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St Laurence Church Alvechurch 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

8.00.am Holy Communion 
9.30.am Family Service 

with Holy Communion on the 1st Sunday 
and Baptisms on the 4th Sunday 

11.00.am Parish Eucharist 
6.00.pm Evensong 

 

At Rowney Green Shared Church 
9.30.am Methodist/Anglican Service 

with Holy Communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month 
 

DAILY SERVICE 
 

9.00.am Monday to Friday 
In St Laurence Church 

 

ORGANISATIONS 
 

Sunday Club  Sundays at 9.30.am in the Church and Ark (445 1854) 
 

Choir   Thursdays at 7.45.pm in Church (445 3569) 
 

Bellringers  Sundays at 10.30.am and 5.30.pm 
   Tuesday Practice at 7.30.pm (01527 64077) 

 

Women’s Fellowship 4th Wednesday of the month at 2.00.pm  
   in Tanyard Lane Community Centre (445 2125) 
 

Mum’s the Word Thursdays at 9.30.am  in The Ark (07773509390) 
   Tiny Tots Service 10.15.am 2nd Thursday of the month 
 

Ark Café  Thursdays during term time at 12.15.pm (447 7017) 
 

Home Group  Thursday, 7.30.pm at the Coach House (445 2547) 
 

Messy Church  Quarterly on a Saturday in The Ark (445 1985) 
 

THE ARK 
Enquiries to Ian Price 0121 447 7955 

 
 

Registered as a Charity in England and Wales: Charity Number 1131783 
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Dick Russell writes... 
Dear Friends, 
 
Most of you who read 
our ‘Grapevine’ 
magazine will be aware 
that since last July 

those who together form the regular 
congregations  of St Laurence Church have 
been carrying on both worshiping and 
keeping all our regular activities going 
without an ordained ministerial 
appointment.  This will be continuing for 
some little time yet.  We have received a 
great deal of support both from retired 
clergy, (one of whom, Don Wrapson, lives 
and worships here), from the Rural Dean, 
and from a few others not in parish posts.  
We have also had a visit from our Diocesan 
Bishop, John Inge. 

 
Visitors such as these come generally in 

order to be what we call ‘celebrant’ or 
‘president’ in conducting the service called 
Holy Communion or The Lord’s Supper.  You 
may also hear it referred to as ‘The 
Eucharist’ (from a Greek word meaning 
‘Giving thanks’).  This originated from the 
Jewish tradition known as the ‘breaking of 
bread’, when a prayer was said as people 
were about to take a meal together, 
remembering as they did so their belief that 
God had made a special Covenant with them.    

 
Now on the day of Jesus’s arrest in the 

Garden of Gethsemane he told his friends, as 
he broke the bread and shared with them 
the cup of wine, that God was about to make 
a New Covenant with them, that his body 
was about to be broken, and that they were 
to represent that body from now on, and 
that the bread he broke was to symbolise 
that fact for them when they ate it.  He did 
the same for the wine;  this was to stand for 
the blood he would shed. 

 
Just imagine how frightening and puzzling 

that must have seemed! - especially when 
they understood that one of their own 
company had betrayed Jesus to his enemies  
to ensure that what he had just told them 
would actually happen!  - and even more so 
when he said , “I want you to re-enact what I 
have just done, when you come together, to 
remind yourselves of this New Covenant, or 
Commandment  - ‘Go on loving me, and one 
another, and I’ll go on loving you into 
Eternity’” 

 
So every Sunday that is what takes place at 

St Laurence Church. 
 
Our church here is growing in numbers 

attending. Any of you are welcome to come 
on Sundays at 9.30am as a family to worship, 
as Philippa Brakes recently pointed out.  Or 
you could come in the evening for a taste of 
Evensong with its musical settings of The 
Song of Mary and Song of Simeon and also 
an anthem sung by the choir.  Or you could 
come to Holy Communion at 8 (without 
music) or 11 o’clock in the morning (with 
songs to sing).    

 
If you are a baptised adult member of the 

Anglican Communion (Church of England), or 
full member of other denominations,  you 
are invited to receive the broken bread and 
wine, (Holy Communion); and anyone can 
come to the alter rail, and, by keeping your 
hands below the rail, receive alternatively a 
blessing. 

 
Don’t be afraid to come  - if you either 

want help or just to make yourself known, let 
anyone at the back of the church know and 
they would be pleased to assist you.  

 
NOW READ ON 
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 EVENTS IN HOLY WEEK 
 

Maundy Thursday  (17th April) 
The Annual Commemoration of 
‘The Last Supper’. This includes a 
symbolic washing of feet. 
Volunteers invited! 
 
Good  Friday (18th April) 
Our ‘Churches Together’ provides 
a series of services to explore on 
this most significant of Holy Days.  
* (see below). 
 
Easter Day  (20th April) 
Our usual range of services for Sunday will operate. 
 
*CHURCHES TOGETHER IN ALVECHURCH  & ROWNEY 
GREEN ON GOOD FRIDAY - 18th April  
 
10:30am - A pilgrimage walk, with participants (who are 
able to do so), assisting to carry a cross, which aims to set 
out from St Laurence Church: heading to Rowney Green 
Shared Chapel on footpaths over the fields with thoughts 
and readings on the way, arriving to have light 
refreshments (which our Rowney Green folk have offered 
to serve) whilst eating packed lunches brought with them 
(those on the walk);  very suitable for families with older 
children and youths, who may have tasks asked of them. 
 
10:30am - If wet, (it has been known for rain to practically 
drown those on the walk,) or as an alternative anyway, an 
opportunity to make Easter Gardens in the church at St 
Laurence's; 
 
1pm - A Catholic service for Good Friday, at St Mary's; 
 
2pm - A Baptist service at Alvechurch Baptist Church, led by 
John Hill. 
 
We hope all these available options over the Easter period 
might lead many to a meaningful and memorable Christian 
experience. 

Huntleys 

Funeral Services 

Serving your community for 130 years 
 

Your local family orientated funeral directors 

of distinction, offering a traditional and caring 
service with attention to detail 

FOR 24 HOUR IMMEDIATE 

ATTENTION 

01527 892900 

    12 Feckenham Road   
Astwood Bank 

Branch also at 

58 Ipsley Street , Redditch 

01527 62106 
Providers of the Perfect Choice Funeral Plan 
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 Garden Centre 
Opening hours 

Mon-Fri 9 to 5, Sat 10 to 4 
 

  Woodwork 

Packing / assembly 

Landscaping / maintenance 
 

Support your local cha rity which offers peop le 

with special needs the opportunity to 

experience the real world of work. 

Wellesbourne Close 
Easemore Road, Redditch 
B98 8ER 
01527 69955 

WHERE NEXT 

ASSOCIATION 

 "Rectory Cottage Bed and Breakfast" 

Old Rectory Lane,  
Alvechurch 

 

offers  
warm and welcoming accommodation, 
with super breakfasts and attractive, 

spacious bedrooms.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Celia on 

0121 445 4824, or visit our website 

www. rectorycottage-alvechurch.co.uk 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Alvechurch Village Society 
Ray Yarnell writes… 
 

The next event in the programme is a talk by Alyson Williams , 
the Manager of Alvechurch Library ,entitled ''Delivering more 
than you imagine - for less than you think''. The talk will be 
held in Alvechurch Village Hall at 7.45pm on Wednesday 23rd 
April 2014. 
 

The April walk will be led by Sue Phillips (0121 445 3620 ) at 
2.30pm on Sunday 6th April and is ''A walk around Hanbury'' 
meeting at Pipers Hill Woods Car Park (OS ref 957652  --
postcode B60 4AS ). 
 

The May walk will be led by Eileen McHugh (0121 445 6080) 
at 2.00pm on Sunday 11th May (please note this is the second 
Sunday ), and is ''A walk around Coughton Court to the  
Spernal area '', meeting at Coughton Court Car Park B49 5JA 
(closes at 5.00pm ). 
  

Rowney Green Horticultural Society 
 
The society next meet at Rowney Green Village hall on  
Thursday 10th April at 7.45pm. Duncan Coombs will talk 
about ‘Spring in Japan’.  
 
Non-members are very welcome at £3.50p including refresh-
ments. For more details contact Janet Barnett on 01527 
62262. 

GRAND EASTER RAFFLE  
AT ‘THE LOUNGE’ 

 

Many prizes to be won 
Tickets only £1.00  

On sale from 5th April  
The draw will be made on Saturday 19th April at ‘The 

Lounge’ at 12.30pm 
All proceeds from the raffle go to ‘The Lounge’ 

 

Also 
Knitted craft-ware on sale made by the ‘Knit & Knatter’ 
group which meet every other Monday (started 17th 

March) at ‘The Lounge’ 1.30pm - 3.30pm. 
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The Midland Sinfonia  
Presents 

Serenata Winds 
 

Saturday 5th April 2014, 7.30pm 
The Ark, St Laurence Church, Alvechurch, B48 7SB  

 

Neil Aston, clarinet 
Clare-Louise Appleby, flute 
Simon Dewhurst, oboe 

Cath Butler, horn 
Alison Brierley, bassoon 

 

‘Sosban Fach’, written to celebrate the birth of Prince George, 
is premiered this evening during a programme of wide-ranging 

English music. 
 

Tickets: on the door £13, In advance £12 from The Village 
Green Grocer Alvechurch 

 
FT students £5, children free when accompanied by an adult. 

 
For more details of future concerts and events, to reserve 

tickets or to join our database see 
www.midlandsinfonia.co.uk, email 

marian@midlandsinfonia.co.uk  
or telephone 0121 447 7040 

 

Alvechurch Historical Society 
 

We had a very interesting talk this month from Paul Hudson 
about the Archive and Archaeology service at THE HIVE library 
at Worcester. 

 

There you can access a tremendous amount of records to do 
with all aspects in the County both old and new.  Like Dr Who’s 
Tardis it looks small on the outside but has so much information 
stored away. They are very willing to help you in any searches 
you wish to make and the building is well worth a visit as it is so 
modern and well designed.  Our speaker for Monday, 7th April 
will be Mr Max Keen telling us about The English Civil War in 
Worcestershire.   

 

We meet the first Monday of the month in the Museum, 
School Lane at 7.45pm.  As usual plenty of parking in St.Mary’s 
Church car park with their kind permission.  Please join us, it 
should be a very interesting talk. Margaret Gardner (0121 445 
1649). 

 

 

Kathryn Collinson 
BA Hons, BEd Hons, ALCM 

 
Lessons 

from 
20 minutes 

to 
1 hour 

 
 
Music tuition – All Styles 
 Classical, Bass and Electric Guitar 

 Piano and Keyboard 

 For exams or just for fun 
 

Maths and English Tuition 
 SATS / confidence building 

 Special needs 

 Ages from 5-11 years 
 

Tel: 0121 445 3523 
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The Leys Residential Home 

Old Birmingham Road 

Alvechurch B48 7TQ 

 

Offering a warm, welcoming and caring  

environment for later years. 

For further information, or to arrange 

a visit, please call 

0121 445 5587 

 James Giles  

& Sons 
A FAMILY OWNED FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

ESTABLISHED 1916 
 

Serving all communities 
with dignity and 
understanding 

 

 Private Chapel of Rest 

 Day and Night Service 

 Woodland Burial 

 Golden Charter and Help 
the Aged Funeral Plans 

 Catering and Floral 
Tributes 

 

Telephone 01527 872318 
24 Stourbridge Road 

Bromsgrove, Worcs, B61 0AE 

A Favourite Bible Passage  
from Gordon Parsons 
 
        Jesu's blessings 
 

 There are ten Commandments, yet 
curiously ten minus one Beatitudes. All 
nine are to be found in the gospel of 
Matthew chapter 5 verses 3 to 11 and 
they form the nucleus of 'the Sermon on 
the Mount'.  
 

You are invited to read them below, noting that the 'Kingdom 
of Heaven is given more than once - initially to the poor in 
spirit, and then to those wronged by persecution. Yet every 
instance contains an implied promise to reward or an inferred 
mandate to compensate (the hallmark of a restorative God). By 
deduction, those with a humble, penitent and contrite heart 
may share the gift of abundance that is Christ's kingdom here 
on earth as in heaven.  
 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of  
heaven. 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for 
they shall be filled. 
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the sons 
of God. 
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say 
all kinds of evil against you falsely for my name's sake. 
 

The over-arching message is that it is such people, those whose 
fortunes run contrary to what is usually seen as the source of 
happiness, are the ones who receive a special joy as believers/
followers. Among other things, Jesus declares the advantages 
of humility, and in verses 12 to 16 that follow issues a rallying 
call which includes the exhortation 'Let your light shine'.  
 

Both the passages referred to herein are direct, unambiguous, 
powerful, and emphatic. I like the way we are left in no doubt 
about what is required and what to expect as a result of  
following Christ. I like the emphasis on the positive. That’s why 
for me I count them among my favourite sections of the Bible. 
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Burcot Grange 
Residential 

Care Setting for 
the Elderly 

 
A unique blend of luxury  country  house 
living and quality  forward thinking  care, 
Burcot Grange is the perfect place for 
retirement living. 
 

Long term care 
 

Individua lly designed independent liv ing 

suites 
 

Short stay convalescent and holiday 

accommodation 
 

For more information or to arrange a visit 
go to  www.burcotgrange.com  

Burcot Grange, 23 Greenhill, Burcot, 
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, B60 1BJ. 

0121 445 5552 admin@burcotgrange.com  

 
It’s The Thought That Counts 
From Michael Fletcher 
 

Three sons left home, went out on their own and prospered. 
Getting back together, they discussed the gifts they were able 
to give their elderly mother.  
 

The first said: "I built a big house for our mother." The second 
said: "I sent her a Mercedes with a driver." The third smiled 
and said: "I've got you both beat. You remember how mom 
enjoyed reading the Bible? And you know she can't see very 
well. So I sent her a remarkable parrot that recites the entire 
Bible. It took elders in the church 12 years to teach him. He's 
one of a kind. Mother just has to name the chapter and verse, 
and the parrot recites it."  
 

Soon thereafter, mom sent out her letters of thanks:  
"David," she wrote one son: "The house you built is so huge. I 
live in only one room, but I have to clean the whole house."  
 

"John," she wrote to another: "I am too old to travel. I stay at 
home most of the time, so I rarely use the  
Mercedes. And the driver is so rude!"  
 

"Dearest Jeffrey," she wrote to her third son: 
"You have the good sense to know what your 
mother likes. The chicken was delicious."  
 

Spring Time at Alvechurch Library 
Caren Battle writes… 
 

On Monday 7th April we are holding an Easter Craft Sale in the 
library from 10am - 12 noon  and  2pm - 4pm. Our very lively 
library craft group meets every week on Monday mornings and 
is busy making all sorts of items for the sale. We are raising 
money to be shared between the Alvechurch Library and The 
Lounge so please come and support us. 
 

Come and join us in the library on Saturday 12th April at 11am 
to build Eco Bug Houses. To celebrate Spring and to help with 
local conservation issues we will be making dens to keep bugs 
and creepy crawlies cosy, ready for when they hibernate later 
on in the year. We will also be making bird feeders out of sun-
flower seeds. The cost for this event will be £1.50p per family. 
 

Looking further ahead we will be starting a new Books  
Together 5 week course on Friday 2nd May. This course is 
designed for parents with children aged 2 to 5, and will help to 
develop a love of reading. The cost is £37.50p. Please call 
01905 822722 for further information and to book a place at 
any of our events. 
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Ark Café 
 
The café closes  on 3rd April 

after the Beef Lunch for the 
Easter break. 

 

A thank you to all our regular customers for their support 
since Christmas and we hope you have all enjoyed our hot 
meals each Thursday. 

 

The café will reopen on 1st May for the summer season 
with our hot meals, starting off with SHEPHERD’S PIE. 

 

We look forward to your continuing support over the 
summer period. 

 

Some Easter thoughts  
 
I was reading such a sad story the other day about a 

woman whose mother had been killed when she ran into the 
road to save her three year old daughter.  All her life this 
woman had struggled to come to terms with being 
responsible for her mother’s death.  Yet surely most parents 
would risk or, if necessary, give their lives to save their 
children.  It’s because we love them so much, we value their 
lives above our own.  I’m quite sure that the mother in the 
story, had she known she would die, would still have made 
the choice she did.  Perhaps her daughter should celebrate 
just how precious she was. 

 

And then I thought - Jesus made just that choice, knowing 
he would die.  He didn’t make it just for one child, but for me 
and for every one of us.  For him it was worth the pain of a 
humiliating death on a cross to save each one of us.  Without 
his death we would have to pay the price for all the wrong 
things we have done, said and thought.  But on the cross he 
took the punishment for us – like the mother who took the 
force of the oncoming lorry.  So we can be free, if we accept 
his sacrifice and rejoice in just how much we were and are 
loved. 

 

Of course the really good news is that death couldn’t hold 
him and Jesus rose again.  Now that does sound like 
something worth celebrating this Easter – with eggs and 
bunnies for new life and, perhaps, a visit to church to say 
thank you to Jesus for what he did and can still do for us. 
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Showroom and Workshop 
338 Alcester Road, Burcot,  

Bromsgrove B60 1BH 

Tel: (01527) 876200 
07710976744  

All Work  
is to the 
Highest 

Standard 

 
 

D SEELEY AND 

COMPANY 

 
 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND 

REGISTERED AUDITOR 

40 BEAR HILL, ALVECHURCH 

TELEPHONE 0121 445 2445 

Email: dseeley.co@btinternet.com 
 

We offer a comprehensive service 

including book-keeping, payroll, VAT, 

accounts and taxation for sole traders, 

partnerships, charities and  

limited companies  

 

Contact David or Susan Seeley to discuss 

how we can help you 

Registered to carry out Audit work by the 

Institute of Chartered Accountants in 

England & Wales   

THOMAS 

BROTHERS 

Funeral Directors 

Prepayment Plan,  

Private Chapels,  

"Woodland Burial" 
24 hour Personal Service 

 

A family-owned funeral directors 
offering a friendly, dignified service, 

paying attention to detail. 
 

Tel: 01527 547777 
494 Evesham Road 

Crabbs Cross, Redditch 
S.A.I.F. 

12A Red Lion Street 
Alvechurch   B48 7LF 

0121 445 3422 
S.A.I.F. 

News From Rowney Green Shared Church 

First a big thank you to everyone who helped and supported 
us at our Alcester Male Voice Choir concert.  We hope you all 
enjoyed the evening as much as we did, and we are delighted 
to tell you that we raised £800 for the Renovation Fund. 

Launching of Chalet Retreat Centre. This will take place on 
Saturday April 26th at 3.00pm.  All are welcome to join us but, 
as space is limited, please let us know if you would like to 
come. 

Lunch at Rowney Green Shared Church. Every second 
Wednesday from 12.30pm. No charge, but donations wel-
comed. We would love to see you, but please let us know so 
that we can make sure there is plenty of food! 

Elizabeth Richmond .  0121 445 3569 

WANTED! at Alvechurch Library 
 

Do you have any skills you'd like to put to good use and have 
a little spare time. Then why not volunteer at Alvechurch  

Library.  Please contact Alyson Williams, Library Manager for 
more details on 01905 822722 or email  

alvechurchLib@worcestershire.gov.uk or pop in and see us 
in person. Please call 01905 822722 for further information 
and to book a place at any of our events.  
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New Art Class At The Ark 
 

The Hillside Art Group is moving to the Ark with the first art class 
starting  on Wednesday 9th April at 7.30pm. Future Art classes run on the 
2nd Wednesday of the month. 

 

For more information please contact Denise Morris on 445 4185. 
 

St Laurence Women’s Fellowship 
Jill Woolley writes… 
 

Our speaker in February, Dr Gillian White gave an interesting talk about The History of the 
Teddy Bear from the first Steiff bear through all the changes to the many different styles and 
colours we have today. On March 26th we welcome back Virginia David who will entertain us 
with a Flower Arranging Demonstration. On April 23rd we hold our Annual General Meeting re-
viewing the past year and making plans for the future. 

 

Women’s World Day Of Prayer 
Jill Woolley writes… 
 

The annual Women’s World Day of Prayer Service was held at St Mary’s R.C. Church on Friday 
March 7th. Around 35 women and men attended the service. Representatives from all four 
churches in the parish took park in the service which had been arranged by the women of Egypt, 
a country that has been at the heart of civilisation and is now beset with many problems, so the 
theme ‘Streams in the Desert’ was very apt.  

 

Our speaker Sister Anna O’Connor based her talk on the story of Jesus and the Samaritan  
women at the well at Sychar which was part of the service. Jesus the source of life-giving water - 
the women the first Missionary as she brought her Samaritan neighbours to Christ. After the 
service we enjoyed a time of refreshments and fellowship with delicious Egyptian style cake 
made by members of the Catholic Church.  

 

Our thanks go to everyone who helped to make our small part in the World Day of Prayer so  
successful, particularly David Richmond who played the organ and John Jill who arranged the 
video presentation. 

 

News from the Tower 

Geoff Franklin writes… 
 

Just a reminder that our annual Table Top Sale is on Saturday 12th 
April in the Ark. Doors will open at 10:30 and we'll have the usual  
refreshments, bacon butties and home-made cakes. Come along and 
see what you can find. 

 

   We still need more stock for our own table - books, ornaments,  
gardening, or whatever you've got. Talk to a bell ringer or email  
alvechurchbells@yahoo.co.uk if you can help. Ask Karen on 0121 445 
4980 if you'd like to book a table for yourself.  
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Wedding Bells 
 

On Friday 22nd November Cheryl Heaney married Philip Hinks. Reverent Peter Holazapfel 
conducted the service to the great delight of the congregation who listened and laughed to his 
thoughtful and charismatic hilarious stories. 

 
The Bride wore a beautiful delicate one-off sweetheart dress by Anne Marie which had a 

beautiful crystal beaded waist-band with flowers; long flowing train and a delicate layered 
front; Swarovski tiara; veil by Richard Designs with Swarovski droplets and silver trim; bouquet 
of gypsophila with cream roses. The Bride was accompanied by her sister Jemma and best 
friend’s daughter Natalie; in their Dessy Valentine (raspberry) bridesmaid dresses and 
gypsophila bouquets they walked behind the Bride and father Michael. 

 
The Groom was accompanied by his Best Man David (childhood friend) and three Ushers: 

Lewis (Cheryl and Phil’s son), Luke (Phil’s Nephew) and David (Cheryl’s brother). They wore  
traditional short tailed grey morning suits with valentine (raspberry) cravats and ivory waist- 
coats. 

 
The Church Arch was decorated with Gypsophila and red berries created by VIP Functions. 

Cream and red bows were placed on the pews. The church choir sang gloriously and the 

weather was bright and sunny.  The church bells rang as the bride and groom left the church 

to enjoy their married life together. 



Page 13 

Kids Corner 
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Obituaries 
 

JOHN JOSEPH BARTLETT 
 

A man who lived in Callow Hill Road and 
worked as an electrician at the Princess of 
Wales Hospital in Bromsgrove prior to 
retirement, died on 21 February at the age of 
73. 

 

John Joseph Bartlett was an only child born 
to Elizabeth and Arthur Bartlett at Loveday 
Street, Birmingham in 1941.  He attended 
Bordesley Green Technical School, followed 
by Garretts Green Technical College where he 
studied electrical engineering.  He worked for 
various electrical companies including Electra 
Birmingham, City Electric and the HAT group 
of companies.  

 

Following the death of his parents, he 
continued to live in the family home in Hall 
Green.  He was a member of the Hall Green 
Photographic Society where he met many of 
his lifelong friends. Following the death of his 
father, he met Brenda and they became 
engaged.  On the Thursday before the 
Saturday wedding he suffered serious heart 
problems which warranted a triple bypass 
operation.  Wedding plans were put on hold 
and remade weeks later. 

 

He and Brenda set up home in Alvechurch. 
He loved all kinds of music and even built his 
own organ. He was a practical man who was 
able to use his skills to mend broken 
equipment and undertake DIY tasks around 
the home. 

 

His final employment was at the Princess of 
Wales Hospital in Bromsgrove. Following 
retirement he spent many happy hours 
visiting National Trust properties, tending his 
garden and holidaying overseas. 

 

He loved family times, celebrating meals 
with family, brothers-in-law Bob and Ray, his 
cousin Margaret and her husband John, and 

his nieces Julia and Helen. 
 

He will be remembered as a gentle man, 
who was courteous and patient whilst having 
a dry wit and sense of humour. 

 

His funeral was held in St Laurence Church on 

Tuesday 4 March and the hymns sung were 

All things bright and beautiful and Abide with 

me. The service was followed by committal at 

Redditch Crematorium. 

DOREEN BEAUCHAMP 
 

A person who spent the majority of her 
adult life living and working in Ash Lane, 
Hopwood, died on 24 February at the age of 
75. 

 

Doreen Beauchamp was one of three 
children born into a family in Handsworth, 
Birmingham.  She is survived by her brother, 
Bob, and her sister, Christine. After attending 
school in Erdington, she worked as a 
dressmaker and the skills she learnt were to 
serve her well for the rest of her life. 

 

She married Donald Beauchamp in 1958 
and their first home was with her husband’s 
parents in Ash Lane.  She was the mother of 
two children, David and Lyn, and 
grandmother to Hannah and Jake and great-
grandmother to Oliver. Her family was at the 
centre of her life. 

 

She had a number of jobs during her life, 

including work in the private library at Lewis’s 

Department Store, operating a knitting 

machine, in the offices of the Alvechurch firm 

Delson’s, and in a shop on the Lickey Hills 

before she focused her efforts on the family 

garden centre in Ash Lane and her son’s 

garden centre at Martin Hussingtree, 

Worcester.  She was a very hard worker but 

always brought gaiety and fun to wherever 

she worked. 
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She lived for a while in Great Barr before 
moving to Blythesway and then, in 1977, to 
the Ash Lane Garden Centre.  She was a 
regular worshipper at the Family Service in St 
Laurence Church and, in latter years, helped 
with The Ark Café.  She was an active 
supporter of an orphanage in Zambia. 

 

She will be remembered as a hard-working 
person, who eschewed fuss.  She was a good 
listener and loved her home and family. 

 

Her funeral was held in St Laurence Church 

on Tuesday 4 March and was followed by 

committal at Redditch Crematorium.  The 

hymns sung were All things bright and 

beautiful and The Lord’s my shepherd. 

VALERIE ANN WOOLRIDGE 
 
A well-known person in the antiques trade, 

who lived for over fifty years at Scarfield, 
Alvechurch, died on 23 February at the age of 
72. 

 

Valerie Ann Woolridge was one of two 
sisters born into a family in Northfield during 
the Second World War.  She is survived by her 
sister, Sue.  When she was fourteen years of 
age she met the man she was to marry and 
with whom she shared fifty-four years of her 
life. She and Henry Woolridge married in 
1960 at St Laurence Church, Northfield and 
they made their married home at 1 Scarfield 
Cottages.  She was the mother of Mark and 
Tracey and grandmother to Bekky, Matthew, 
Oliver and Sophie.  She loved her family 
dearly. 

 

She had numerous jobs during her working 
life.  After leaving Tinkers Farm School, she 
worked for a time in the office of Wards of 
Selly Oak.  Then followed employment with 
The Flexible Spring Company of Alvechurch, 
followed by duty as a school dinner lady and 
cleaner before she established herself as an 

antiques dealer. She expanded her antiques 
business and became an exhibitor at the NEC.  
She also helped her husband with his building 
projects and was willing, at the age of 60,  to 
give up the comforts of her home to live in a 
caravan whilst building work was in progress. 
In 1999 she moved into a new home at Kiln 
Court where she applied her skills for interior 
design and gardening. 

 

She will be remembered as a forthright 
person, who was mentally and physically 
strong and good fun to be with.  She was able 
to laugh at herself and had a playful nature.  
She had a big personality and made many 
friends, as was witnessed by the large 
number of people who filled St Laurence 
Church for her funeral on Wednesday 12 
March. 

 

At her funeral, a tribute was given by Ann 

Williams, her sister-in-law, and a poem was 

read by her daughter, Tracey.  The hymns 

sung were All things bright and beautiful and 

William Blake’s Jerusalem. After the church 

service, her coffin was carried to Redditch 

Crematorium in a white horse-drawn 

carriage. Her cremated remains are to be 

interred in the churchyard. 

CHARLES HANCOX  
 

The Funeral of Charles Edward Hancox took 
place at St Laurence church on Tuesday 11th 
March. Many of his friends and members of 
his large family turned out on the lovely 
spring day to pay tribute to a much loved 
man who died at the age of 93.  

 

Charlie was born on 4th January 1921, lost 
his Mum when he was young, and he and his 
brother and sister were brought up by their 
stepmother Kate, who went on to have 8 
children.  
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The eleven children grew up in Birmingham, 
but when he married Joan Curtis in 1947 
Charlie moved to Latimer Road Alvechurch 
where he lived until 2010. Sadly Joan died 3 
years after giving birth to their only daughter 
Susan. His sister Evelyn and her husband 
moved in and took care of Sue and her Dad. 

 

Charlie was a keen footballer in his youth, 
and a member of Alvechurch amateur team. 
He was also a staunch supporter of Aston 
Villa as anyone who met him at his favourite 
haunt, the Crown in Withybed Green, would 
know.  He left school at the age of 14 and 
spent most of his working life as scaffolder. 
One of his proudest moments came when he 
was overseeing the preparation of 
Caernarvon castle for the investiture of the 
Prince of Wales. A popular but private man 
Charlie was is best described as ‘the man you 
can’t buy a drink for’, he would always get to 
the bar first! 

 

He will be remembered for his generosity, 
his sociability and his cheeky grin… and by his 
family as the one who couldn’t resist 
meddling with mechanical devices. 

 

His daughter Sue and granddaughters Lisa 
and Kerry provided tributes at a service led by 
Sue Phillips, the Bible reading was from 
Revelation 21 and the congregation sang 
Charles Wesley’s wonderful hymn Love 
Divine, all loves excelling, before his body was 
laid to rest in the churchyard alongside his 
wife Joan. 

 

EDWARD PETER GRACE 
 

A man, who moved to Rowney Green when 
he was four years old and remained there for 
the remainder of his life, died at the 
beginning of March aged 82. 

 

Edward Peter Grace, who was known as 
Peter, was born in Harborne but moved to 
Longfield Manor, Rowney Green when he was 
just four years of age. He had one sister called 

Joyce. After attending Lickey School he was 
educated at Brampton and Uppingham 
before undertaking National Service aboard 
HMS Starling. 

 

He then joined the Birmingham legal 
practice of Ragg & Co as an articled clerk.  He 
took law exams in London before joining 
Coley & Tiley as a young solicitor.  It was here 
that he met his wife-to-be, Brenda. They 
married in 1970 and shared twenty years 
together before her sudden and premature 
death in 1990. 

 

He was the father of three children: Hugh 
and twins William and Sarah. 

In retirement, he pursued his interest in 
fine art, enrolling at New College Redditch 
before undertaking a BA degree in Fine Art at 
Solihull.  In addition to his legal work, he ran a 
flock of sheep on his land in Rowney Green 
and was a keen vegetable gardener.  He was 
well-read and believed in filling every 
moment of life with purposeful activity. He 
was a regular weekly worshipper at the early 
morning Holy Communion Service at the 
parish church. 

 

He will be remembered as a gentleman 
with a ready smile, a twinkle in his eye and a 
story to tell anyone who would listen.  

 

His funeral was held in St Laurence Church 

on Friday 21 March. A Tribute was given by 

his son, William and extracts from Swallows 

and Amazons by Arthur Ransom and Crossing 

the Bar by Alfred Lord Tennyson were read.  

The hymns were Lord of all hopefulness, The 

Lord’s my shepherd and He who would valiant 

be.   

The service was followed by the Committal 

at Redditch Crematorium.  His cremated 

remains are to be interred in the churchyard, 

along with those of his wife, at a future date. 
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Flowers for April 2014 
'EASTER LILLYS AND FLOWERS’ 
Ann Thurrell writes... 

Easter Day is on 20th April and with this in mind I am requesting help 
with the usual decorating of our church.   
 
I will be in church from 9.00am on Saturday 19th April so offers of help 
will be gratefully appreciated.   
 
Lilies that have been given in memory of loved ones will be used along 
with other spring flowers/foliage.  This is always a lovely time to enjoy 
once more the beautiful perfume and meaning of the lily flower.    
 
Please come along and help in making Easter special.  My telephone 
number is 01214477886 or I can be contacted by email  

                       annthurrell@hotmail.co.uk   

From The Registers 

Baptisms 
We welcome you into the Lord’s family 
 

Photographs of the newly-baptized can be found on the church  
website - www.alvechurch-stlaurence.org  
 

March 23 Ralph Southall 
  Ethan Perkins 

Funerals and Cremations 
May they rest in the peace of Christ 
 

March 4 John Bartlett   aged 73 
March 4 Doreen Beauchamp  aged 75 
March 11 Charles Edward Hancox  aged 93 
March 12 Valerie Woolridge   aged 72 
March 21 Edward ‘Peter’ Grace  aged 82 

Marriages 
Those whom God has joined together 
 

February 28 Claire Sproson & Brendon McFarren 
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Rector To be confirmed, The Rectory, School Lane, 445 1087 

       stlaurencealvechurch@yahoo.co.uk 
Licensed Lay Ministers Mr Dick Russell, 2 Gothic Cottages, Radford Rd, 445 3083 

  Ms Sue Phillips, Withybed Green, 445 3620 
Authorised Lay Ministers Mrs Helena Allen,  117 Birmingham Road, 445 5605 

 Mr Phil Burgess, Highlands, School Lane, 447 7468 

 Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 

 Ms Gloria Wilson, 11 Bear Hill Drive, 445 1854 

 Mrs Philippa Brakes, 56 Callow Hill Road, 445 3983 
 Mrs Lynne Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 
 Mrs Jayne Burgess, Highlands, School Lane, 447 7468 
 Mrs Annette Thomas, 8 Snake Lane, 445 5180 

Churchwardens Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 

 Mr Mick Fletcher, 13 Red Lion Street, 447 8451 

Deputy Wardens Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road, 01527 64077 
 Mr Andy Humphries, Sunnymead, Station Road, 445 5955 

  Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane, 445 3569 
  Mrs Alison Smith, 12 Hollington Road, 447 7293 

PCC Secretary Mrs Enid Brumsen, 32 Callow Hill Road, 445 0663  
PCC Treasurer Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 

Organist & Choirmaster Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane,445 3569 

Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Janet Wright, 28 Callow Hill Road, 445 4335 
Tower Captain Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road ,01527 64077 
Singing Group Mrs Lynda Wolstencroft, 49 Hinton Avenue, 445 3212 

Mum’s the Word Mrs Kate Grove, 07773509390 
Flower Co-ordinator Mrs Ann Thurrell, Top Barn, Scarfield Hill, 447 7668 

Women’s Fellowship Mrs Jill Woolley, 111 Birmingham Road, 445 2125 
Ark Booking Secretary ) Mr Ian Price, The Ark, School Lane, 447 7955 

& Grapevine advertising  )      thearkalvechurch@yahoo.co.uk 

Grapevine Editor)  
  

Finance and Standing Committee  Task Committee  

Graham Clark Mick Fletcher Alison Smith Jeremy Roberts 
Alison Smith Bob Dale Lynne Clark Sue Phillips 

Jeremy Roberts   Bob Dale  

Children and Youth   Churchyard  
Martin Allen Mick Fletcher Bob Dale Andy Humphries 
Pat Booth  Mick Fletcher  
  Peru and Missionary 

Buildings and Fabric  Sue Phillips Dick Russell 
Mick Fletcher Colin Bennett Sue Brotherton Margaret Haste 

David Richmond Jill Woolley Worship   
Janet Wright Barbara Scane Martin Allen 
  Graham Clark Enid Brumsen 
  David Richmond   

PCC Special Responsibilities 

Who’s who 

mailto:stlaurencealvechurch@yahoo.co.uk
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Calendar for APRIL 
 

Thursday 3  9.30am Mums The Word: The Ark 
  12.15pm Ark Café:  Beef carvery (Sold Out) 
 

Saturday 5 7.30pm The Midland Sinfonia Serenata Winds concert: The Ark 
 

Sunday 6  1.00pm Wedding Fayre from Affordable Weddings & Events: The Ark 
  2.00pm Alvechurch Village Society: A Walk Around Hanbury: 
   led by Sue Phillips: Meet at Pipers Hill car park (B60 4AS) 
 

Monday 7       10am & 2pm Easter Craft Sale: Alvechurch Library 
  7.30pm Ark Angels W.I. meeting: The Ark 
  7.45pm Alvechurch Historical Society: Talk by Max Keen: The English Civil 
   War in Worcestershire : Museum School Lane 
 

Thursday 10  9.30am Mums The Word: The Ark 
  10.15am Tiny Tots Service: Church 
  7.45pm Rowney Green Horticultural Society: Talk: Spring in Japan: 
   Rowney Green Village hall 
 

Friday 11  7.30pm Alcester Musical Theatre Company:  
   Songs From The Movies :The Ark 
 

Saturday 12 10.30am Table Top Sale: The Ark 
  11.00am Eco Bug House building: Alvechurch Library 
 

Sunday 13 PALM SUNDAY Services at 8.00.am, 9.30.am, 11.00.am and 6.00.pm 
 

Monday 14 2.00pm Forget-Me-Not: Sue Phillips: The Ark 
 

Tuesday 15 7.30pm Alvechurch PCC AGM: The Ark 
 

Wednesday 16 MAY GRAPEVINE GOES TO PRESS 
 

Thursday 17 MAUNDY THURSDAY 
  7.30pm  Eucharist: Church  
 

Friday 18  GOOD FRIDAY  
  10.30am  Pilgrimage walk: starting at St Laurence Church 
  1.00pm  A Catholic service for Good Friday, at St Mary's 
  2.00pm A Baptist service at Alvechurch Baptist Church led by John Hill 
 

Saturday 19 9.00.am  Decorating the church for Easter 
  6.30pm Easter Vigil 
 

Sunday 20 EASTER DAY SERVICES at 8.00.am, 10.30.am and 6.00.pm  
 

Wednesday 23 7.30pm St Laurence Women’s Fellowship: AGM 
  7.45pm  Alvechurch Village Society: Talk by Alyson Williams 
 

Monday 28 2.00pm Forget-Me-Not: Sue Phillips: The Ark 
 

 

HARLEQUIN PRINT LTD, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Park, Birmingham, B30 3HZ. 


