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St Laurence Church Alvechurch 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

8.00am Holy Communion 
Book of Common Prayer Communion Service, will take place on the 2nd and 4th  

Sundays of the month. On the other Sundays there will be an 8.00am Book of Common 
Prayer Communion Service at St Leonard’s in Beoley 

9.30am Family Service 
with Holy Communion on the 1st Sunday 

and Baptisms on the 4th Sunday 
11.15am Parish Eucharist 

6.00pm Evensong 
On the 4th Sunday of the month at 6pm there will be Sacred Space, a quieter more 

reflective space for worship  
 

On the 2nd Sunday of the month (4th in January), there will be a United Service 
(Churches Together in Alvechurch and Rowney Green), rotating between Alvechurch 
Baptist Church, St Mary's Roman Catholic Church, Rowney Green Shared Church and 

ourselves 
 

At Rowney Green Shared Church 
9.30am Methodist/Anglican Service 

 
DAILY SERVICE 

9.00am Monday to Friday in St Laurence Church 
 

ORGANISATIONS 
 

Sunday Club - Sundays during term time 9.30am Church & Ark  
 

Choir - Thursdays at 7.45pm in Church (445 3569) 
 

Bellringers - Sundays at 10.45am 
Tuesday Practice at 7.30pm (01527 64077) 

 

Women’s Fellowship - 4th Wednesday of the month at 2.00pm  
in Tanyard Lane Community Centre (445 2125) 

 

Mum’s the Word - Thursdays 9.30am to 11am in The Ark (sarah100work@gmail.com) 
              Tiny Tots Service - 10.45am 4th Thursday of the month 

 

Ark Cafe  - Thursdays during term time at 12.15pm (447 7017) 
 

Home Group - Thursdays  7.30pm at the Coach House (445 2547) 
 

THE ARK 
Enquiries to Ian Price 0121 447 7955 

 

Registered as a Charity in England and Wales: Charity Number 1131783 
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 Richard Bubbers writes...  
“Paradox,” said a friend, "sounds like a tab-
let you take for a headache." 
 

As we contemplate 2019 and what it may 
hold, another New Year challenges our  
attitudes to the new and the unknown. I am 
wondering whether "paradox" can help us 
by getting beneath the surface of things and 
enabling us to go deeper. 
 

Let's take a simple sentence as an example 
of paradox, "we learn from history that we 
do not learn from history." There are two  
statements in this sentence: (1) we learn 
from history, and (2) we do not learn from 
history. Surely one is the exact opposite of 
the other; and if that is true, do we not have 
a contradiction? How can both statements 
be true when they appear to be mutually  
incompatible? 
 

Obviously, both statements are true even 
though they contradict one another.  
However, combining two statements like 
this does not result in a contradiction.  
Instead, the mixture gives an even deeper 
truth than either statement can  
communicate on its own. Neither statement 
provides the "whole truth". Only by  
combining the two mutually exclusive  
statements do we arrive at the whole truth. 
This shows the power of paradox. 
 

A paradox, which actually comes from two 
Greek words meaning “contrary to belief or 
expectation”, consists of two truths which, 
when compared to each other, appear to be 
contradictory, but on further reflection 
prove to be compatible. Unlike a real  
contradiction which it is impossible to  
reconcile, a paradox is merely difficult to 
reconcile, and it can provide a deeper  
meaning. 
 

Life is full of paradox and the mysterious – 

the agony and the ecstasy are both real; and 
the Christian faith contains many paradoxes. 
If we can be more conscious of paradox and 
the mystery around us, this may help us to 
have a deeper understanding of our lives. 
Embracing and accepting paradox may help 
us to discover a more profound wisdom. 
Studies among survivors of concentration 
camps in Europe and prisoner of war camps 
in the Far East showed that those who sur-
vived tended to be those who somehow 
found meaning in their situation and were 
able to have some degree of hope in their 
lives, in spite of the situation they found 
themselves in. 
 

Paradox lies at the heart of the Christian's 
belief about God: Jesus is human yet divine, 
physical yet spiritual, killed yet alive,  
powerless yet powerful, victim yet victor, 
failure yet redeemer, marginalised yet cen-
tral. In him opposites are held together in 
God's work of reconciliation. 
 

We also see paradox at the heart of Jesus’ 
teaching about following his example and 
the journey to maturity: for example, we 
save our life by losing it (Mark 8. 34 – 37); 
and we rule by serving (Mark 10.42 – 45). 
If we can learn to live with paradox, we can 
be more able to live peacefully and happily, 
because everything on this earth is some 
mixture of positive and negative. As the 
Franciscan writer, Richard Rohr, has put it : 
you cannot see in total light or total  
darkness - you must have variations of light 
to see at all. 
 

May 2019 be an opportunity to discover 
deeper meaning and understanding in our 
lives. 
 

With all good wishes for a hope-ful New 
Year. 
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Showroom and Workshop 
338 Alcester Road, Burcot,  

Bromsgrove B60 1BH 

Tel: (01527) 876200  
07710976744  

All Work  
is to the 
Highest 

Standard 

Parish Prayers 
 

Prayers will be said in January 
at St Laurence Church for the 
residents of the following 
roads: 
 

 

6 January – Foxhill Lane 
 

13 January – George Road 
 

20 January – Grange Lane 
 

27 January – Gravel Pit Lane 
 

 

 
Watch out for something 
different – Alvechurch Arise 
Alyson Williams writes... 
 
You may think all is quiet in Alvechurch with Christmas 
on its way out and nought but the winter weather 
ahead but behind the scenes there’s a hive of activity 
going on preparing for ... Easter!  
 
Easter, 2019, promises to be one to remember as local 
churches of all denominations- their priests, ministera 
and congregations, are busy making plans,  together 
with our Baptist church, to bring the village a new way 
to celebrate the Easter Season. 
 
‘Alvechurch Arise’ is very much under wraps at present 
but whispers have been heard of soup kitchens, choirs, 
processions, family activities, street theatre, palms, 
rocks, egg hunt, children, donkey...  Intrigued?  So are 
we!  
 
Rest assured, we have a handle on this and will be 
bringing you more news as soon as we can  
uncover it. Meanwhile - watch this space!  
(:Donkey? In the Square? Donkey? Really..? ) 
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Letter from Archdeacon  
of Worcester 
 
We live in tumultuous political times, so much so that many 
people are literally switching off from TV and radio news. It 
does indeed seem that megaphone diplomacy, which, of 
course, is no diplomacy at all, is playing a bigger part in our 
public discourse. We must not have a false sense that 
history automatically gets better as we learn to live better, 
when it is clear that human sinfulness can mess things up 
just as effectively today as it ever did. 
 
So as Christians we must not be naïve about progress, but 
nor must we despair or give up hope either. We have a 
Gospel to proclaim and it is Good News. Our calling as 
Church in every generation is to be a community of hope, 
and if you look at the world in which Jesus lived, it was 
clearly as chaotic and seemingly hopeless as ours today. We 
must be realistic and yet bearers of hope. 
 
What concerns me about today’s politics is the poverty of 
our political discourse and conversation. Whatever else 
populism might or might not be, the language it uses is 
designed for newspaper headlines or media news feeds. It 
tries to give simple answers to complex questions. It feeds 
people’s sense of unfairness. It requires an enemy and puts 
people down. It does not have any nuances, allow for 
compromise or considered thought. Twentieth-century 
history shows us where it can lead. 
 
This is simply not good enough as a way of doing politics, or 
building a stable world order and country, nor indeed of 
running a church. Whenever we are tempted to caricature 
someone else’s belief and way of living out the faith, we 
need to check ourselves and remember wise words from 
the letter of James in the New Testament: ‘you must 
understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, 
slow to speak, slow to anger; for your anger does not 
produce God’s righteousness.’ 
 
Being ‘quick to listen’ – what might that look like in our 
public life? 
 
Archdeacon Robert Jones 

 

 Garden Centre 
Opening hours 

Mon-Fri 9 to 5, Sat 10 to 4 
 

  Woodwork 

Packing / assembly 

Landscaping / maintenance 
 

Support your local cha rity which offers peop le 

with special needs the opportunity to 

experience the real world of work. 

Wellesbourne Close 

Easemore Road, Redditch 

B98 8ER 

01527 69955 

WHERE NEXT 

ASSOCIATION 

 "Rectory Cottage Bed and Breakfast" 

Old Rectory Lane,  
Alvechurch 

 

offers  
warm and welcoming accommodation, 
with super breakfasts and attractive, 

spacious bedrooms.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Celia on 

0121 445 4824, or visit our website 

www. rectorycottage-alvechurch.co.uk 
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Kathryn Collinson 
BA Hons, BEd Hons, ALCM 

 
Lessons 

from 
20 minutes 

to 
1 hour 

 
 
Music tuition – All Styles 
 Classical, Bass and Electric Guitar 

 Piano and Keyboard 

 For exams or just for fun 
 

Maths and English Tuition 
 SATS / confidence building 

 Special needs 

 Ages from 5-11 years 
 

Tel: 0121 445 3523 
 

ADVERTISE HERE 
 

Just £150 for 12 months. 

Other options available. 
Reach readers in  

Alvechurch, Rowney Green, 
and surrounding areas. 

 

For more details contact Ian 

Price on 0121 447 7955 or email -  

thearkalvechurch@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 

Rowney Green Flower Club 
Debbie Taylor writes… 
 

For January there will be a post Christmas Lunch at The Ark 
Alvechurch, at 12 midday on the 24th. A cooked meal, salad or 
sandwich lunch costs £6 with an optional dessert at £2.50. 
Wine and soft drinks will be available for purchase. If you 
haven’t let Felicity know that you will be attending, please let 
her know on 07812 336263 by 17th January so numbers can 
be booked. Meal is open to members and friends. 
 

There will be no presentation in January but Claire  
Beckett will be demonstrating on 28th February. More details 
to follow next month.   
 

Looking to live a more Plastic Free Life? 
 

‘Pack It In – Zero Waste Living’ is an amazing new type of 
shop recently opened in Worcester. Offering a wide range of 
basic foods unpackaged: cereals, beans, lentils, rice, pasta, 
baking ingredients including flour, herbs and spices, loose leaf 
tea, coffee beans, nuts and dried fruit and oils and vinegars.  
 
We also offer refillable cleaning products and a variety of  
lifestyle items to help you live plastic free.  
 
We can make nut, oat or seed milks on demand and have a 
nut butter machine to make nut butter in the shop from lightly 
roasted nuts with nothing added. The beauty of this shop is 
that you can buy as much or as little as you want! Come in 
once a month to stock up on basics or come in for a few 
spoons of spices for a new recipe.  
 
Based in The Gallery (Old Market Hall), Off The Shambles, 
there is plenty of parking nearby. 
 

Alvechurch Historical Society 

Hilary Taylor writes… 
 

There will be no meeting in January, so the first meeting of the 

New Year will be the AGM, on Monday 4th February 2019. 

Our meetings are held on the first Monday of the month, at 

7.45pm, in the museum hut on School Lane.  Parking is     

available behind the Catholic Church, with their kind          

permission.   

Visitors are always welcome, just come along, or contact our 

chairman, Anne Humphries on 0121 445 5955. 
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 The Ark Cafe 
 
 
 
The menu for the Ark Cafe in January is as follows: 
 

January 10th  Beef Casserole 
January 17th  Roast Lamb 
January 24th  Glazed Gammon and Parsley Sauce  
January 31st  Roast Pork 
 

We look forward to your continued support as we start 
2019. 

 

Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity 
 

Later this year the 500th anniversary of the beginning of 
the Reformation will be commemorated across Europe. 
This provides the backdrop for the 2017 Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity, which runs from 18 - 25 January. 
Prepared by the Council of Churches in Germany, the 
theme under the heading Crossing Barriers is 
‘Reconciliation - the love of Christ compels us,’ based on 
the Biblical text 2 Corinthians 5:14-20 and prompted by 
Pope Francis in his apostolic exhortation Evangelium 
Gaudium. 
 
A prayer for the week: 
Almighty God, you sent your son Jesus Christ to  
reconcile the world to yourself. 
 

We praise you because through your Gospel, in all parts 
of the earth a community of love has been gathered 
together, and that in every place your servants call upon 
your name. 
 

May your Spirit awaken in every community a hunger 
and thirst for unity. 
Amen 
 

Find out more about the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity at: https://ctbi.org.uk/week-of-prayer-for-
christian-unity-2016/ 
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 Stained Glass windows 
Graham Clark writes… 
 

By the time you read this we will probably be in that period 
where all work ceases for nearly two weeks as we recover 
from the festivities of the season. As so it will be for our 
stained glass contractors. They will be taking a well-earned 
break. 
 

But a lot has already been achieved. The most obvious and 
visible part is that the scaffolding has been erected to give 
access to the higher levels and a temporary roof has been 
built over the north valley gully.  Inside the church the organ 
has been wrapped in sheeting to prevent any dust or debris 
from damaging its pipes or other working. Hopefully the 
slight muffling of the voice of the organ will not be reflected 
in the singing of the congregation.  
 

What you cannot see from ground level is that the first set 
of four windows (from the north clerestory) have been  
removed for repair back in the workshop. These are  
expected to be re-instated during January. We look forward 
to a significant reduction in the drafts by making these  
windows wind-proof (!) 
 

You will remember that we are also going to repair the north 
valley gully and install a better access which will make  
cleaning it easier in the future. The old asphalt has been 
stripped off and damaged boards removed ready for  
replacing after Christmas. The temporary roof will keep this 
area dry until the new materials are installed.  
 

January will see the completion of the work on the gully and 
the installation of the accessway. Masonry repairs will then 
be carried out around the gully and on the west face of the 
tower. Work on the other windows will follow. 
 

So far the weather has been reasonably kind to the  
contractors. Let us hope that this continues into the new 
year. 
 

Thank you again for all your support in helping make these 
necessary repairs happen so that we can conserve our lovely 
church for future generations.. 
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  James Giles  

& Sons 
A FAMILY OWNED FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

ESTABLISHED 1916 
 

Serving all communities 
with dignity and 
understanding 

 

 Private Chapel of Rest 

 Day and Night Service 

 Woodland Burial 

 Golden Charter and Help 
the Aged Funeral Plans 

 Catering and Floral 
Tributes 

 

Telephone 01527 872318 
24 Stourbridge Road 

Bromsgrove, Worcs, B61 0AE 

St Laurence Women’s  
Fellowship 
Jill Woolley writes… 

 

 
We enjoyed seeing all the lovely hats and fascinators 
that Catherine Clark showed us at our meeting in  
November and wished we had a forthcoming wedding! 
She gave us an insight into her life and amused us with 
her anecdotes of hat hiring. 
 

For our meeting on December 12th a Christmas buffet 
lunch had been planned but because of changes to the 
Tanyard Centre it was decided to have a Tea and Cake  
Christmas celebration instead. 
 

On 23rd January we hope to have a New Year buffet  
before Mrs Eyre entertains us with ‘Songs from Shows, 
Films and Old Songs’. 
 

On February 27th we look forward to Mrs Barbara 
Royle’s talk on Falconry and hopefully seeing her two 
birds of prey.  
 
Our future meetings are under review. 
 

 

Rowney Green  
Horticultural Society  
Lindsay Smith writes… 
 
Rowney Green Horticultural Society will meet in the  
Village Hall on Thursday, 24th January 2019. The meeting 
therefore will not be held on the usual second Thursday 
of the month this is due to the Village Hall being used for 
election purposes.  
 
Our guest speaker will be Phil Aubury, former director of 
Birmingham Botanical Gardens and his subject is "Labour 
Saving Gardening", which I am sure appeals to all  
gardeners. Guests are always welcome - £3.50 including  
refreshments. For more information please contact  
Lindsay Smith on 01527 592874. 
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Kids Corner 
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Alvechurch WI 
Pam Horsfield writes… 
 

Alvechurch WI would like to wish its members and friends a very healthy and peaceful 
New Year.  
 

At the time of going to print we’re joining others in the community in decorating a  
Christmas tree in the Baptist festival of trees. As it is the centenary of the W.I. this year 
we have decorated our tree in the W.I. and suffragette colours of green, cream and  
purple. We are celebrating all the resolutions passed over the years which benefit people 
in this country and are proud of this. Our chosen carol is’ ‘Come on let’s celebrate’, when 
we remember the Christmas message for all. 
 

If anyone is thinking of visiting a friendly, busy W.I., we meet on the second Monday of 
the month in the Village Hall at 7:30pm. Please do feel that you are welcome to visit us 
for two meetings without feeling any pressure of having to decide whether you want to 
join. You’ll be very welcome. 
 

Our December meeting will see us making attractive notepads as well as Christmas table 
decorations, which will keep us busy. Then in January we hope members from Ark Angels 
WI will join us for an evening of line dancing.....which should keep us warm on a cold  
wintry night!  If this appeals to you then come along as well on Monday 14th at 7:30pm. 
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WHY THE ALVECURCH PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD 
PLAN (APNP) REFERENDUM ON THE 10TH JANUARY 
2019 IS SO IMPORTANT 

 
Neighbourhood planning was introduced in the Localism Act 2011. It is an important and 
powerful tool that gives communities statutory powers to shape how their communities 
develop. 
 
In very simple terms, a neighbourhood plan is: 

   A document that sets out planning policies for the neighbourhood area – planning 
policies are used to decide whether to approve planning applications 
 

   Written by the local community, the people who know and love the area, rather 
than the Local Planning Authority 
 

   A powerful tool to ensure the community gets the right types of development, in the 
right place 
 
The Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood Plan has been a culmination of over six years hard 
work by volunteers from our local community. It has now passed the Government’s  
Independent Examination with flying colours; and the Parish Council urges residents to 
vote on Thursday January 10th 2019, the day of the referendum.  
 
Voters will be asked to consider the following question: “Do you want Bromsgrove  
District Council to use the Neighbourhood Plan for Alvechurch Parish to help it decide 
planning applications in the Neighbourhood Area?"  Voting “Yes” will give our local  
people a statutory say in all local planning proposals, voting “NO” will leave decisions 
purely to the Local authority. 
 
Cllr Adrian Smith; Chairman of the NP Steering Group, said: 
“I would like to congratulate all concerned with the Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood 
Plan, which has now reached the important public referendum stage. The Neighbourhood 
Plan addresses a variety of issues determined by the local community including; the built 
and natural environment, community spaces, recreation opportunities, employment, 
health and transport. I hope all residents will read it carefully and participate on January 
10th in this very important exercise of local democracy”. 
 
Copies are available to read at the Library, the Parish Council Office and on-line. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/localism-act-2011-overview
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Flowers for JANUARY 

Baptism 
We welcome you into the Lord’s family 
 
25 November       Florence Palethorpe 

Funerals and Cremations 
May they rest in the peace of Christ 

 

21 November Charles Drinkwater 
4 December        Valerie Prince 
11 December        Mark Border 

The flowers on 20th January are given by Lillian Willis in memory of her late  
husband Tom who was born on 8th January 1919 and would have been 100 years 
old this month.   
 
Ann Thurrell 
0121 447 7668 
annthurrell@hotmail.co.uk  

  6th Jan 13th Jan 20th Jan 27th Jan 

Sanctuary Christmas  
arrangements 

Lynda Wolstencroft Lillian Willis   

Lady Chapel Christmas  
arrangements 

Lynda Wolstencroft Lillian Willis   

In memory 
of 

  her father Ken 
Broadway 

Tom Willis   
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Rector Revd Richard Bubbers, Priest-in-charge, School Lane, 445 1087 

  stlaurencealvechurch@yahoo.co.uk 
Licensed Lay Ministers Mr Dick Russell, 2 Gothic Cottages, Radford Rd, 445 3083 

  Mrs Sue Phillips Wardle, Withybed Green, 445 3620 
 Mrs Helen Ayling, “Tarncroft”, Hewell Lane, Vigo, 445 6176  

Authorised Lay Ministers Mrs Helena Allen 

 Mr Martin Allen, 445 5605 

 Mrs Philippa Brakes, 56 Callow Hill Road, 445 3983 

 Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 

 Mr Michael Fletcher, 13 Red Lion Street, 447 8451 

 Mrs Annette Thomas, 8 Snake Lane, 445 5180 

Churchwardens Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 

 Mr Mick Fletcher, 13 Red Lion Street, 447 8451 

Deputy Wardens Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road, 01527 64077 

  Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane, 445 3569 
  Mrs Alison Smith, 12 Hollington Road, 447 7293 
 Mr Andy Notley, 445 5653  
 Mr Roger Wardle, Withybed Green, 445 3620 

PCC Secretary Mrs Lysandra Notley, lysnotley@icloud.com, 07989327043  
Parish Safeguarding Officer Mrs Sue Lambert, 7 Cygnet Close, B48 7PX, 07769110608 

PCC Treasurer Mrs Janet Wright, 28 Callow Hill Road, Alvechurch, B48 7LP 
Organist & Choirmaster Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane, 445 3569 

Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Janet Wright, 28 Callow Hill Road, 445 4335 
Tower Captain Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road, 01527 64077 
Singing Group Mrs Lynda Wolstencroft, 49 Hinton Avenue, 445 3212 

Mum’s the Word Mrs Sarah Linton, sarah100work@gmail.com 
Flower Co-ordinator Mrs Ann Thurrell, Top Barn, Scarfield Hill, 447 7668 

Women’s Fellowship Mrs Jill Woolley, 111 Birmingham Road, 445 2125 
Ark Booking Secretary) Mr Ian Price, The Ark, School Lane, 447 7955 

& Grapevine advertising      thearkalvechurch@yahoo.co.uk 

Grapevine Editor)  

Finance and  
Standing Committee   

 

Buildings, Fabric and  Churchyard for 
Mission Committee   

Richard Bubbers Mick Fletcher Mick Fletcher Colin Bennett 

Graham Clark Alison Smith  David Richmond Jill Woolley 

Bob Dale   Janet Wright  Janet Wright Lynne Clark 

  Andy Humphries Alison Smith 

    

Missionary Committee Children and Youth  Committee 
Martin Allen Mick Fletcher Sue Phillips Wardle Dick Russell 

Thomas Birchall Lynne Clark Gordon Parsons Margaret Haste 

Kate Birchall  Sarah Linton  Sally Bubbers Sue Lambert 

PCC Special Responsibilities 

Who’s who 
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Calendar for JANUARY 

 

 
 
 
 
Thursday 3  No Mums the Word or Ark Cafe today 
 
Monday 7 7.30pm Hillside WI: The Ark 
 
Thursday 10 9.30am Mums The Word: Sarah Linton  
                12.15pm Ark cafe: Beef Casserole 
   Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood Plan public referendum 
    
Monday 14          February Grapevine goes to press articles to  -   
   thearkalvechurch@yahoo.co.uk 
  7.30pm Alvechurch WI: Line Dancing: Alvechurch Village Hall 
  
Thursday 17 9.30am Mums The Word: Sarah Linton  
                12.15pm Ark cafe: Roast Lamb 
 
Wednesday 23 2.00pm St Laurence Women’s Fellowship: New Year buffet  & Mrs Eyre: 
   ‘Songs from Shows, Films and Old Songs’: Tanyard Lane Centre 
 
Thursday 24 9.30am Mums The Word: Sarah Linton  
                12.15pm Ark cafe: Glazed Gammon and Parsley Sauce  
  7.30pm Rowney Green Horticultural Society: Talk by  Phil Aubury 
   "Labour Saving Gardening": Peace Hall Rowney Green 
 
Thursday 31 9.30am Mums The Word: Sarah Linton  
                12.15pm Ark cafe: Roast Pork 
 

 

POSITIVE PRINT, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Centre, Birmingham, B30 3HZ 


