alcester Road, Burcot,  

Bromsgrove B60 1BH 

Tel: (01527) 876200 
07710976744  

All Work  
is to the 
Highest 

Standard 

 
 

D SEELEY AND 

COMPANY 

 
 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND 

REGISTERED AUDITOR 

40 BEAR HILL, ALVECHURCH 

TELEPHONE 0121 445 2445 

Email: dseeley.co@btinternet.com 
 

We offer a comprehensive service 

including book-keeping, payroll, VAT, 

accounts and taxation for sole traders, 

partnerships, charities and  

limited companies  

 

Contact David or Susan Seeley to discuss 

how we can help you 

Registered to carry out Audit work by the 

Institute of Chartered Accountants in 

England & Wales   

THOMAS 

BROTHERS 

Funeral Directors 

Prepayment Plan,  

Private Chapels,  

"Woodland Burial" 
24 hour Personal Service 

 

A family-owned funeral directors 
offering a friendly, dignified service, 

paying attention to detail. 
 

Tel: 01527 547777 
494 Evesham Road 

Crabbs Cross, Redditch 
S.A.I.F. 

12A Red Lion Street 
Alvechurch   B48 7LF 

0121 445 3422 
S.A.I.F. 

 
 
 
 
A new Lindsey Allen Fitness Class, entitled ‘The Power Hour,’ 

comes to The Ark, starting on WEDNESDAY 2 MAY from 6pm to 
7pm.  The class runs weekly and costs just £4. 

 

Imagine a fitness class that combines the mental focus and 
breathing of Yoga, the core muscle development of Pilates, the 
high-energy fat-burning of Aerobics, and the muscle 
conditioning of resistance-training. You are imagining the Hour 
of Power. 

 

The most exciting & dynamic full body workout on the UK 
fitness scene, this unique class utilises dumbbells aiming to 
help people bring into balance their upper and lower body 
capacities to achieve a true total body fitness. You’ll love this 
incredibly addictive, proven effective and certainly the most 
fun workout you’ll get in one hour! 

 

Who is Lindsey Allen? 
With more than 10 years’ experience as a Gym Manager, 

Personal Trainer and Studio Instructor, Lindsey Allen arrives in 
Bromsgrove from a successful career at BBC Fitness Centres in 
London. She offers a variety of community classes including 
high energy, fat-burning and body conditioning. 

 

More for details contact Lindsey on 07899 686263 or e-mail - 
lindseycallen@yahoo.co.uk. Full details of all the classes are on 
the website - www.lindseyallenfitness.co.uk 

A God’s Eye View 
Ascension Day, which this year is on THURSDAY 17 MAY, 

always separates the men from the boys – and the women 
from the girls, for that matter.  Who is able to rise and be in St 
Laurence Church at 7.00.am on that day?  Yes, seven o’clock in 
the morning! 

 

Following local custom, the Ascension of Christ into heaven 
will be celebrated with an early morning service in church, 
followed by an ascent of the church tower where prayers will 
be said over the parish and an Ascensiontide hymn sung.  
Then, by way of reward, a full English breakfast is served in 
The Ark.  All are welcome.  Just sign up on the notice in the 
church porch if you are able to come. 

http://www.lindseyallenfitness.co.uk/
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Chapel In The Valley 
The beautiful, secluded little chapel in Rowney Green is the 

idyllic setting for this month’s united service organised by 
Churches Together in Alvechurch and Rowney Green.  The 
service is on SUNDAY 13 MAY at 6.30.pm and will be led by 
the Revd Barrie Cooke, the Methodist minister in charge of 
the chapel.  The building seats approximately forty-five peo-
ple and so worshippers are guaranteed a cosy experience.  
There is even coffee and tea served in the adjoining room 
after the service.  What better place could one be on a Sun-
day evening in May than in the little chapel in the valley? 

Diamond Jubilee Celebrations 

Four days of parish celebrations are planned to celebrate 
the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II at the beginning of 
June. 

 
On SATURDAY 2 JUNE there is a Royal Variety performance 

in the Village Hall (attended, of course, by Her Majesty) 
 
On SUNDAY 3 JUNE the nation is being encouraged to take 

part in The Big Jubilee Lunch.  This is an opportunity for mem-
bers of local communities to come together and enjoy each 
other’s company over a shared lunch.  The Ark is the venue.  
The doors open at 12.30.pm.  Everyone is asked to bring 
along food that can be laid out on tables for sharing.  A great 
occasion to meet neighbours, friends and people from the 
community you’ve never met before! 

 
On MONDAY 4 JUNE there is a Family Jubilee Day in The 

Meadows, with local organisations manning stalls, activities 
and entertainment and families eating picnics.  A newly-
repaired bridge connecting the Meadows to the Cricket Club 
will enable easy access to toilets and a watering-hole. 

 
On TUESDAY 5 JUNE the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Service 

of Thanksgiving from St Paul’s Cathedral is being shown on 
the big screen in St Laurence Church during the morning.  
Afterwards, guests will file into the Ark for a celebratory glass 
of bubbly and a jubilee buffet lunch.  Tickets for this cost £5 
and can be obtained from Ian Price at The Ark on weekday 
mornings from 9.00.am to 1.00.pm or from Lynne Clark (0121 
445 2547) or from The Rector (0121 445 1087) before 28 
May. 
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Christian Aid Week 

 

The Leys Residential Home 

Old Birmingham Road 

Alvechurch B48 7TQ 

 

Offering a warm, welcoming and caring  

environment for later years. 

For further information, or to arrange 

a visit, please call 

0121 445 5587 

 James Giles  

& Sons 
A FAMILY OWNED FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

ESTABLISHED 1916 
 

Serving all communities 
with dignity and 
understanding 

 

 Private Chapel of Rest 

 Day and Night Service 

 Woodland Burial 

 Golden Charter and Help 
the Aged Funeral Plans 

 Catering and Floral 
Tributes 

 

Telephone 01527 872318 
24 Stourbridge Road 

Bromsgrove, Worcs, B61 0AE 

Helping the poorest of the world’s poor to grow food and 
become self-sufficient is the primary aim of Christian Aid.  
Each year the charity sponsors new projects in under-
developed countries to bring irrigation to parched land and 
develop new strains of crops that can survive hostile 
climates.  This is helping the poor to help themselves. 

 
The work, however, depends on charitable donations.  The 

annual Christian Aid Week door-to-door collection in May is 
the major fund-raising event.  The more people who donate, 
the more lives can be transformed elsewhere in the world. 

 
Last year, the kind people of Alvechurch raised £1,659, but 

this was down on the previous year’s collection of £2,500.  
The main reason for this was that 13 roads went uncollected.  
More collectors are needed.  Are you willing to do something 
to help the world’s hungry people? 

 
If so, give Delyth Davies (0121 447 7844), Barbara Scane 

(0121 445 1380), Felicity Rixon (0121 445 2371) or Elizabeth 
Richmond (0121 445 3569) a call and offer to cover a road. 
But don’t delay. Christian Aid Week begins on SUNDAY 13 
MAY. 

Pentecost 
After Easter and Christmas, the third most important 

festival in the Christian calendar is Pentecost – the festival of 
the Holy Spirit.  It used to be called Whitsun in years past, 
because girls dressed in white for the festival.  Nowadays,  
red is the colour that is worn— the liturgical colour of the 
Holy Spirit. 

 
There will be four services in St Laurence Church on 

SUNDAY 27 MAY.  An early morning 8.00.am celebration of 
Holy Communion according to the Book of Common Prayer; a 
9.30.am Family Service at which three new members are 
being baptized into the Christian Church; an 11.00.am Parish 
Eucharist at which Vaughan Williams’ famous Pentecost 
hymn, Come down, O love divine, will be sung; and a 6.00.pm 
Evensong at which the choir will sing an anthem. 

 
A spirit-filled welcome awaits all at these services.  And 

don’t forget to wear something red!  
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The next concert by the Midland Sinfonia is at 7.30pm on 
SATURDAY 19 MAY in St Laurence Church, Alvechurch 

 

Regularly topping classical polls is Mozart’s Clarinet Concerto 
and this is one of the pieces being performed. Under the 
direction of Richard Laing, the clarinet soloist is Keith Slade, 
who is Director of the Worcestershire Symphony Orchestra. It 
promises to be a good evening. Also in the programme are an 
effervescent overture and a thrilling dance-like symphony by 
Mozart, together with Schubert’s sunny Fifth Symphony. 

Tickets on the door are £12, with children free when 
accompanied by an adult. Tickets can also be purchased in 
advance from The Village Green Grocer or by emailing 
marian@midlandsinfonia.co.uk or phoning 0121 447 7040. 
Tickets for students and registered unemployed are just £5. For 
more details, visit our website: www.midlandsinfonia.co.uk. 

 

 Garden Centre 
Opening hours 

Mon-Fri 9 to 5, Sat 10 to 4 
 

  Woodwork 

Packing / assembly 

Landscaping / maintenance 
 

Support your local cha rity which offers peop le 

with special needs the opportunity to 

experience the real world of work. 

Wellesbourne Close 
Easemore Road, Redditch 
B98 8ER 
01527 69955 

WHERE NEXT 

ASSOCIATION 

 "Rectory Cottage Bed and Breakfast" 

Old Rectory Lane,  
Alvechurch 

 

offers  
warm and welcoming accommodation, 
with super breakfasts and attractive, 

spacious bedrooms.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Celia on 

0121 445 4824, or visit our website 

www. rectorycottage-alvechurch.co.uk 

 

Favourite Classics 

This month’s service for pre-school children and their 
parents is on THURSDAY 31 MAY at 10.15.am on the carpet in 
the church.  Simple action songs, visual aids and a story about 
a king who hid behind some donkeys are the ingredients for 
the twenty-minute service. All are welcome, even toddlers who 
refuse to sit still and those who like doing their own thing 
when it comes to singing.  Please enter the church via The Ark. 

Tiny Tots Service 

It's not too late to get your ticket for the concert of the 
year. Jonathan Veira is appearing at The Palace Theatre, 
Redditch on May 18th and it promises to be a great evening's 
entertainment. 'Jonathan Veira is the best one man show I 
have ever seen...' said a concert goer in Belfast. 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Don't miss out, get your tickets from the box office at the 

theatre, by phone on  01527 65203 or online at 
www.redditchpalacetheatre.co.uk"  

An Audience With JV 

mailto:marian@midlandsinfonia.co.uk
http://www.midlandsinfonia.co.uk/
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EILEEN BESSIE HAWKSLEY 
 

A lady who came to Alvechurch as a babe-in-
arms and who retained a special affection for 
the village through her membership of the 
Mayflower Over 60s Club, died on 5 March at 
the age of 92. 

 

Eileen Bessie Hawksley was born into the 
Clifford family at Tewkesbury and was one of 
three children.  She is survived by her brothers, 
Kenneth and Geoffrey.  She arrived in 
Alvechurch in her mother’s arms and lived first 
in Withybed Green and then at the Newboulds, 
Redditch Road. 

 

In 1943 she married Arthur Hawksley and 
they shared sixty-eight years of married life 
together.  She was part of a large extended 
family and greatly enjoyed family get-togethers.  
Her Christmas party trifles have become the 
stuff of legends. 

 

After leaving school, she worked as a fly-
dresser in one of the Redditch Fishing Tackle 
Factories.  Then she transferred to High Duty 
Alloys where she worked in the offices. She 
remained with the company until she reached 
the age of 58.  All the while she was helping her 
husband with his chicken farm in Astwood 
Bank. 

 

She made her first married home in Station 
Road, Alvechurch, but, in 1946, she and her 
husband moved to the Saltway, Astwood Bank 
and into a self-built bungalow.  She always had 
a very special place in her heart for Alvechurch, 
and she returned to the village each week for 
the Tuesday afternoon sessions of the 
Mayflower Club in the Village Hall, in the days 
when Edna Kimberly was the leader.  She was 
very much the life and soul of any gathering. 

 

She will be remembered as a sociable person 
who always had a positive outlook on life.  She 
took an almost childlike delight in such things as 
hearing the first cuckoo in Spring or witnessing 
the first appearance of Jack Frost.  Her motto 
was “keep on going”. And this she did until the 
very end of her life. 

Her funeral was held at Redditch 
Crematorium on Monday 19 March.  The hymns 
sung were The Lord’s my shepherd and Lord of 
all hopefulness.  Her cremated remains were 
later scattered in the churchyard strewing area. 

 
 

PIETERNELLA KAATJE JANNY CATER 
 

A lady who was born in Holland and moved to 
Alvechurch in 1959 died on 6 March at the age 
of 85. 

 

Pieternella Kaatje Janny Cater was one of 
eight children born into a family in Rotterdam, 
Holland during the Second World War.  Three 
of her siblings survive.  Her childhood was spent 
in war-torn Holland, but, in 1947, she came to 
England and met her husband-to-be, Chris, at 
Speakers Corner, Hyde Park.  They married in 
1948 and shared fifty-five years together until 
his death in 2003. 

 

She was the mother of two children – Belinda 
and Robert – grandmother to four – John, Tim, 
Peter and Brenda – and great-grandmother to 
six – Katherine, Stephen, Joshua, Emily, Tiffany 
and Victoria. 

 

Having worked as a typist in Holland she 
came to England as a nanny to an Austrian 
family living in London.  After living for a time in 
Caterham, Romsley and Hagley, she moved into 
Bear Hill in 1959 and took up employment with 
Autocar Transporters – a firm based at the 
Brickyards on Scarfield Hill.  When the company 
relocated to Wythall, she accompanied them 
and remained in their employment until 1981. 

 

Subsequent homes in Alvechurch included 
Snake Lane (1997-2004) and Tanyard Close 
(2004 –2012). She was a member of Alvechurch 
Baptist Church during the ministry of Sister 
Connie, and also of the Monday Sycamore Club.  
She had friends in his country and in Canada 
where her daughter lives. 

 

She will be remembered as a person who 
exuded unconditional love.  This was based 
upon a strong faith under-girded by daily bible 
reading and prayer.   

Obituaries  



Page 13 

She saw the best in everyone and was 
positive, well-organised and creative.  Added to 
this went a sense of humour. 

 

Her funeral was held at Redditch 
Crematorium on Tuesday 20 March.  The hymns 
sung were The Lord’s my shepherd and Amazing 
grace.  After the service a reception was held in 
The Ark. 

 

LILLIAN WOODS 
 

A lady who lived in Randall Avenue for fifty 
years died on 22 March at the age of 93. 

 

Lillian Woods was born in Ladywood, 
Birmingham and had three half-sisters and 
brothers.  Her father died when she was just a 
few weeks old. 

 

In 1939 she married Thomas Woods and they 
shared fifty-four years together until his death 
in 1993.  They were a devoted, loving couple.  
She had two nephews - Roger and Alan – to 
whom she was a second mother, plus a number 
of great-nephews.  They remember the 
Christmas meals she served for up to 16 people 
at a time. 

 

Upon leaving George Dixon Grammar School, 
she worked as a telephonist and then as a  shop 
assistant in a local wool shop in Kings Norton.  
But, it would be true to say that the majority of 
her working life was spent as a housewife, 
keeping home for her husband.  

 

Upon marrying, she lived in Glenwood Road, 
Kings Norton for a while.  Whilst living there she 
joined St Paul’s Cricket Club and undertook 
scoring duties.  In 1962 she and her husband 
moved into Randall Avenue.  She led a simple 
life with her cats, holidays, knitting, reading and 
watching television.  She was very much at ease 
with her own company.  In latter months she 
benefited from the help of Thelma, her 
befriender, Sharon, her cleaner, Sandra, her 
carer, and Molly, her next-door neighbour. 

 

She will be remembered as a person who 
knew her own mind, was friendly and talkative 
and took an interest in what was going on in the 
world. 

 

Her funeral was held at Redditch 
Crematorium on Thursday 22 march.  The one 
hymn sung was Abide with me. 

 

DORA ADALAIDE CHEATLE 
  

One of Alvechurch’s oldest residents died on 
24 March in The Leas Residential Home, Old 
Birmingham Road, at the age of 101. 

 

Dora Adalaide Cheatle was one of three 
children born in Aston/Handsworth.  Only her 
sister Beryl survives her.  She grew up in 
Wythall and attended school in Hall Green. 

 

In 1940 she married John Cheatle and they 
shared forty-four years together until his death 
in 1984.  She looked after her husband during 
the twenty-eight years he suffered from 
multiple sclerosis.  She had one daughter, 
Pamela, and two grandchildren, Samantha and 
Simon.  She would have become a great-
grandmother had she lived for three more 
weeks. 

 

After attending school in Hall Green, she 
worked as a bookkeeper for a Birmingham firm 
of accountants.  Then she transferred to 
Lawtons (Hair Products) where she also worked 
as a bookkeeper.  Later, however, whilst living 
in Marlborough, Wiltshire, she underwent a 
change of career and became a night nurse in a 
Convalescent Home. 

 

Her homes included Station Road, Wythall, 
Taunton in Somerset (where her husband 
worked on a local farm), Marlborough, and Lea 
Green Lane and Middle Lane in Wythall.  She 
also had a spell at Aylsham in Norfolk before 
finally settling in Bewdley, where she spent 
thirty-three years of her life. 

 

With increasing age and infirmity she moved 
into The Leas Residential Home in 2006 where 
she has been a much-loved member of the 
community. 

 

She will be remembered as a shy and sensitive 
person, who was fiercely independent. She 
combined a steady Christian faith with the gift 
of great patience. 

 

Her funeral was held at Redditch 
Crematorium on Wednesday 4 April.  The one 
hymn sung was Abide with me.  
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From the Registers 

Funerals and Cremations 

May they rest in the peace of Christ 
 
March 19 Eileen Bessie Hawksley  aged 92 
March 20 Pieternella Kaatje Janny Cater aged 85 
March 22 Lilian Woods   aged 93 
April 4  Dora Adalaide Cheatle  aged 101 
 

 

Flowers 

I would like to thank those who donated money for Easter flowers and also Lynda 
Wolstencroft, Elizabeth Clement, Helen Jones and Monica Clarke for their help in decorating 
our church with wonderful displays of lilies and willow.  We worked hard and had a very 
enjoyable morning.  We also indulged in some Easter ‘treats’ as did the little children who 
helped with the Easter Garden!  

 
I do not, as yet, have any volunteers to provide flowers for the month of May.  If you would 

like flowers in church to either remember a loved one or celebrate a special occasion please 
get in touch with me. 

     
Ann Thurrell. 
0121 447 7668  

Rota for May 2012     

 6
th

 May 13
th

 May 20
th

 May 27
th

 May 

Sanctuary     

Lady Chapel     

 

Baptisms 
We welcome you into the Lord’s family 
 
March 25 Phoebe Rose Smith  George Road 

Jocelyn Eira Hunt  Barnt Green 
 
 

Photographs of the newly-baptized can be found on the church website 
www.alvechurch-stlaurence.org] 
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Rector Revd David Martin, The Rectory, School Lane 445 1087 

       davidmartin@lynkserve.net 
Licensed Lay Ministers Mr Dick Russell, 2 Gothic Cottages, Radford Rd 445 3083 

  Ms Sue Philips Withybed Green 445 3620 
Authorised Lay Ministers Mrs Helena Allen,  117 Birmingham road 445 5605 

 Mr Phil Burgess Highlands, School Lane, 447 7468 

 Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 

 Ms Gloria Wilson, 11 Bear Hill Drive 445 1854 

 Mrs Philippa Brakes, 56 Callow hill Road 445 3983 
 Mrs Lynne Clark, The Coach House, School Lane 445 2547 
 Mrs Jayne Burgess, Highlands, School Lane 447 7468 
 Mrs Annette Thomas 8 Snake Lane 445 5180 

Churchwardens Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane. 445 2547 

 Mr Mick Fletcher , 52 Callow Hill Road 445 6431 

Deputy Wardens Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road,   01527 64077 
 Mr Andy Humphries, Sunnymead, Station Road 445 5955 

  Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane 445 3569 
  Mrs Alison Smith, 12 Hollington Road 447 7293 

PCC Secretary Mrs Enid Brumsen 32 Callow Hill Road 445 0663  
PCC Treasurer Mr Bob Dale Weatheroak Farm 01564 822486 

Organist & Choirmaster Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane 445 3569 

Electoral Roll Officer Mr Jeremy Roberts, 7 Redditch Road, Hopwood 445 2041 
Tower Captain Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road 01527 64077 
Singing Group Mrs Lynda Wolstencroft  49 Hinton Avenue Tel:  445 3212 

Mum’s the Word Mrs Bib Paterson, 57 Birmingham Road 07876390154  
Flower Co-ordinator Mrs Ann Thurrell, Top Barn, Scarfield Hill 447 7668 

Women’s Fellowship Mrs Jill Woolley, 111 Birmingham Road 445 2125 
Ark Booking Secretary ) Mr Ian Price, the Ark School Lane, 447 7955 

& Grapevine advertising  )      thearkalvechurch@yahoo.co.uk 

Grapevine Editor Revd David Martin, The Rectory, School Lane 445 1087 
      davidmartin@lynkserve.net 

Finance and Standing Committee  Development  

David Martin Graham Clark Alison Smith Jeremy Roberts 
Mike Fletcher Alison Smith Margaret Haste  

Bob Dale Jeremy Roberts    

Children and Youth   Churchyard  
Martin Allen Mike Fletcher Bob Dale Andy Humphries 
Marion Thompson Pat Booth   
  Peru and Missionary 

Buildings and Fabric  Sue Phillips Dick Russell 
Mick Fletcher Colin Bennett Sue Brotherton Margaret Haste 

David Richmond Jill Woolley Worship   
 Barbara Scane Martin Allen 
  Graham Clark Enid Brumsen 

  David Richmond   

PCC Special Responsibilities 

Who’s who 
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Calendar 

MAY 
 

 
 
 

    Monday 7 7.45.pm    Historical Society: Travellers of the Upper Saltway 
 
Tuesday 8 12 noon    VE Commemoration on Memorial Green 
 
Thursday 10 7.45.pm    Rowney Green Horticultural Society in The Peace Hall 
 
Saturday 12 3.30.pm    Messy Church in The Ark 
 
Sunday 13     CHRISTIAN AID WEEK COMMENCES 

  2.30.pm    Footpath Walk from Monument Lane Car Park 
  6.30.pm    Chapel in the Valley Service at Rowney Green 
 
Monday 14 1.30.pm     Forget-Me-Not in The Ark 
 
Wednesday 16     JUNE GRAPEVINE GOES TO PRESS 
  9.00.am    Ex-Services Trip to Bath and Wells 
  10.30.am  Can You Hear Me? in Tanyard Lane Community Centre 
 
Thursday 17     ASCENSION DAY 
  7.00.am    Ascension Day Service in St Laurence Church 
  7.45.am    Ascent of the Tower 
  8.15.am    Breakfast in The Ark 
 
Saturday 19 7.30.pm    Midland Sinfonia Concert in St Laurence Church 
 
Sunday 27     PENTECOST 

      Services at 8.00.am, 9.30.am, 11.00.am and 6.00.pm 
 
Monday 28 1.30.pm     Forget-Me-Not in The Ark 
 
Thursday 31 10.15.am  Tiny Tots Service in St Laurence Church 
  12.15.pm  Diamond Jubilee Celebration in The Ark 

HARLEQUIN PRINT LTD, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Park, Birmingham, B30 3HZ. 
Tel: 0121 459 3454  FAX: 0121 458 3089  Email: sales@harlequinprint.co.uk 


