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St Laurence Church Alvechurch 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

8.00.am Holy Communion 
9.30.am Family Service 

with Holy Communion on the 1st Sunday 
and Baptisms on the 4th Sunday 

11.00.am Parish Eucharist 
6.00.pm Evensong 

 

At Rowney Green Shared Church 
9.30.am Methodist/Anglican Service 

with Holy Communion on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month 
 

DAILY SERVICE 
 

9.00.am Monday to Friday 
In St Laurence Church 

 

ORGANISATIONS 
 

Sunday Club  Sundays at 9.30.am in the Church and Ark (445 1854) 
 

Choir   Thursdays at 7.45.pm in Church (445 3569) 
 

Bellringers  Sundays at 10.30.am and 5.30.pm 
   Tuesday Practice at 7.30.pm (01527 64077) 

 

Women’s Fellowship 4th Wednesday of the month at 2.00.pm  
   in Tanyard Lane Community Centre (445 2125) 
 

Mum’s the Word Thursdays at 9.30.am  in The Ark (07773509390) 
   Tiny Tots Service 10.15.am 1st Thursday of the month 
 

Ark Café  Thursdays during term time at 12.15.pm (447 7017) 
 

Home Group  Thursdays, 7.30.pm at the Coach House (445 2547) 
 

 

THE ARK 
Enquiries to Ian Price 0121 447 7955 

 
 

Registered as a Charity in England and Wales: Charity Number 1131783 
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Rev Richard Bubbers Writes... 
 

What is your attitude 

to your money? 

 
When Bernie Ecclestone, the multi-millionaire 
boss of Formula One, was reportedly asked 
whether he had enough money, his reply was 
simple: "you can never have enough." I wonder 
what your attitude is to your own finances. 

 

One of the fascinating things about Jesus in the 
Gospels is that he talked more about money 
and possessions than about any other subject 
apart from the kingdom of God. He knew that 
our attitude to our money is not merely a 
financial matter, but it is a profoundly spiritual 
matter, as it has the power to affect critically, 
for good or ill, our relationships and practically 
every area of our lives. Jesus (in Mark 8.36-37) 
makes a big connection between our attitude to 
our possessions and our attitude to the 
kingdom of God and its values: "what good is it 
for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit 
his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange 
for his soul?" Riches are not inevitably wicked, 
but frequently, surplus possessions have 
encouraged people to think that their security 
is in their own material resources rather than in 
God. If you have very little, you do not look to 
your own financial resources to provide your 
security. 

 

The famous verse that money is “a root of all 
kinds of evil" is actually a misquotation of 1 
Timothy 6.10 which says, "the love of money is 
a root of all kinds of evil.” It is not so much the 
money itself which is the problem, as that is 
neutral: the crucial thing is our attitude to our 
money, as this affects how we use our money 
for good or ill. Although designed for good, 
material possessions have an inbuilt ability to 
make human beings focus on themselves and 
their own interests, and distract them away 
from the more lasting realities which God says 
can give us real peace and security, and the full 

and abundant life which Jesus wants us  to 
have. The Old Testament has various examples 
of how great wealth produced social injustice 
and the worship of false gods, and drew people 
away from a satisfying and genuinely rewarding 
life. 

 

It was King David who said (in 1 Chronicles 
29.14) that everything we have comes from 
God, and when we give back to God and his 
causes we are only giving back to him part of 
what we have received from him already. It is a 
foundational biblical principle that all we have 
comes from God, and he has entrusted us to be 
stewards to look after his wealth and resources. 
The question is how we will look after and use 
what he has entrusted to us? 
 

When applying Bible principles, we need to 
remember that our motivation is all-important: 
in 1 Corinthians 13.3, Paul’s classic passage on 
love, we read: "if I give away all my 
possessions….. but do not have love, I gain 
nothing." In other words, the attitude behind 
the gift is what is really important and makes all 
the difference. Therefore, when considering 
what to give back to God and his work, it is vital 
that we reflect on all that God has done, and is 
doing, and will do, for us, so that our financial 
response to him comes out of our love for him -
and not out of a sense of obligation. 

 

If we are people of faith, the New Testament 
makes it clear that we should reflect on all that 
God has given to us, and in turn give to God's 
work in a way which is regular and planned and 
represents a proportion of our income. 
 

When it comes to the giving of our money, we 
should never forget the words of St Paul (in 2 
Corinthians 9.6-7):"Whoever sows sparingly will 
also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
generously will also reap generously. Each man 
should give what he has decided in his heart to 
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver."  
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Showroom and Workshop 
338 Alcester Road, Burcot,  

Bromsgrove B60 1BH 

Tel: (01527) 876200 
07710976744  

All Work  
is to the 
Highest 

Standard 

THOMAS 

BROTHERS 

Funeral Directors 

Prepayment Plan,  

Private Chapels,  

"Woodland Burial" 
24 hour Personal Service 

 

A family-owned funeral directors 
offering a friendly, dignified service, 

paying attention to detail. 
 

Tel: 01527 547777 
494 Evesham Road 

Crabbs Cross, Redditch 
S.A.I.F. 

12A Red Lion Street 
Alvechurch   B48 7LF 

0121 445 3422 
S.A.I.F. 

Alvechurch Historical Society 
 

Friends old and new are invited to our next meeting, which 
will be held on Monday 4th May 2015, May Day Bank      
Holiday.  Our visiting speaker will be Andrew Harris, who will 
talk on “Workhouses and the Andover Union Scandal”.    
Intriguing! 
 

We meet on the first Monday of the month in the  
Museum, School Lane at 7.45pm.  There is plenty of    
parking behind the Catholic Church, with their permission.  
New faces are always welcome, just come along or contact 
our chairman, Anne Humphries on 0121 445 5955. 

 

A Peruvian Themed Welcome    
Sunday 14th June 12:30 - 3:00pm at the ARK 
 

St Laurence’s Peru group is holding its own special welcome 
event for Richard and Sally Bubbers. 
 

It’s a family fun event open to everyone who would like to 
find out more about the link between St Laurence church 
and the Anglican Diocese of Peru, or just spend an enjoyable 
couple of hours sharing a meal with our new priest-in-
charge. 
 

So if you’d like to have your photo taken in Peruvian cos-
tume; sample the famous Arequipan rocotos rellenos, try 
some causa or quinoa soup; or simply browse the displays, 
this is a date for your diary. 
 

There’s a Peru-themed quiz for kids and maybe even a very 
English bouncy castle for the younger ones. 
 

We’ll introduce you to our longstanding partnership: to Pas-
tor Alejandro Mesco and his wife Doris; San Felipe Mission 
church in the Colca canyon; San Lucas school Arequipa; San-
tiago apostol mission in Villa Ecolgica as well as more gen-
eral information about the challenges of life in Peru. 
 

All this with a Bring and Share meal: please book in with 
Annette Thomas on 0121 445 5180. If you are feeling adven-
turous and would like to cook something Peruvian for our 
tasting table ask Sue Phillips, 0121 445 3620  
sue@suephillips.org; or Margaret Haste 0121 445 1854 for a 
copy of our Peruvian recipe sheet. 
 
See you there! 
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 Garden Centre 
Opening hours 

Mon-Fri 9 to 5, Sat 10 to 4 
 

  Woodwork 

Packing / assembly 

Landscaping / maintenance 
 

Support your local cha rity which offers peop le 

with special needs the opportunity to 

experience the real world of work. 

Wellesbourne Close 
Easemore Road, Redditch 
B98 8ER 
01527 69955 

WHERE NEXT 

ASSOCIATION 

 "Rectory Cottage Bed and Breakfast" 

Old Rectory Lane,  
Alvechurch 

 

offers  
warm and welcoming accommodation, 
with super breakfasts and attractive, 

spacious bedrooms.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Celia on 

0121 445 4824, or visit our website 

www. rectorycottage-alvechurch.co.uk 

 

Rowney Green Horticultural Society 
 

Rowney Green Horticultural Society meets at the Peace Hall 
on the second Thursday each month at 7.30pm.   
 
On May 14th our guest speaker will be Helen Picton of Old 
Court Nurseries and her subject will be "Daisy Days" -      
Michaelmas daises.  Guests are always welcome - £3.50   
including refreshments.  For more information please contact 
Janet Barnett on 01527 592874. 
 

Alvechurch Village Society 
Ray Yarnell writes… 
 
The May walk will be at 2.30pm on 10th May (please note 
this is the second Sunday ) and will be ''A Dip into Barnt 
Green ' which is another of a series of my favourite local 
walks. The walk will start at Tanyard Lane car park   
Alvechurch and will be led by Tony Armond (0121 445 5071). 
  
The May evening event will be an amusing and interesting 
talk  by Anne Davenport of Johnsons Coaches, entitled ''The 
Life and Times of a Coach Courier''. This talk replaces the  
advertised event, now that Anne is recovered from her    
illness. The talk will be at 7.45pm on Wednesday 27th May in 
Alvechurch Village Hal. 
  

Christmas Tree Festival 
Advance Notice! 
 

The Baptist Church ( Red Lion Street) is holding 
a Tree Festival opening on Sunday December 
13th and closing on Saturday 19th.We are inviting local    
organisations and groups to take part by decorating a tree.  
 
If you belong to an organisation or business which has not yet 
received a letter and you would like to know more details of 
this  new venture please get in touch with me...I may have 
inadvertently overlooked you. 
 
Further details will emerge in the coming months. Meet us at 
Picnic in the Park or see Fiona Lee, Dave Shoesmith, Pam 
Williams or Meryl Hill. Contact details meryl.hill@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:meryl.hill@tiscali.co.uk
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The Ark Café 
 

 
 
 
The Café menu for May is as follows: 
 

May 7 Election Day Turkey Lunch - Ticket only  
May 14 Cottage Pie  
May 21 Somerset Chicken  
May 28 Closed for Half Term 
 

The Turkey Lunch tickets cost £10 and are available from Ian 
Price 447 7955 Mon to Fri 9am to 2pm or any Thursday 
lunchtime at the Ark. Please support this event and come and 
have a very good three course luncheon on this important day. 
 

We look forward, as always, to your continued support. 

 
 

Parish Prayers 
Prayers will be said at St Laurence Church 
for the residents of the following roads 
  

Sunday 3rd May – Watery Lane 
Sunday 10th May – Weatheroak Hill 
Sunday 17th May – Willow Brook Road 
Sunday 24th May – Withybed Close 
Sunday 31st May – Withybed Green 

 
 

Alvechurch Library - Young 
Volunteers Wanted 

 

Alvechurch Library is looking for young, enthusiastic volunteers 
to help support the Summer Reading Challenge. The Summer 
Reading Challenge is an annual themed event that happens 
from June to September, where we challenge children under 12 
to read 6 books over the summer. If you enjoy talking to young 
people or reading books or have an hour to spare, then this 
could be for you.  

 

For more information please pop into Alvechurch Library and 
talk to Alyson or Sarah, call The Hub on 01905 822722 or email 
ALLib@worcestershire.gov.uk. 

 

 

Kathryn Collinson 
BA Hons, BEd Hons, ALCM 

 
Lessons 

from 
20 minutes 

to 
1 hour 

 
 
Music tuition – All Styles 
 Classical, Bass and Electric Guitar 

 Piano and Keyboard 

 For exams or just for fun 
 

Maths and English Tuition 
 SATS / confidence building 

 Special needs 

 Ages from 5-11 years 
 

Tel: 0121 445 3523 
 

mailto:ALLib@worcestershire.gov.uk
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Letter From The   
Bishop Of Dudley 
 

We are God’s hands and feet – now is 
the time to take action on climate. 
 
Who gives a monkey’s about climate change? Not many of 
us it seems. But please wait if you’re about to turn to the 
next page. This is crucial stuff and is the biggest moral ques-
tion in front of us. 
 
Perhaps we feel the topic is just too big. Perhaps the sceptics 
have done such a good job at saying the science is all wrong. 
Perhaps we quite like our lifestyle and creature comforts and 
don’t want to lose out. 
 
Yet, there are ways for each of us to make our own contribu-
tion and make a difference; the scientific consensus is that 
we are seeing major effects from increased carbon in the 
atmosphere and these effects will increase unless something 
major is done; and Christians need to keep asking how do 
we live in a Jesus centred way where having sufficient and 
caring for our world neighbour are priorities. 
 
When we see so many devastating effects of climate change 
in terms of increased sea levels, major weather events, 
flooding and drought, we need to wake up. In the Solomon 
Islands, for example, the rising sea level has made the soil of 
some of the low lying atolls so salty that people have had to 
leave their homes and move to other islands resulting in 
community tensions. 
 
Across the globe climate change is having a disproportionate 
impact on the world’s poorest people, who are not the   
major polluters of the atmosphere with carbon. Climate 
change knows no international borders. It will come back to 
bite us and make life more precarious. We should not      
tolerate that the suffering and death of others is inevitable 
and acceptable. 
 
On Good Friday, Bishops from across the Anglican           
Communion issued an urgent call for action for climate   
justice. Called ‘The World is our Host’, http://issuu.com/
anglicancommunion/docs/the_world_is_our_host 
 
 

                                                                           Continues on page 8 
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Burcot Grange 
Residential 

Care Setting for 
the Elderly 

 
A unique blend of luxury  country  house 
living and quality  forward thinking  care, 
Burcot Grange is the perfect place for 
retirement living. 
 

Long term care 
 

Individua lly designed independent liv ing 

suites 
 

Short stay convalescent and holiday 

accommodation 
 

For more information or to arrange a visit 
go to  www.burcotgrange.com  

Burcot Grange, 23 Greenhill, Burcot, 
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, B60 1BJ. 

0121 445 5552 admin@burcotgrange.com  

I commend this pastoral statement to you. Please read it,  
reflect upon it, and then make a personal transformational 
response. Be drawn into its message of a loving, creative 
God who shares his creation so that it might be enjoyed but 
not exploited for greedy short-term and selfish motives. 
 
We need also to be putting pressure on our new government 
to take the impact of climate change seriously. Churches 
have an admirable history in campaigning and this is our new 
moral challenge. The voices of the poorest and all of us who 
want to protect our planet for our children’s children to 
flourish, need to be heard by the leaders of the world so that 
they will make the prophetic step change that is needed at 
the Paris Climate Talks in December. Many say this is our last 
chance. Pray and act now. 

As part of the statement, all Anglicans are encouraged to: 

 Join in prayer and fasting for climate justice on the 
first day of each month as an integral part of life and 
worship 

 Implement energy conservation measures in church 
buildings and move towards renewable energy 
sources as quickly as possible 

 Take measures to conserve, recycle and collect water 
around church buildings and properties. 

 Nurture biodiversity on church land by creating safe 
habitats for indigenous species. 

 Support local communities by sharing water, energy 
and arable land resources for local food production. 

 Support sustainable land use initiatives, including a 
halt to the clearing of native forests. 

 Advocate for sustainable water, food and agricultural 
practices in our communities. It is imperative to take 
into account the interwoven relationship of food, 
water and energy systems. 
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Thank You  
Withybed Poets! 
 

Fundraising for the Windows Appeal is 
taking many forms, some are ongoing, 
others just beginning and some have 
already made a significant contribution to 
our funds. Alongside many of the events 
the Withybed Poets’ Windows Poems booklet has been 
steadily making sales.  
 

The total as I write is £124 which means that over 60 copies 
have already been sold. The booklet is the idea of a local 
poetry writing group that meets in Withybed Green. Members 
dedicated one of their sessions to producing poems on the 
theme of ‘windows’; windows of all kinds, metaphorical and 
actual, sacred and domestic. 
 

Our thanks go them for using their creativity to support our 
Appeal, and to Ian Price for illustrating the booklet so 
beautifully. At £2 a copy it’s great value for money, copies will 
be on sale at the Meadows on May 3rd, and can be purchased 
from Ian Price at the ARK 447 7955 
thearkalvechurch@yahoo.co.uk  or from Sue Phillips on 0121 
445 3620. Thanks again Withybed Poets. 
 

Another Thank You 
To celebrate their Centenary, Alvechurch W.I. have very kindly 
donated £100 toward the Stained Glass Windows Appeal. 
Thank you and Happy Centenary Alvechurch W.I. 
 

St Laurence Women's Fellowship 
 

We welcomed Sheila Tremellan to our meeting in March and 
she told us about a T.V appearance - a Buckingham Palace 
Garden Party and the Investiture where she received an 
M.B.E. All these events to acknowledge the work she does at 
her Rescue Centre rescuing puppies. 
 

On May 20th we begin the 50th year in the life of our 
Fellowship with a visit from Avril Pulley who makes porcelain 
flowers so her talk is entitled ‘Too Good to Eat’ and she will 
have items for sale. 
 

We welcome new members and visitors at the Tanyard Centre 
in Tanyard Lane but beware of the parking restrictions. We 
begin at 2pm and there is time for tea and a chat before we 
go home. Come and join us you will be made welcome. 

 James Giles  

& Sons 
A FAMILY OWNED FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

ESTABLISHED 1916 
 

Serving all communities 
with dignity and 
understanding 

 

 Private Chapel of Rest 

 Day and Night Service 

 Woodland Burial 

 Golden Charter and Help 
the Aged Funeral Plans 

 Catering and Floral 
Tributes 

 

Telephone 01527 872318 
24 Stourbridge Road 

Bromsgrove, Worcs, B61 0AE 



Page 10 

 

Christian Aid Week 

Written by Sam Setchell (Diocesan 
Communications Officer) 
 

“I pray to God as I walk, asking him to change my life and 
lead us out of this.” 
 

Loko walks alone for eight hours a day, in shoes so thin that 
thorns repeatedly pierce through to her feet, to gather and 
sell firewood so she can feed her children. Loko is frightened 
of being attacked by hyenas with no one to hear her screams. 
So she prays as she walks. Her faith pushes her on. It’s a job 
she dreads, but she has no choice; she must continue, week 
after week. If she doesn’t, her children will starve. As it is, Loko 
can only afford to give them one small meal a day. 
 

Loko refuses to give up hope. She dreams of owning a cow one 
day; its milk would help her children to grow strong, and she 
could also sell some so she could save enough money to set up 
a small business buying and selling tea and coffee. 
 

This year, Christian Aid Week (10-16 May) is focussing on 
transforming women’s lives in Ethiopia where owning a cow 
not only provides milk and income but also gives a woman a 
voice in her community where assets are power.  
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God & Lawn Care 
 

Article supplied by Gordon Parsons 
 
 

GOD to ST. FRANCIS: Frank,  ...  You know all 
about gardens and nature. What in the world is 
going on down there on the planet? 
What happened to the dandelions, violets, 
milkweeds and stuff I started eons ago? I had a 
perfect no-maintenance garden plan. Those 
plants grow in any type of soil, 
withstand drought and multiply with abandon. 
The nectar from the long-lasting blossoms 
attracts butterflies, honey bees and flocks  of 
songbirds. I expected to see a vast garden 
of colours by now. But,  all I see are these green 
rectangles. 
 

St. FRANCIS: It's the tribes that settled there, 
Lord. The Suburbanites. They started calling 
your flowers 'weeds' and went to great lengths 
to kill them and replace them with grass. 
 

GOD: Grass? But, it's so boring. It's not 
colourful. It doesn’t attract butterflies, birds 
and bees; only grubs and sod worms. It's 
sensitive to temperatures. Do these 
Suburbanites really want all that grass growing 
there? 
 

ST. FRANCIS: Apparently so, Lord. They go to 
great pains to grow it and keep it green. They 
begin each spring by fertilising grass and 
poisoning any other plant that crops up in the 
lawn. 
 

GOD: The spring rains and warm weather 
probably make grass grow really  fast. That 
must make the Suburbanites happy. 
ST. FRANCIS: Apparently not, Lord. As soon as it 
grows a little, they cut it, sometimes twice a 
week. 
 

GOD: They cut it? Do they then bale it like hay? 
ST. FRANCIS: Not exactly, Lord. Most of them 
rake it up and put it in bags. 
 

GOD: They bag it? Why? Is it a cash crop? Do 
they sell it? 
 

ST. FRANCIS: No, Sir, just the opposite. They 
pay to throw it away. 
 

GOD: Now, let me get this straight. They 
fertilise grass so it will grow. And, when it does 
grow, they cut it off and pay to throw it away?  
 

ST. FRANCIS: Yes, Sir. 
 

GOD: These Suburbanites must be relieved in 
the summer when we cut back on the rain and 
turn up the heat.  That surely slows the growth 
and saves them a lot of work. 
 

ST. FRANCIS: You aren't going to believe this, 
Lord. When the grass stops growing so fast, 
they drag out hoses and pay more money 
to water it, so they can continue to mow it and 
pay to get rid of it. 
 

GOD: What nonsense. At least they kept some 
of the trees. That was a sheer stroke of genius, 
if I do say so myself.  The trees grow leaves in 
the spring to provide beauty and shade in the 
summer. In the autumn,  they fall to the ground 
and form a natural blanket to keep moisture 
in  the soil and protect the trees and bushes. It's 
a natural cycle of life. 
 

ST. FRANCIS: You better sit down, Lord. The 
Suburbanites have drawn a new circle. As soon 
as the leaves fall, they rake them into great 
piles and pay to have them hauled away. 
 

GOD: No!? What do they do to protect the 
shrub and tree roots in the winter to keep the 
soil moist and loose? 
 

ST. FRANCIS: After throwing away the leaves, 
they go out and buy something which they call 
mulch. They haul it home and spread it around 
in place of the leaves. 
 

GOD: And where do they get this mulch? 
 

ST. FRANCIS: They cut down trees and grind 
them up to make the mulch. 
 

GOD: Enough! I don't want to think about this 
anymore. St. Catherine, you're in charge of the 
arts. What movie have you scheduled for us 
tonight? 
 

ST. CATHERINE: 'Dumb and Dumber', Lord. It's a 
story about.... 
 

GOD: Never mind, I think I just heard the whole 
story from St. Francis.  
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Kids Corner 
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A Tribute To Trudy Cluneray  

A Service of Thanksgiving for the life of  Gertrude Irene Cluderay (‘Trudy’) was held at Alvechurch 
Baptist Church on 1st April. The hymns sung were ‘Great is your faithfulness’, ‘I know not why 
God’s wondrous grace’ and ‘Praise, my soul, the king of heaven’.  The tribute was given on behalf 
of the family by John Hill, who led the service; Revd. Fiona Lee conducted the subsequent Service 
of Committal at Redditch Crematorium. 

Trudy Cluderay seems to have been at the centre of the life of Alvechurch Baptist for almost as 
long as anyone can remember! Her welcoming smile, characteristic chuckle and ability to put 
everyone at their ease have always meant that no one who met her could remain a stranger. So 
as we remember her today, and give thanks for the person she was and everything that she did, 
we are grateful to God that we have all been blessed by knowing her. 

Trudy was born in Tyseley, Birmingham on 29th July 1914 and at the age of 5 she began attending 
Formans Road Council School. Hers was a simple childhood from the days when children played in 
the road outside the house and the milkman (and his horse) delivered milk straight from the 
churn. At 11 she went to Yardley Secondary School, leaving at the tender age of 14 with a school 
certificate.  She played netball at school and also remembered doing jobs for her teacher,       
including darning the teacher’s stockings! During holidays and at weekends she would get a job; 
one was at the local Co-op where one of her tasks was to pack sugar into blue bags.   

Trudy trained to be a telephone operator with the GPO - there was no direct dialling in those 
days. But on getting married she had to give up work; many employers in those days would not 
allow married women to continue working. Trudy apparently met Stan at the Ice Rink - he had 
seen Trudy visiting Norah, one of her friends, who happened to live opposite Stan’s house. He 
worked as a Registrar of Births and Deaths and after their marriage Trudy and Stan moved to 
Island Road in Handsworth to live with Trudy’s parents. Dianne appeared on 17th February 1945.  
Later the family moved to Selly Oak, with Stan working from a downstairs office and the family 
living upstairs. In 1953 they moved to Alvechurch, buying the house in Snake Lane. 

There was no Methodist Church in the village so Trudy began attending the Baptist Church, which 
at that time had about 10 members. She was baptised, as a believer, in January 1961 and        
undertook a wide variety of jobs and roles. She taught in the Sunday School, sang in the choir, 
was a Deacon for many years, acted as the Church’s Home Mission representative and, along with 
others, started the Friday morning Coffee Morning on 5th November 1971. 

For many years she worked at Pretty’s the bakery, first delivering bread to homes in the area and 
then later serving in the shop. She also found time to play the piano for the children’s music   
lessons at Holyoakes Field School in Redditch, was active in the local WI and sang in their choir, 
was a loyal supporter of the Women's Fellowship group and spent many years as a helper at the 
Village Hall playgroup. And she was one of the founders of the Sycamore Day Centre for the el-
derly that opened in Tanyard Close on 30th November 1981, which provided companionship and 
activity for many folk who would otherwise have been very lonely. She loved her family and in 
recent years has greatly enjoyed being a great-grandmother and keeping in touch with the young-
sters, even on the other side of the world. 

We all have our own memories of a lovely lady who generously shared her gifts and talents with 
those around her. So today we give thanks to God for her life and all that she achieved. And we 
offer our love and support to the family, especially Dianne and Barry, the grand-daughters 
Michelle, Nicki and Kim and the great-grand-children Jamie and Roseanna, Lucy and Finlay, Oliver 
and Emily. 
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What's Happening In Alvechurch Library  
May & June 2015 
 
Alvechurch Library hosts one-to-one Computer Sessions for people 
wanting to learn the basics. If you need help with your emails or 
advice on surfing online then why not pop into the Library to ar-
range for free tuition. Tuition is provided by our group of talented 
volunteers on Tuesdays mornings.  
 
 
 
 
On Tuesday 26th May, there will be two children's workshops delivered by “Explore Learning”. 
At 2.15pm we have a young writer's workshop for children aged 7 and over and we have a 
maths workshop at 3.30pm for children aged 5 – 7. 
 

Family History for Beginners, a five week course starting Thursday 4th June and running until 
2nd July. 2.30pm-4.30pm, £47. 
 

Exploring Family History and telling your story... 
If you are interested in family history, join this course with tutor James Robertson, who draws 
on his own experience of researching his own family history using a range of online sources. 
While learning how to trace your own family tree you will also be inspired to build a wider 
picture of the period you are researching.  

We have held three busy Ebay and Paypal courses since January and we are keen to run some 
more. Currently we have a waiting list for the next Ebay course, just need to add a few more 
names and we can run it, please call us to add your name to the list. 
 
Sorry, The Citizens Advice Bureau are unable to visit us in May, they will be available to visit in 
June.   
 
To reserve a place at any of our workshops and activities please call Alvechurch Library 
01905822722 or email alvechurchlib@worcestershire.gov.uk 

(Photograph-Alyson Williams,  
Library Manager at Alvechurch and Wythall Libraries) 

mailto:alvechurchlib@worcestershire.gov.uk
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The Midland Sinfonia 
presents 

APPASSIONATA Harp and Flute 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday 16 May 2015 7.00pm for 7:30pm 
The Ark, St Laurence Church, Alvechurch 

 
Anna Christensen, harp and Rachel Holt, flute  

The lovely varied programme will include: 
Marcello – Sonata in F 

Couperin – Canaries and La Morinette 
John Marson – Suite for Flute and Harp 

John Rutter – Suite Antique 
Debussy – Syrinx 

 
This professional and popular duo offers a stimulating and wide-ranging programme to 

illustrate the versatility and charm of this combination. 
 

Tickets: on the door £13, in advance £12 from The Village Greengrocer, Alvechurch  
or book or reserve at www.midlandsinfonia.co.uk 

 
FT students free with NUS card, schoolchildren accompanying an adult free. 

 
For more information: marian@midlandsinfonia.co.uk or 0121 447 7040. 

http://www.midlandsinfonia.co.uk
mailto:marian@midlandsinfonia.co.uk
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(for those living with memory loss, their family, carers and friends). 
 

22 The Square, Alvechurch B48 7LA 
 

A new group has been formed at The Lounge next to the Co-op for those with 
memory loss and their carers or a member of their family. We will meet once a month, 

usually on the third Wednesday afternoon of each month unless a special  activity is 
planned. 

 
We meet at 2.30pm till 4.00pm and enjoy an afternoon tea during the time spent. The 

charge is £3.50 which covers the afternoon tea and some activities. 
 

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 20th May. 
 

Tickets can be reserved from Annette 07770 816322 or Kate 0121 445 3899.  
Tickets are also available from The Lounge 0121 445 5512. 

(all tickets include afternoon tea)   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Directions to The Lounge (next to the Greengrocers and the Co-op) in the Precinct off 
the Square. There is limited parking by the shops usually only for an hour (unless      
disabled). The main car park is behind the Red Lion or the Sports and Social club. 
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From The Registers 

Flowers for May 

Baptisms 
We welcome you into the Lord’s family 
 

April 12 Sonnie Charles Bennett  
April 26  Luis and Casey Jones 
April 26 Ole Farmer 

Marriages 
Those whom God has joined together 
 

April 9     Christopher Banford & Amie Louise Peckover 
April 10    Craig Bell & Alice Woodhouse 
April 11    Tom Jackson & Katherine Moxon 
April 18    Ashley Peter Gore & Colette Elizabeth Burke 

My thanks to all the ladies who helped with the Easter Flowers.  It was a happy and        
enjoyable time spent together making our church look even more beautiful than its 
architecture alone.   
 
The rota for May as can be seen is incomplete and I would appreciate some offers of 
help over the next few weeks.  Please get in touch with me if you can be of assistance. 
 
Ann Thurrell  
0121 447 7668 
Email: annthurrell@hotmail.co.uk 

  3 May 10 May 24 May 31 May 17 May 

Sanctuary Monica Clark                                      Ann Figgett 

Lady Chapel Monica Clark     Ann Figgett 

In memory of Phyllis Ward      Ted Figgett 
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Rector Revd Richard Bubbers, The Rectory, School Lane, 445 1087 

  stlaurencealvechurch@yahoo.co.uk 
Licensed Lay Ministers Mr Dick Russell, 2 Gothic Cottages, Radford Rd, 445 3083 

  Ms Sue Phillips, Withybed Green, 445 3620 
Authorised Lay Ministers Mrs Helena Allen,  117 Birmingham Road, 445 5605 

 Mr Phil Burgess, Highlands, School Lane, 447 7468 

 Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 

 Ms Gloria Wilson, 11 Bear Hill Drive, 445 1854 

 Mrs Philippa Brakes, 56 Callow Hill Road, 445 3983 
 Mrs Lynne Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 
 Mrs Jayne Burgess, Highlands, School Lane, 447 7468 
 Mrs Annette Thomas, 8 Snake Lane, 445 5180 

Churchwardens Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 

 Mr Mick Fletcher, 13 Red Lion Street, 447 8451 

Deputy Wardens Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road, 01527 64077 
 Mr Andy Humphries, Sunnymead, Station Road, 445 5955 

  Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane, 445 3569 
  Mrs Alison Smith, 12 Hollington Road, 447 7293 

PCC Secretary Mrs Enid Brumsen, 32 Callow Hill Road, 445 0663  
PCC Treasurer Mr Graham Clark, The Coach House, School Lane, 445 2547 

Organist & Choirmaster Mr David Richmond, The Ferns, Chapel Lane,445 3569 

Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Janet Wright, 28 Callow Hill Road, 445 4335 
Tower Captain Mr Colin Bennett, 122 Redditch Road ,01527 64077 
Singing Group Mrs Lynda Wolstencroft, 49 Hinton Avenue, 445 3212 

Mum’s the Word Mrs Kate Grove, 07773509390 
Flower Co-ordinator Mrs Ann Thurrell, Top Barn, Scarfield Hill, 447 7668 

Women’s Fellowship Mrs Jill Woolley, 111 Birmingham Road, 445 2125 
Ark Booking Secretary ) Mr Ian Price, The Ark, School Lane, 447 7955 

& Grapevine advertising  )      thearkalvechurch@yahoo.co.uk 

Grapevine Editor)  
  

Finance and Standing Committee  Task Committee  

Graham Clark Mick Fletcher Jill Woolley Bob Dale 
Alison Smith Bob Dale Alison Smith Sue Phillips 

Janet Wright  Martin Allen  

Children and Youth  Committee Peru and Missionary Committee 
Martin Allen Mick Fletcher Sue Phillips Dick Russell 
Thomas Birchall Lynne Clark Gordon Parsons Margaret Haste 
   
Buildings, Fabric and Churchyard  Committee   

Mick Fletcher Colin Bennett   

David Richmond Jill Woolley  
Janet Wright Andy Humphries  
    

PCC Special Responsibilities 

Who’s who 
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Calendar for MAY 
 

 
 
Monday 4    No Forget-Me-Nots today 
  7.45pm   Alvechurch Historical Society: Talk on “Workhouses and the 
     Andover Union Scandal”: Museum, School Lane, Alvechurch 
 

Wednesday 6 7.30pm   Hillside WI: The Ark 
 

Thursday 7 9.30am   Mum’s The Word: The Ark 
  10.15am   Tiny Tots Service: St Laurence Church 
  12.15pm   Ark Café:  Election Turkey Special: £10 Ticket Only 
 

Friday 8  7.00pm   Family Fun Evening with Live Song & Dance: The Ark 
 

Sunday 10 2.30pm    Alvechurch Village Society: Walk: “A dip into Barnt Green: meet 
      at Tanyard Lane Car Park Alvechurch 
 

Monday 11 7.30pm   Ark Angels WI: The Ark 
 

Thursday 14 9.30am   Mum’s The Word: The Ark 
  12.15pm   Ark Café: Cottage Pie 
  7.30pm   Rowney Green Horticultural Society: Talk by Helen Picton:  
     “Daisy Days”: Rowney Green Peace Hall 
 

Saturday 16 7.30pm   The Midland Sinfonia Appassionata Harp & Flute: The Ark 
JUNE GRAPEVINE GOES TO PRESS articles to thearkalvechurch@yahoo.co.uk 

    

Monday  18 1.45pm   Forget-Me-Nots: The Ark 
 

Wednesday 20 2.30pm   Memory Lane: For those with memory loss and  
        their carers @ The Lounge in The Square 
  2.00pm   St Laurence Women’s Fellowship: Talk  by Avril Pulley:  
     ‘Too Good to Eat ‘ : Tanyard Centre, Tanyard Lane, Alvechurch 
 

Thursday 21 9.30am   Mum’s The Word: The Ark 
  12.15pm   Ark Café: Somerset Chicken 
 

Monday 25 1.00pm   The Bellringers 1940’s/50’s Afternoon Tea Party: Cream Teas 
     and High Teas: The Ark 
 

Tuesday 26 2.15pm   Alvechurch Library: Young writers workshop (for 7’s and over) 
  3.30pm   Alvechurch Library: Young writers workshop (for ages 5 - 7) 
 

Wednesday 27 7.45pm   Alvechurch Village Society: Talk: “The life of  a Coach Courier”: 
     Alvechurch Village Hall 
 

Thursday 28 9.30am   Mum’s The Word: The Ark 
  12.15pm   Ark Café:  CLOSED for half term 
 

HARLEQUIN PRINT LTD, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Park, Birmingham, B30 3HZ 


