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St Laurence Church 
Alvechurch 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

8.00.am Holy Communion 
9.30.am Family Service 

with Holy Communion on the 1st Sunday 
and Baptisms on the 4th Sunday 

11.00.am Parish Eucharist 
6.00.pm Evensong 

 

At Rowney Green Shared Church 
9.30.am Methodist/Anglican Service 

with Holy Communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month 
 

DAILY SERVICE 
 

9.00.am Monday to Friday 
in St Laurence Church 

 

ORGANISATIONS 
 

Sunday Club  Sundays at 9.30.am in the church and Ark (445 1854) 
 

Choir   Thursdays at 7.45.pm in church (445 3569) 
 

Bellringers  Sundays at 10.30.am and 5.30.pm 
   Tuesday Practice at 7.30.pm (01527 64077) 

 

Women’s Fellowship 4th Wednesday of the month at 2.00.pm  
   in Tanyard Lane Community Centre (445 2125) 
 

Mum’s the Word Thursdays at 9.30.am  in The Ark (07876390154) 
 

Ark Café  Thursdays during term time at 12.15.pm (447 7017) 
 

Home Group  Thursday, 7.30.pm at the Coach House (445 2547) 
 

Messy Church  Quarterly on a Saturday in The Ark (445 1985) 
 

THE ARK 
Enquiries to Ian Price 0121 447 7955 

 
 

Registered as a Charity in England and Wales: Charity Number 1131783 
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The Rector Writes... 

 
 
 
 
 

My dear friends 
 
I recently came across a story in the Bible that 

I had not read for some time: the story of the 
woman taken in adultery. (John 8: 1-11) Many 
bibles do not even include this story because 
the earliest and most reliable manuscripts and 
other ancient witnesses do not contain it.  
Nevertheless, I think it is wonderful.  It goes like 
this: 

 
At dawn, Jesus appeared again in the Temple 

courts, where all the people gathered round 
him, and he sat down to teach them.  The 
teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought 
in a woman caught in adultery.  They made her 
stand before the group and said to Jesus, 
“Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of 
adultery.  In the Law, Moses commanded us to 
stone such women.  Now what do you say?”  
They were using this question as a trap, in order 
to have a basis for accusing him. 

 
But Jesus bent down and started to write on 

the ground with his finger.  When they kept on 
questioning him, he straightened up and said to 
them, “If any one of you is without sin, let him 
be the first to throw a stone at her.”  Again he 
stooped down and wrote on the ground. 

 
At this, those who heard began to go away 

one at a time, the older ones first, until only 
Jesus was left, with the woman still standing 
there.  Jesus straightened up and asked her, 
“Woman, where are they?  Has no-one 
condemned you?” 

“No-one, sir,” she said. 
“Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus 

declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.” 

I was struck by Jesus’ initial reaction.  He was 
embarrassed.  Surely, this is the only 
explanation for him averting his eyes and 
scratching on the ground with his finger.  The 
Son of God was embarrassed at confronting the 
woman.  I derive some comfort from this.  It 
would seem there is no shame in being 
embarrassed when confronted with difficult 
moral situations. Better to be embarrassed than 
be self-righteous. 

 
Then came Jesus’ brilliant reply: “let him 

who is sinless throw the first stone.” All of us 
are sinners.  We all fall short of what God asks 
of us.  None of us has the right to stand in 
judgment over others.  We are all in need of 
God’s mercy. 

 
I like the way in which the older ones were 

the first to drift away.  They had none of the 
hot-blooded idealism of the younger ones. 
They were conscious of their wrongdoings, 
whereas the younger ones took a bit longer to 
realize they were not so perfect after all. 

 
Finally, Jesus refuses to condemn the 

woman for committing adultery but he does 
say “Go now and leave your life of sin”.  In 
other words, whilst showing infinite 
compassion towards the woman, he does not 
lower his high moral teaching on adultery (see 
Mark 10: 11-12 and Matthew 5: 27-28). The 
standard remains but the woman is given a 
fresh chance to live up to it. 

 
I think this is a brilliant story showing how 

God treats us. I wish the story was read more 
often. 

 
Yours in Christ 
 
DAVID MARTIN 
 

ADULTERY and other sins 
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 After Lent Comes … 

Now that the season of Lent is over, the participants in the 
six Lenten Discussion Groups are meeting together to discuss if 
they caught Glimpses of God in their meetings.  The joint get-
together is on WEDNESDAY 3 APRIL at 7.30.pm in The Ark.  The 
evening will commence with refreshments followed by a word 
from each of the six groups and concluding with some songs 
and prayers. Further details from Sue Phillips on 0121 4453620. 

 

Young Musicians Showcase  
  

Talented young musicians, up to 18 years of age, take to the 
stage for a delightful afternoon of music at 3pm on SUNDAY 28 
APRIL in St. Laurence Church, Alvechurch. 

 

The Young Musicians Showcase is promoted by The Midland 
Sinfonia which encourages emerging musical talent and 
annually gives young players valuable experience in the art of 
performance. 

Your support would be welcomed.  Admission is free but 
donations would be appreciated. 

For more details contact Marian Barwell on 0121 447 7040 or 
by email: marian@midlandsinfonia.co.uk 

 

Praise In the Park  
Songs of Praise comes to The Meadows on Sunday 26 May.  

Sue Phillips tells how you can be involved. 
 

Do you have a favourite hymn? Would you like to hear it 
sung in The Meadows as part of this year’s Picnic in the Park? 
Churches Together in Alvechurch and Rowney Green (CTARG), 
Alvechurch Community Choir (ACC) and The Lounge are joining 
forces to present a unique version of Songs of Praise. Like the 
idea? If so, there are three ways you can join in.  

Let us know your favourite hymn. Put the title of your hymn, 
along with your preferred tune if you like, on a piece of paper 
in the box in The Lounge by the end of April. If you’d be willing 
to give a short interview live at the event, add your name and 
contact details. 

 Come to the rehearsal at Alvechurch Baptist Church Hall on 
Sunday 19th May at 4:30pm where we will rehearse the top 3 
favourite hymns. Choirs and congregations will be practising 
their own choice of songs in their regular meeting times. 

 

Come to The Meadows with your picnic on 26th May. 
See you there!  
 

Enquiries to: Sue Phillips 01214453620, sue@suephillips.org, 
or Rev Fiona Lee (Chair CTARG) 01214477369 
revfiona@alvechurchbaptist.org.uk  

Huntleys 

Funeral Services 

Serving your community for 130 years 
 

Your local family orientated funeral directors 

of distinction, offering a traditional and caring 
service with attention to detail 

FOR 24 HOUR IMMEDIATE 

ATTENTION 

01527 892900 

    12 Feckenham Road   
Astwood Bank 

Branch also at 

58 Ipsley Street , Redditch 

01527 62106 
Providers of the Perfect Choice Funeral Plan 
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 In The Marketplace 
 

Alvechurch Library becomes a Country Market once a month, 
writes Charlye Woolman.  
 

Are you a keen knitter?  Maybe you can bake nice cakes and 
cookies –or grow plants, flowers or vegetables.  If you have a 
penchant for making or growing anything at home you could 
be bringing your excess to our “Country Market”.  It’s not just 
about the money –the amount you’ll make is modest.  It’s 
also about the fellowship of being part of a wonderful market 
along with the other producers.  We are a small co-operative 
and between us we offer plants, vegetables, all sorts of food 
items, and a range of hand-made craft items.  Some of us 
produce a lot, some produce much less.  There is no pressure 
to do more than you want. 

We have a market on the second Tuesday afternoon of each 
month in Alvechurch Library and a market every week on 
Saturday afternoon in Wythall Library.  Why not come along 
and see what we do?  Whether as a customer or a producer 
we would love to see you.  You can drop us a line at 
whcountrymarket@gmail.com or give us a ring on 
07929860368. 

 

Looking For A Job? 
 

A Work Club now meets at Alvechurch Library every Friday 
afternoon from 2 to 3.30pm. 

Are you seeking employment? Come along for free help with 
Job searching, Careers advice, Interview techniques and much 
more. 

For more information either pop into the Library on the 
Birmingham Road or call 01905 822722 and talk to Alyson 
Williams at Alvechurch Library. 

 

Tarantara 
 

TARANTARA is a mixed choir comprising over 50 enthusiastic 
amateurs whose aim is to enjoy themselves singing and 
performing to the highest standard.  On SATURDAY 6 APRIL 
the choir is giving a concert in St Laurence Church 
commencing at 7.30.pm. All monies raised will go towards 
Sarcoma UK and the Reuben’s Retreat  

 

The choir was formed in 2003 and is a registered charity (No. 
1113018). Its repertoire includes such pieces as Tollite Hostias 
by Camille Saint-Saens, Unchained Melody by Hy Zaret and 
Alex North, You Can't Stop the Beat from Hairspray and 
Bridge Over Troubled Water by Paul Simon. 
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Burcot Grange 
Residential 

Care Setting for 
the Elderly 

 
A unique blend of luxury  country  house 
living and quality  forward thinking  care, 
Burcot Grange is the perfect place for 
retirement living. 
 

Long term care 
 

Individua lly designed independent liv ing 

suites 
 

Short stay convalescent and holiday 

accommodation 
 

For more information or to arrange a visit 
go to  www.burcotgrange.com  

Burcot Grange, 23 Greenhill, Burcot, 
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, B60 1BJ. 

0121 445 5552 admin@burcotgrange.com  

A Taste Of Chocolate 
 

The birth and development of Cadbury’s chocolate factory was 
related at a recent meeting of Alvechurch Historical Society, 
writes Margaret Gardner. 

 

We had a very enjoyable evening on Monday 4 March when 
Mr Alan Thornton spoke about Cadbury's and showed us a 
film made in 1951 where we followed the production lines of 
the chocolate-making process from the design office right 
through to the packing department and delivery vehicles. 

 

From humble beginnings with a shop in London and then 
moving to the centre of Birmingham and the purchasing of a 
chocolate-making machine from Holland, the Cadbury's 
Factory was started.  

 

George Cadbury could see his workforce living in back-to-
back houses with no sanitation and filthy air to breathe and 
longed to give them a better life. He purchased land on the 
edge of the city where he built a new factory surrounded by 
gardens, parks and leisure facilities. He said that no man could 
live and work where roses wouldn't grow. He built houses for 
his workers with plenty of space and gardens to grow 
vegetables.  He also built a church, a school and community 
halls. He started Adult Evening classes to teach his workforce 
how to read and write. Being a Quaker, he believed that all 
men were equal and should be given the same opportunities. 
So Bourneville was born.  It brought back happy memories to 
many members who started their careers working at 
Bourneville. 

 

Our next meeting will be on MONDAY 1st APRIL. YES, it is 
Easter Monday and NO it's not an April Fools’ joke - just an 
oversight. The speaker will be Mr Ian Bott with his humorous 
talk on Black Country Burials. Please join us at the Museum in 
School Lane at 7.45pm. 

 

Once A Year 
The Annual Parochial Church meeting is taking place in The 

Ark on TUESDAY 16 APRIL at 8.00.pm.  This is the yearly 
meeting at which all on St Laurence Church Electoral Roll can 
hear about the church’s work during the past year, scrutinize 
the balance sheet, elect officers for the ensuing twelve 
months, elect the Parochial Church Council (the legal body 
that runs the church) and make recommendations to the 
newly-elected PCC. 
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 Partners & Communities Together (PACT) 
 

There are challenges facing our community, writes Andy 
Humphries, the Chairman of PACT, and he wants to know 
what you think about them. 

 

The next PACT meeting in Alvechurch will take place on 
MONDAY 15 APRIL at 7pm in Alvechurch Village Hall.  The 
Guest speaker will be Bill Longmore, the recently-elected 
Police and Crime Commissioner for the West Mercia Police 
Force area, which includes North Worcestershire.   

 

PACT that evening will be followed by the Annual Parish 
Meeting which the Parish Council holds every year.  Full 
timings are … 

6.30pm      Doors open….an opportunity to hear progress on 
Neighbourhood Planning in our Parish 

7-8pm        Alvechurch PACT….Bill Longmore followed by 
questions and feedback on local community issues 

8-9pm        Annual Parish Meeting….an opportunity for local 
organisations to report on their achievements  

 

Operational policing may change in our area soon. There 
are County Council elections in May and road safety issues on 
the A441 are still unresolved .The Cross-City rail 
enhancement project will soon be upon us.  These are just 
some of the challenges facing our community. Come to PACT 
and have your say about them !   

 

                           Together Again 
 

Church unity was put to the test last month when incorrect 
information about the monthly Churches Together in 
Alvechurch and Rowney Green ecumenical service was 
circulated.   

Was the service at the Baptist Church or the Roman 
Catholic Church? Some said this, some said that – and, in the 
end no service took place!  But Christians are used to the 
slings and arrows of outrageous fortune and shrugged off the 
confusion in the knowledge that this month’s United Service 
is at St Laurence Church.   

Repeat: this month’s service is at St Laurence Church on 
SUNDAY 14 APRIL beginning at 6.00.pm.  

A warm invitation is extended to all to reestablish the 
bonds of love that bind Christians together in Christ. 
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Showroom and Workshop 
338 Alcester Road, Burcot,  

Bromsgrove B60 1BH 

Tel: (01527) 876200 
07710976744  

All Work  
is to the 
Highest 

Standard 

 
 

D SEELEY AND 

COMPANY 

 
 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND 

REGISTERED AUDITOR 

40 BEAR HILL, ALVECHURCH 

TELEPHONE 0121 445 2445 

Email: dseeley.co@btinternet.com 
 

We offer a comprehensive service 

including book-keeping, payroll, VAT, 

accounts and taxation for sole traders, 

partnerships, charities and  

limited companies  

 

Contact David or Susan Seeley to discuss 

how we can help you 

Registered to carry out Audit work by the 

Institute of Chartered Accountants in 

England & Wales   

THOMAS 

BROTHERS 

Funeral Directors 

Prepayment Plan,  

Private Chapels,  

"Woodland Burial" 
24 hour Personal Service 

 

A family-owned funeral directors 
offering a friendly, dignified service, 

paying attention to detail. 
 

Tel: 01527 547777 
494 Evesham Road 

Crabbs Cross, Redditch 
S.A.I.F. 

12A Red Lion Street 
Alvechurch   B48 7LF 

0121 445 3422 
S.A.I.F. 

St George's Day  
Celebrations    
 

Tuesday 23rd April 2013       
 
2.30pm – 4.30pm 
 
Alvechurch Village Hall 
 
Come and enjoy tea and cakes 
 
All made by your local WIs 
 

 
JCB In The Tower 
 

JCB engineering in the church tower is likely to be around long 
after most other products have been superseded, writes Geoff 
Franklin. 

 

In March we had visit from the JCB engineer who 
constructed the steelwork for the new bell frame. The last 
time he saw it was as a stack of plain steel beams. He'd done a 
trial assembly to make sure everything fitted before shipping it  
down to the Bellhangers, but he'd not seen the final result 
with the beams neatly galvanized and the bells in their frames.  

 

This might be the only piece of engineering he's done that 
will still be around in a couple of hundred years' time and it 
was good to be able to show him how well his work had turned 
out. 

 

The next big event in the calendar is our annual Table Top 
Sale in the Ark on SATURDAY 20 APRIL. Doors will open at 
10:30am and we hope to see you there. As usual we'll be 
selling a wide range of items and there will be refreshments 
available.  

 

Phone 0121 445 4980 if you'd like a table for yourself. Talk to 
a bell ringer or email alvechurchbells@yahoo.co.uk if you've 
got anything for the ringers' table. Have a good Spring Clean 
and bring anything that you don't need any more to The Ark. If 
it's too much to carry we'll come and collect it.  
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A New Electoral Roll 

Every six years the Church of England carries out a root and 
branch evaluation of its membership.  Everyone who wishes to 
have their name recorded on their parish church membership 
roll must complete an application form.  No names can be 
automatically brought forward from the old Roll. 

Consequently, those on the old Roll should all have received 
a letter inviting them to complete a new application form.  
Those whose names were not on the old Roll can take a form 
from the table at the back of the church and complete it.  All 
Application Forms for the Church Electoral Roll must be 
returned by TUESDAY 2 APRIL (two weeks before the Annual 
Parochial Church Meeting). 

Any questions about eligibility can be addressed to the 
church Electoral Roll Officer, Mr. .Jeremy Roberts, on 0121 
445 2041. 

Peru in Alvechurch 
The Family Service at St Laurence Church on SUNDAY 21 

APRIL at 9.30.pm will have a special Peruvian flavor.   

The service will celebrate the close link that exists between 
San Lucas School, Arequipa and Crown Meadow School, 
Alvechurch and also the link between the Revd. Alejandro 
Mesco and the people of Alvechurch. 

Peruvian music and colour will be the keynote of the service 
and a warm welcome is extended to adults and children to 
join in this joyful act of worship. 

 

Hallowed By Prayer 
 

This month the following roads in the parish will be prayed for 
at the Sunday services in the Parish Church: 

April 7  Randall Avenue 

April 14  Newbourne Hill, Rowney Green 

April 21  Red Lion Street 

April 28  Storrage Lane 

If anyone has a specific prayer request please pass it to the 
Rector for inclusion in the Sunday prayers. 

 

Kathryn Collinson 
BA Hons, BEd Hons, ALCM 

 
Lessons 

from 
20 minutes 

to 
1 hour 

 
 
Music tuition – All Styles 
 Classical, Bass and Electric Guitar 

 Piano and Keyboard 

 For exams or just for fun 
 

Maths and English Tuition 
 SATS / confidence building 

 Special needs 

 Ages from 5-11 years 
 

Tel: 0121 445 3523 
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 Garden Centre 
Opening hours 

Mon-Fri 9 to 5, Sat 10 to 4 
 

  Woodwork 

Packing / assembly 

Landscaping / maintenance 
 

Support your local cha rity which offers peop le 

with special needs the opportunity to 

experience the real world of work. 

Wellesbourne Close 
Easemore Road, Redditch 
B98 8ER 
01527 69955 

WHERE NEXT 

ASSOCIATION 

 "Rectory Cottage Bed and Breakfast" 

Old Rectory Lane,  
Alvechurch 

 

offers  
warm and welcoming accommodation, 
with super breakfasts and attractive, 

spacious bedrooms.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Celia on 

0121 445 4824, or visit our website 

www. rectorycottage-alvechurch.co.uk 

 

Tiny Tots 
 

Recent monthly Tiny Tots Services have attracted forty or 
more young children and their parents and carers. 

This month’s service for pre-school children and their parents 
is on THURSDAY 25 APRIL at 10.15.am on the carpet in St 
Laurence Church. The service always takes the form of a story, 
followed by some action songs and concluding with a prayer.  
The service lasts twenty minutes. Please enter the church via 
The Ark entrance. 

 

Village Messy Church 
 

Pat booth asks …  
Were you one of the 80 Mums, Dads, Grandparents and 
friends who enjoyed the bustle and pure enjoyment of 
participating in craft, food and stories at Messy Church last 
month? If you were, then you will want to know that the next 
session is on SATURDAY15TH JUNE 2013.  
If you missed the last Messy Church you can check out the 
church website to see what to expect at our next VILLAGE 
MESSY CHURCH. 
 

‘Ello, ‘Ello, Ello, What’s Going On ‘ere? 
 

At Can You Hear Me? we like to know what is happening in our 
area. So this month we are chatting with our local Community 
Policeman who will supply us with information about Home 
Security. All are welcome to join us as we have a loop system 
and a friendly cuppa!. Book this date with PSCO Wayne Turley 
on WEDNESDAY 17 APRIL at10.30am. Hope to see YOU! 
Tel.0121 445 1985. 

 

Open For Business 
 

The Ark Café opens for business after the Easter break on 
THURSDAY 25 APRIL at 12.15.pm.  And what better way to start 
than with Easter Roast Lamb? The best-sourced lamb in the 
area plus a selection of seasonal vegetables will make this a not
-to-be-missed main course followed by delicious homemade 
desserts.  Go on, treat yourself!  You deserve it! You will not get 
a better lunch anywhere in Alvechurch at this price!  Don’t be 
late! 

 

And a date for your diary.  On Thursday 23 MAY the Ark Café 
Team is offering a special Summer Turkey without the Tinsel 
lunch.  This is a ticket only affair. Tickets cost £9 and are 
available from The Ark Office, Mondays to Fridays, between 
9.00.am and 1.00.pm  Why not order yours now by phoning 
0121 447 7955. 
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The Leys Residential Home 

Old Birmingham Road 

Alvechurch B48 7TQ 

 

Offering a warm, welcoming and caring  

environment for later years. 

For further information, or to arrange 

a visit, please call 

0121 445 5587 

 James Giles  

& Sons 
A FAMILY OWNED FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

ESTABLISHED 1916 
 

Serving all communities 
with dignity and 
understanding 

 

 Private Chapel of Rest 

 Day and Night Service 

 Woodland Burial 

 Golden Charter and Help 
the Aged Funeral Plans 

 Catering and Floral 
Tributes 

 

Telephone 01527 872318 
24 Stourbridge Road 

Bromsgrove, Worcs, B61 0AE 

My Favourite  Bible Story 
 

This months’ favourite bible story is 
chosen by Albert Whurr and concerns a 
woman who let her hair down. 

 

My favourite Bible story concerns the 
woman who let her hair down in Jesus’ 
presence.  It is found in St Luke’s Gospel, 
chapter 7, verses 37 to 39. 

 

The woman brought a jar of costly ointment to a Pharisee’s 
house where Jesus was eating a meal.  She proceeded to wash 
Jesus’ feet with the ointment and then dry them with her hair. 

To enter a Pharisee’s house, as she was considered a woman 
of ill repute, would alone have taken courage, and to humble 
herself, as she did, shows the great love she had for Jesus – 
and not just Jesus, but for all that he taught and stood for. 

The woman was considered of little importance, just as many 
women in the home have been considered down the ages.  
And yet she shows the love and care that women possess and 
how Jesus appreciated those qualities. 

 

A Touch Of Frost And Flowers 
Pam Horsfield heard singing in the Village Hall on a cold 

winter’s night 
 

Alvechurch WI met on a cold night in March with snowflakes 
blowing round about outside. Inside though, the Village Hall 
was warm and bright as members and villagers came from 
several WIs to enjoy the floral displays of Jane Pugh, our 
'Singing Florist'. 

 

She had travelled from the Welsh Borders and her amusing 
tales of life in the town of Craven Arms, with her sheep-
farming husband and son, kept us entertained.  In between 
chatting, she sang songs such as 'Joseph' and created floral 
displays to link with her singing. Five lucky people later won 
the lovely flower arrangements. 

 

This month we were pleased to welcome four new members 
and announce the births of grandchildren to Alice Wilkinson 
and Eileen Battle.  

 

Condolences were sent to the family of Joan Clarence who 
had been a member for many years. 

 

Several members will be going to the Group Meeting on 
Monday 18th March at The Ark; some are going to Adam's 
Farm in April; and we hope that all friends, families and anyone 
who wishes will join the WIs at our St George's Day Celebration 
on TUESDAY 23 APRIL in the Village Hall. Phone Chris on 445 
4957 or Pam on 445 4631 for information. 
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Roll Up Roll Up…  For The Table Top Sale 



Page 13 

Loan Sharks And Vehicle Thefts 
 

The Local Policing Team offer practical advice 
on how to help protect yourself and your family, 
including how to help safeguard your property 
and help build a safer community.  

 

Loan Sharks 
Have you been approached by a loan shark? 

Are you in debt to a loan shark? Have you been 
threatened or assaulted by a loan shark? Loan 
sharks are illegal moneylenders who often 
charge very high interest rates – you can check 
if a company is licensed and also how to report 
one that isn’t. If you spot a loan shark, or have 
borrowed money from one, you can report 
them anonymously by contacting the Illegal 
Money Lending Team – England by the 
following methods: Phone: 0300 555 2222 Text/
SMS: loan shark and your message to 60003 
email: 
reportaloanshark@stoploansharks.gov.uk 

 

Remember, lending money without a licence 
is ILLEGAL. If you know or suspect someone of 
being a loan shark you can report it to the 
police via the 101 non-emergency telephone 
number. If you believe you are in immediate 
danger you must call 999. 

  

Vehicle Theft 
 

Motorbikes, scooters and quad bikes are an 
easy target for thieves if they are not secured, 
as they can be wheeled away or bundled into a 
van in seconds. The last thing any rider wants is 
for their pride and joy to be stolen. It may be 
insured for theft, but the hassle and time it 
takes to get the insurance money to replace it 
will be terrible, and your insurance premiums 
will go up because you’ve made a claim. 

 

The more security you can put around your 
bike/quad, the less attractive it will be to 
thieves. No single product or method can cover 
all possibilities. Invest in both mechanical and 
electronic security devices; this will at least help 
reduce the risk of becoming a victim of theft. 

 

Electronic Security – Get a combined alarm 
and immobiliser professionally fitted. If 

someone tampers with your bike, the alarm will 
go off and the engine will not turn over so 
thieves cannot ride the machine away. 

 

Mechanical Security – Chains and padlocks 
are the most versatile forms of mechanical 
security. A good disk lock will put off casual 
thieves, but most will only delay a professional 
for a matter of seconds. Do not rely on a disc 
lock alone. U-locks are better but make sure 
they are long enough to secure the bike to an 
object which cannot be moved. 

 

Remember, whatever type of lock you 
choose, always try to secure your motorbike or 
quad bike to something which is solid and 
cannot be moved, because the most common 
method of stealing motorbikes and scooters is 
simply to lift them into the back of a van. 

 

As a visual deterrent, put security markings on 
as many parts of your bike as possible. This will 
make it less attractive to thieves and will also 
increase the chances of getting your machine 
back if it is stolen and later recovered. You can 
get more information about security devices by 
visiting the Sold Secure website at: 
www.soldsecure .com  

 

Help us catch a criminal 
 

Have you noticed anything suspicious 
recently? For example, people acting strangely 
or suspicious vehicles that do not belong in the 
area? Do you know of a burglar or someone 
who handles stolen goods?  

 

For additional information, follow us on 
twitter.com/wmerciapolice and  

facebook.com/westmerciapolice 
 

For any further advice on any of the topics 
mentioned, please contact your Local Policing 
Team. Alternatively contact PCSO 6715 MARK 
HYDER at Wythall Police Station.  
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Anthems for April 
 

St Laurence Church Choir is singing the 
following anthems at Evensong during April: 

 

April 7th      O Taste and See.           
                          R. Vaughan Williams. 
April 14th    All in the April Evening.    
                          Hugh Roberton. 
April 21st   God so loved the world.    
                          John Stainer.  
April 28th   Come you faithful.             
                           R.S.Thatcher. 
 

Evensong on 14 April is an ecumenical service 
attended by members of other churches. If 
anyone would like to sing All the April evening 
please come to the first part of Choir Practice 
on Thursday 11 April at 7.45.pm.  You will be 
made very welcome. 

 

Hanging On Every Word 
 

The art of making a hanging basket will be 
revealed at this month’s meeting of Rowney 
Green Horticultural Society, writes Andrea 
Halse. 

 

At its meeting on THURSDAY 11 APRIL, 
Rowney Green Horticultural Society is hosting a 
demonstration by Derek Walker on planting 
hanging baskets and containers.  Afterwards the 
items demonstrated will be available for sale. 

Enquiries can be directed to Andrea on 0121 
445 1929. 

 

Joining Forces 

Members of the Royal Air Force and the Royal 
Navy pledged their lifelong love to each other at 
their wedding in St Laurence Church on 
Saturday 9 March. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Anthony Bean, who is an engineer in the RAF, 
and Catherine Bowie, who is a radiographer in 
the Royal Navy, met four–and-a-half years ago 
at the Royal Haslar Hospital. 

Catherine is the daughter of John and Mary 
Bowie of Arbroath in Scotland.  She was 
escorted down the aisle on the arm of her 
father in his Scottish clan kilt.  The bride wore 
an ivory satin dress with a sweetheart neckline, 
decorated with diamante flower detail on the 
front, back and train.  She was accompanied by 
her chief bridesmaid, Teri Hughes, who was a 
friend of twenty years standing,  and Leona and 
Sharron Hughes (daughters of the chief 
bridesmaid) and Poppy Bean (groom’s niece).  
The older bridesmaids wore long burgundy satin 
dresses with button detailing and the younger 
ones ivory satin dresses. 

 

The groom chose his friend Isambard Parfitt 
as his Best Man and Chris and Lewis Bean 
(groom’s brother and nephew) and Del Hughes 
(Chief Bridesmaid’s husband) to be Ushers. 

 

After a Reception at Lea Marston Hotel the 
couple left for a honeymoon in the Maldives.  
They are making their married home in 
Hollington Road, Alvechurch. 

 

Tea-Time Concert 
 

On SUNDAY 7 APRIL at 3.30 pm the Baptist 
Church is hosting a Tea Time Concert featuring 
two ex-residents of Alvechurch, now 
professional musicians. Nia Bevan and Fraser 
Goulding will be playing a diverse programme, 
including music with a gypsy flair, Viennese 
sparkle and even some Elgar!  

 

Fraser at one time played the organ at the 
long-since defunct Anglican church in Hopwood 
and is now Musical Director at the Swansea City 
Opera. Nia studied at the Guildhall School of 
Music and now performs at venues nationwide 
and has even played on tour with Sting! 

 

Tickets are £5 each and include refreshments. 
They may be purchased at the door or by phone 
on 445 1146. 
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Love In a Coffee Shop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A chance meeting in a coffee shop two years 
ago led to two people pledging their life-long 
love to each other at their wedding in St 
Laurence Church on Saturday 16 March. 

Lewis Boyce and Sherry Ann Santos gathered 
with their family and friends for their wedding 
in the church followed by a reception in the 
magnificently-decorated Ark. 

The bride, who works as a nurse, is the 
daughter of the late Mr Reynato Santos and 
Mrs Santos who live in the Philippines.   

She entered the church on the arm of her 
friend Roy Westwood and was accompanied 
by her chief bridesmaid, Sarah Gaynor (best 
friend) and Kylene Anne Santos (bride’s 
daughter) and Arlene Ragasa. 

The bride wore a strapless, ivory lace dress 
and her bridesmaids wore dark purple 
dresses. 

The groom, who is a personal trainer, chose 
his best friend, Paul Minchin, to be his Best 
Man, and the Usher was Dave Millison. 

After a reception in The Ark the couple left 
for a honeymoon in Cornwall.  They will be 
making their married home in Stirchley. 

Jazz Night 
 
 
 
 

 
On FRIDAY 19 APRIL The Ark is delighted to 

welcome back, Richard Leach and his 7 stars of 
Jazz.  

 
Their last visit was so popular that tickets 

were sold out well before the performance 
date and it is hoped that both newcomers and 
those who have seen the band before will 
support their “Second Coming”.  

 
All the musicians are extremely talented and 

have played with many jazz legends such as 
Humphrey Lyttleton, Chris Barber, George 
Melly and many visiting America stars.  

 
They play a variety of Jazz styles and anyone 

who loves good music, beautifully played 
should enjoy this night.  

 
The concert starts at 7.30pm. Tickets cost 

£11 (which includes a glass of wine) and are 
available from Sue Brotherton on 0121 447 
7037 or The Village Greengrocer, Alvechurch, 
now. 
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Obituaries 
 

HENRY ALFRED SABELL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A former resident of The Leys Residential Home 
in Old Birmingham Road, who owed his success 
in life to the Boys Brigade, died on 10 February 
at the age of 97. 
 

Henry Alfred Sabell, who was known as Harry, 
was born in Hockley, Birmingham as one of five 
children.  Only his brother, Tom, remains.  In 
1942 he married Winnie and they shared an 
incredible seventy-years of married life together 
before her death in December last year. 
 

He was the father of two children, Stephen and 
Eileen, and grandfather to Andrew, Kate and 
Daniel.  He and his wife also acted as surrogate 
parents to their niece, Rita, following the death 
of her parents. 
 

Whilst attending Brookfields School he joined 
the local Boys Brigade.  He relished the outdoor 
camping expeditions and the structure it gave 
to his life. He was given financial assistance by 
one of the Boys Brigade leaders to attend night 
school and gain a qualification in woodwork and 
carpentry.  This provided an opening into the 
world of work and he was forever grateful to 
the Boys Brigade for the help he received. 
 

His first job was with a firm of shop-fitters.  He 
later moved into engineering and worked for 
Sweeney and Blocksidge in Parkfield Road for 
forty-four-years. 
 

After brief spells living in Prescott Street, 
Handsworth and New Oscot in Kingstanding, he 

moved into Middlemoor Road, Northfield 
where he lived for sixty-years. His hobbies 
consisted of woodwork and engineering – both 
of which he pursued in his garden shed. A year 
ago, failing health necessitated a move to The 
Leas Residential Home where he was lovingly 
cared for until his death. 
 

He will be remembered as a man who was 
helpful to those in need, inventive and creative 
and who placed his family at the centre of his 
affections. 
 

His funeral took place at Lodge Hill 
Crematorium on Tuesday 26 February and the 
hymns sung were Lord of all hopefulness and 
the Boys’ Brigade song Will your anchor hold in 
the storms of life? 
 

KENNETH STEPHEN WALDRON 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A man who came to Alvechurch to wed his bride 
in 1946 and remained everafter died at the end 
of February at the age of 89. 
 

Kenneth Stephen Waldron, who was known as 
Ken, was one of two children born in Clifton 
Street, Aston.  He is survived by his sister 
Kathleen. 
 

In 1946 he was married to Betty in St Laurence 
Church by the curate, the Revd. Adames. He 
and his wife shared sixty-one years together 
before her death in 2007.  He was the father of 
two children – Kenneth and Lynette – 
grandfather to four grandchildren – Paula, Sally, 
Paul and Stephen – and great-grandfather to six 
great-grandchildren – Liam, Keeley, Jack, Harry, 
Ebony and Holly. 
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During the Second World War he was 
conscripted into the Army and sent to the 
Middle East where he saw service in Egypt, 
Jordan and the Persian Gulf.  Then he was 
transferred to West Africa and served in Sierra 
Leone. 

Returning to Civvy Street, he commenced 
employment with Triplex Safety Glass as a 
maintenance fitter.  He remained with the 
company for forty-five years. 

His first married home was in Ash Lane, 
Hopwood, but in 1950 he moved into a newly-
built house in Latimer Road where he lived for 
the next sixty-years.  He used to enjoy playing 
darts at Greenfields Social Club in Withybed 
Green, and at The Red Lion.  He was a well-
known face around the village as he walked his 
King Charles spaniels and cared for his front 
garden.  His final years were spent at 
Grosvenor House Residential Home in 
Aqueduct Lane. 

He will be remembered as a quiet, laid-back 
man who was gentle, caring and kind.  he 
possessed a great sense of humour and there 
was invariably a twinkle in his deep brown 
eyes. 

His funeral was held in the parish church 
where he was married.  The hymns sung were 
The old rugged cross and Abide with me.  
Afterwards his body was laid to rest with that 
of his wife in the churchyard. 

JOAN MARY CLARENCE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A former member of the Women’s Institute, 
who moved into Withybed Green in 1954, died 

on 10 February at the age of 86. 

Joan Mary Clarence was one of eight children 
born in Small Heath.  She is survived by Bill, 
Ted, Joyce and Pat. 

In 1949 she married Frank Clarence and they 
shared forty-three years together before his 
death in 1992.  She was the mother of two 
boys – Robert and Kim – grandmother to six 
grandchildren – Chris (who predeceased her), 
James, Robert, Ben, Elizabeth and Kathryn – 
and a great-grandmother to Elliott. 

She worked in the retail trade when she first 
moved to the area, notably at the Home and 
Colonial Stores.  She later worked at Jack 
Walker’s Fruit and Vegetable Shop in George 
Road, before finally transferring to Delson’s 
Engineering Works in the village. 

She moved into Withybed Green in 1954 and 
remained there for fifty-nine years.  She was a 
member of the Women’s Institute, and 
Mayflower Over 60s Club, delivered Meals on 
Wheels, and was a talented Bowls player. 

She will be remembered as an honest, 
hardworking, stoical lady who never had a bad 
word to say about anyone. 

Her funeral was held at Redditch 
Crematorium on Friday 1 March.  The hymns 
sung were William Blake’s Jerusalem and All 
things bright and beautiful.  Her cremated 
remains were later buried in the churchyard 
along with those of her husband. 
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From The Registers 

Funerals and Cremations 
May they rest in the peace of Christ 
 
February 26 Henry Alfred Sabell  aged 97 

February 28 Kenneth Stephen Waldron aged 89 

March 1 Joan Mary Clarence  aged 86 

Marriages 
Those whom God has joined together 
 
February 22 Trevor Emeny and Alison Hume 
 
March 9 Anthony Bean and Catherine Bowie 
 
March 16 Lewis Boyce and Sherry Santos 
 

  7th April 14th April 21st April 28th April 

Sanctuary         

Lady Chapel         

Flowers 
Rota for April 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A new rota is now on the table in church.  I am looking for help in filling in names on the above 
chart to provide flowers after the Easter arrangements are removed.     
I would like to thank all who have, during the past year, given freely of their time to ensure our 
lovely building is enhanced with the beauty and fragrance of flowers and foliage. 
 

Ann Thurrell  
0121 447 7668     
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Rector Revd David Martin, The Rectory, School Lane 445 1087 

       davidmartin@lynkserve.net 
Licensed Lay Ministers Mr Dick Russell, 2 Gothic Cottages, Radford Rd 445 3083 

  Ms Sue Phillips Withybed Green 445 3620 
Authorised Lay Ministers Mrs Helena Allen,  117 Birmingham road 445 5605 

 Mr Phil Burgess Highlands, School Lane, 447 7468 

 Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 

 Ms Gloria Wilson, 11 Bear Hill Drive 445 1854 

 Mrs Philippa Brakes, 56 Callow Hill Road 445 3983 
 Mrs Lynne Clark, The Coach House, School Lane 445 2547 
 Mrs Jayne Burgess, Highlands, School Lane 447 7468 
 Mrs Annette Thomas 8 Snake Lane 445 5180 

Churchwardens Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane. 445 2547 

 Mr Mick Fletcher , 52 Callow Hill Road 445 6431 

Deputy Wardens Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road,   01527 64077 
 Mr Andy Humphries, Sunnymead, Station Road 445 5955 

  Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane 445 3569 
  Mrs Alison Smith, 12 Hollington Road 447 7293 

PCC Secretary Mrs Enid Brumsen 32 Callow Hill Road 445 0663  
PCC Treasurer Mr Bob Dale Weatheroak Farm 01564 822486 

Organist & Choirmaster Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane 445 3569 

Electoral Roll Officer Mr Jeremy Roberts, 7 Redditch Road, Hopwood 445 2041 
Tower Captain Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road 01527 64077 
Singing Group Mrs Lynda Wolstencroft  49 Hinton Avenue Tel:  445 3212 

Mum’s the Word Mrs Kate Birchall, 14 Birmingham Road 0121 445 6964 
Flower Co-ordinator Mrs Ann Thurrell, Top Barn, Scarfield Hill 447 7668 

Women’s Fellowship Mrs Jill Woolley, 111 Birmingham Road 445 2125 
Ark Booking Secretary ) Mr Ian Price, the Ark School Lane, 447 7955 

& Grapevine advertising  )      thearkalvechurch@yahoo.co.uk 

Grapevine Editor Revd David Martin, The Rectory, School Lane 445 1087 
      davidmartin@lynkserve.net 

Finance and Standing Committee  Development  

David Martin Graham Clark Alison Smith Jeremy Roberts 
Mike Fletcher Alison Smith Margaret Haste  

Bob Dale Jeremy Roberts    

Children and Youth   Churchyard  
Martin Allen Mike Fletcher Bob Dale Andy Humphries 
Marion Thompson Pat Booth   
  Peru and Missionary 

Buildings and Fabric  Sue Phillips Dick Russell 
Mick Fletcher Colin Bennett Sue Brotherton Margaret Haste 

David Richmond Jill Woolley Worship   
 Barbara Scane Martin Allen 
  Graham Clark Enid Brumsen 

  David Richmond   

PCC Special Responsibilities 

Who’s who 
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Calendar 
 
 

APRIL 

 

 

Monday 1  7.45.pm Historical Society: Museum, School Lane 
       Mr. Ian Bott: Black Country Burials 

Tuesday 2   Church Electoral Roll closes. 

Wednesday 3  7.30.pm Post-Lenten Get-together in The Ark 

Saturday 6  7.30.pm Tarantara Concert: Church 

Sunday 7   3.30.pm Tea Time Concert in the Baptist Church 

Tuesday 9   Country Market: Alvechurch Library 

Thursday 11  7.30.pm Rowney Green Horticultural Society: Peace Hall 

Sunday 14  6.00.pm United Service in St Laurence Church 

Monday 15  7.00.pm PACT Meeting in the Village Hall 
    with Police and Crime Commissioner Bill Longmore 

   8.00.pm Parish Council AGM: Village Hall 

Tuesday 16  MAY GRAPEVINE GOES TO PRESS 
   8.00.pm Annual Parochial Church Meeting: The Ark 

Wednesday 17  10.30.am Can You Hear Me?- Tanyard Community Centre 

Friday 19  7.30.pm Jazz Concert: The Ark 

Saturday 20  10.30.am Table Top Sale by the Bellringers: The Ark 

Sunday 21  9.30.am Peruvian Service in St Laurence Church 

Tuesday 23  2.30.pm St George’s Day Afternoon Tea: Village Hall 

Thursday 25  10.15.am Tiny Tots Service: Church 
   12.15.pm Ark Café reopens after the Easter break. 

Sunday 28  3.00.pm Young Musicians Showcase: St Laurence Church 

 

 
 

HARLEQUIN PRINT LTD, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Park, Birmingham, B30 3HZ. 
Tel: 0121 459 3454  FAX: 0121 458 3089  Email: sales@harlequinprint.co.uk 


